
 
 

ST. STEPHEN THE MARTYR LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Saturday, October 3, 2026 5:00pm 

Sunday, October 4, 2026 9:30am 
 

 
 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image of 

Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also 

speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of 

sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with wine and bread so 

that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his resurrection. 
 

Please note: Sunday Service is streamed, recorded and posted on YouTube beginning with the 

prelude and continuing through the postlude. Be aware that you may be recorded when coming up 

the center aisle for communion. 
 

ELW is the cranberry red Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship 
 

SSM is equipped with hearing assistance devices. If you would like more information on 

how to gain access please see an usher for the instructions and assistance.  
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PRELUDE:  (5:00) “Let Us Break Bread Together” -arr. A. Whitworth 

    (9:30) “When I Survey the Wonderous Cross” -arr. Paul Bunjes 
 

WELCOME  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

P: Glory be to you, O God of all Creation. 

C: Thanks be to you, O Christ, for our salvation. 

P: You have saved the people of all nations and races! 

C: People of every color and heritage praise you in every language. 

P: Gather us as one family at your table, Love; in your Spirit, make us one. 

C: Alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit, and transform us by your grace. Alleluia! 

 

GATHERING HYMN: ELW #727 Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth  
 

BLESSING OF QUILTS AND SCHOOL BAGS 

L:  God, we give thanks for the faithful hands among us who have created these quilts 

and created and filled these school bags. As we prepare to send these gifts to our 

neighbors in need, we offer prayer and ask your blessing. 
 

L:  For the hands that chose and gathered the fabric, the hands that cut and pieced, the 

hands that sewed and knotted, we give thanks. 

C:  We give thanks, O God, for the generosity of your people. 

L:  For the fellowship of laughter and shared stories among the quilters, and for the quiet 

moments of prayer whispered over every stitch, we give thanks. 

C:  We give thanks, O God, for the community of your grace. 

L: For the hands that cut, pressed, sewed and strung the school bags and the shoppers 

whose generosity gathered the school supplies. 

C:  We give thanks, O God, for the generosity of your people. 

L: For the Sunday School children who filled the school bags learning to care about the 

needs of all of your children. 

C: We give thanks, O God, for the community of your grace. 

L: For the hope that is built into each seam and the care that is woven into each pattern 

bringing comfort to those we may never meet, we give thanks. For the hope and 

potential inside of each school bag sent to a child we may never meet, we give thanks.  

C:  We give thanks, O God, for your boundless love. 
 

L:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and merciful God, it is your will to bring comfort and help to the distressed. 

We ask you to bless these quilts and school bags. As the quilts provide warmth and 

security to those who have no shelter and as the school bags bring the opportunity to 

open doors to learning, may they also provide powerful signs of your abiding love. 
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We pray that all who receive them may experience the gift of your grace and peace. 

Renew our mission to clothe the naked, shelter the homeless, and be a loving 

neighbor to all people on earth. 

C: Amen. 
 

GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
Continued on next Page 



4 - Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration 

of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, 

help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE            Alex Dollar 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and 

Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving 

care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and 

distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected. 
 

1 I will sing for my beloved 

  my love song concerning his vineyard: 

 My beloved had a vineyard 

  on a very fertile hill. 

 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones 

  and planted it with choice vines; 

 he built a watchtower in the midst of it 

  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

 he expected it to yield grapes, 

  but it yielded rotten grapes. 
 

 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

  and people of Judah, 

 judge between me 

  and my vineyard. 

 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 

  that I have not done in it? 

 When I expected it to yield grapes, 

  why did it yield rotten grapes? 
 

 5 And now I will tell you 

  what I will do to my vineyard. 

 I will remove its hedge, 

  and it shall be devoured; 

 I will break down its wall, 

  and it shall be trampled down. 

 6 I will make it a wasteland; 

  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

 I will also command the clouds 

  that they rain no rain upon it. 
 

 7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
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  is the house of Israel, 

 and the people of Judah 

  are his cherished garden; 

 he expected justice 

  but saw bloodshed; 

 righteousness 

  but heard a cry! 
 

L: The word of the Lord.        C: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING:  Philippians 3:4b-14 

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in 

comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The 

power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, 

eternal life with Christ. 
 

[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor 

of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them 

as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power 

of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 
11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
 

  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on 

to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 

consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies 

behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, toward the 

prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.        C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 



7 - Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand as you are able)  

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46 

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that 

their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.     C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 

vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he 

leased it to tenants and went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves 

to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, 

killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and 

they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will 

respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the 

heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of 

the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he 

do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable 

death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest 

time.” 

  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, 
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and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he 

was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 

because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.        C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE: “Press On”         Rev. Brian Hooper 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #729 The Church of Christ, in Every Age 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED (Please stand as you are able) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION      

Each petition will end with the words, “Hear us, O God,” After each petition the 

congregation will respond, “your mercy is great.” 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE (please be seated after sharing the peace) 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: (9:30) “O Come, Ye Servants of the Lord” -Tye 
 

OFFERINGS  
Offerings can also be made electronically using the Vanco Mobile Faith  

Engagement app. More information can be found on our website ssmelca.org  

or use the QR codes listed here: 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN (9:30) ELW #583 Take My Life, That I May Be  

     verse 4 
 

OFFERING PRAYER     

P: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings 

are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and 

our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 

C: Amen 

                      
 for Google            for iPhone        
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CELEBRATION OF  HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, . . . we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 
  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION: “In the night…” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,  forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD  

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN ELW #343 My Song Is Love Unknown 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

P: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant 

life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living 

signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name 

we pray. 

C: Amen.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Please be sure to read the printed announcements.) 
 

BLESSING  

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 

interceding of the Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN: ELW #803 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
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DISMISSAL 

P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE:  (5:00) “The Heavens Are Telling” -L. van Beethoven 

(9:30) "Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth” -arr. John Leavitt 
    

From sundaysandseasons.com     Copyright © 2026  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

Flowers are provided by Julie Starks in memory of Paul’s birthday 
 

THANK YOU FOR SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Ushers: (5:00) Jim Hennessy, Herb Leppien (9:30) Dan Resterhouse, Mason 

Resterhouse, Tom Zuleger 

Reader: (5:00) Nick Winter (9:30) Regan Kunesh 

Communion: (5:00) Set Up - Bonnie Court, Server - Patti Nelson 

(9:30) Cheryl & Dan Stefanski 

Streaming Technician: Eric Sanders 

Coffee Hour: Pat & Shelley Burns, Hosts 
 

Announcements  
 

October food donations will go to our partners at Unity for their food pantry.  Please place 

your food donations in the bins located under the “Giving Station” in the Narthex. Monetary 

donations are always welcome, mark them “Food Ministry” or use an envelope found on the 

Giving Station Board. 
 

Human Concerns is collaborating with our partner congregations to support their ministries 

throughout the summer. Tippecanoe is collecting quarters and one-dollar bills and laundry 

detergent to assist the people they serve with  getting their laundry done. Unity is looking for 

specific items to distribute to their guests. There is a blue bin with more information in the 

Narthex for each of these programs. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 
 

First Communion:  A first communion instruction time with Pastor Brian is scheduled for 

Sunday, October 11 after worship. If you have interest in learning more or participating, please 

contact the church office.  
 

Lutherdale: We are planning a High School Youth retreat,  "Embodied: Faith That Shows 

up."  Dates are November 6-8 and it takes place Friday night at 7pm to Sunday at 10am. Cost is 

$125. 
 

Join the Greater Milwaukee Synod at Ascension Lutheran (1236 S Layton Blvd) at 

6:00pm on Thursday, October 8th for Pride Worship. See the flyer on the bulletin 

board for more information. 



12 - Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 

 

On Saturday, October 10 at 11:00am the Greater Milwaukee Synod will dedicate the synod 

mural at The Table, located at 53rd and Capitol Drive. The artist, Tia Richardson, ministry leader 

at the Table, Venice Williams and Bishop Erickson will be in attendance. For more information 

see the flyer on the bulletin board. 
 

High School Pizza, Pumpkins and Halloween Movie on Saturday, October 24 at 6pm at 

SSM:: Bring your pumpkin to be carved. We will have some pizza and watch a scary movie 

together. 
 

 

 

KEEP THESE SSM MEMBERS IN PRAYER 

Sharon Behling, Pastor Gail Brodersen-Heins, Jay Chadwick, Diana Gastrau,  

Sue Jarchow, Carolyn Kahl, Joy Kilimann,  Sally Kowalewski, Carol Kucharski,  

Billie Jo Kunesh, Shirley Lieske, Carol Mueller, Larry Petricek, 

Joan Retzlaff, Eleanor Salb, Richard Sontvedt  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week at SSM 

Wednesday, 10/7 

9:30am Men’s Bible Study 

5:45pm Handbell Rehearsal 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, 10/8 
6:00pm Pride Worship at Ascension (1236 S Layton Blvd. Milwaukee) 

6:30pm Unfinished Objects 

20th Weekend after Pentecost 

Saturday, 10/10 5:00pm Worship 

Ushers: Larry & Sue Stasiewski 

Reader: Pam Maschke 

Communion: Heidi Hennessy 

Sunday, 10/11 
9:30am 

Worship 

Ushers: Ed Hartfield, Jim Palasz, Adam Woerpel 

Reader: Denise Sanders 

Communion: Jason & Tracy Covert 

Sunday School 

10:45am 1st Communion Instruction 

Rev. Brian Hooper, Pastor     Bonnie Zimmermann, Ministry Assistant    

Tabitha Moldenhauer, Music Director                   Office phone - 414-421-3543 

Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician                  email - office@ssmelca.org 

Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance              Website – www.ssmelca.org 

          Facebook - https://m.facebook.com/SSMELCA/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://m.facebook.com/SSMELCA/
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HYMN ELW #727 Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth 
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HYMN ELW #729 The Church of Christ, in Every Age 
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HYMN ELW #583 Take My Life, That I May Be verse 4 
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HYMN ELW #343 My Song Is Love Unknown  

1 My song is love unknown, 

 my Savior's love to me, 

 love to the loveless shown 

 that they might lovely be. 

 Oh, who am I that for my sake 

my Lord should take frail 

flesh and die? 

 

2 He came from his blest throne 

 salvation to bestow; 

 the world that was his own  

 would not its Savior know. 

But, oh, my friend, my friend 

indeed, 

who at my need his life did 

spend! 

 

3 Sometimes we strew his way 

 and his sweet praises sing; 

 resounding all the day 

 hosannas to our king. 

Then "Crucify!" is all our 

breath, 

and for his death we thirst and 

cry. 

 
 

 

4 We cry out; we will have 

 our dear Lord made away, 

 a murderer to save, 

 the prince of life to slay. 

Yet cheerful he to suff'ring 

goes 

that he his foes from thence 

might free. 

 

5 In life no house, no home 

 my Lord on earth might have; 

 in death no friendly tomb 

 but what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? Heav'n was 

his home 

but mine the tomb wherein he 

lay. 

 

6 Here might I stay and sing— 

 no story so divine! 

 Never was love, dear King, 

 never was grief like thine. 

This is my friend, in whose 

sweet praise 

I all my days could gladly 

spend! 
 

 

Text: S Crossman, 1624-1683, alt. 
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HYMN ELW #803 When I Survey the Wonderous Cross 

 


