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As long as the earth endures, seedtime
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Worship at St. Stephen the Martyr
Sunday 9:30am*
Sunday School 9:30am
Saturday 5:00pm

*Indicates worship services streamed on Zoom,
for Zoom information please contact the church office.
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Pastor’s Page

Dear SSM Faith Community,

As you probably know by now, I love to listen to and tell
stories. I am thankful for all the stories that were shared and
the community building that took place over the summer
months with Bonfires with Brian. In an effort to keep the conversations
moving and to offer an opportunity for study at an alternate time, let’s try
something new.

I invite you to join me for the first Brewed Theology gathering as we explore
“Listening 101.” Over a beverage and good conversation, we’ll consider
listening as a spiritual practice—and ask what it might look like to become
better listeners to one another, to our communities, and to God.

Our first gathering will take place at The Explorium Brewpub in Greendale
on Tuesday night, October 20 at 6pm.

Before we gather, stop by church for a pre-gathering handout to help you
prepare, or you can spend some time reflecting on a few questions:
o Who is the best listener you know? The worst?
« When was a time you wanted to make a point, but weren’t actually
heard?
« When do you feel most loved?
o What is the difference between “hearing” and “listening”?
« How would you grade our country, culture, politics and politicians, and
public figures on their listening skills?
« How would you rate the church—or Christians—on our listening skills?
« How would you grade yourself?
« Who is a group of people who should be listened to, but really aren’t?
« What stories or examples can you think of where God, Jesus, or the
Holy Spirit listens?
No expertise is required—just bring your curiosity, your experiences, and a
willingness to listen. Come ready for honest conversation, thoughtful
questions, and perhaps a new perspective or two. Everyone is welcome. [
hope to see you soon. Peace, Pastor Brian
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Mbaaseng Partner Visit — from Julle Starks

On Monday, August 31 I met with some of the Mbaaseny partnership
committee. I presented a card sharing that $1,000 will be arriving in the
September wire transfer. Pictured above is Pastor Akyoo, Abel Urio,
Eliasenya Pallangyo, Anna Akyoo, Julie, Magreth Mungure, Sir Furaha
Maganga. They shared the following report with me (condensed, full report
available at SSM soon):
Isaiah 41:6 — “They help each other and say to one another, ‘Be strong!’”
Achievements (result of SSM gifts) — 1) Tree planting on church grounds.
2) Scholarships to 9 students. 3) Infrastructure, building of 3 business
rooms to rent. 4) Early Childhood Education, paying a small allowance to
kindergarten teacher. 5) Commemoration, planting and maintenance of 2
trees to honor our partnership. 6) Committee growth from 5 to 10.
Goals — 1) Education, scholarship support for 20 students. 2) Training for
the kindergarten teacher in early childhood development. 3) Business room
increase from 3 to 5. 4) Livestock, increase the sheep project from 20 to
100 sheep. 5) Office, purchase a new computer for the congregation.
The partnership committee includes more English speakers and they would
like to form a WhatsApp group to communicate more regularly with SSM.
Please contact Julie Starks if you would like to be a part of our
Mbaaseny Partnership Committee and/or the WhatsApp
_ communication
Continued on page 4
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My visit to the sub
parish Canaan is
always a treat! The
kindergarten received
25 school bags, each
filled with a coloring
book, a notebook, a
pouch with pencils
and crayons as well as a hand knitted doll made by various groups
including friends of Diana Gastrau. The teacher received extra supplies
as well as story books purchased in Tanzania. Canaan has used some
church property to plant coffee! I am pictured with Wilson Shanguya
(Elibariki’s brother). They harvested cherries for the first time this year.
The Mt Meru coffee you are drinking (in a year or so) may have been
grown on our partner’s grounds! All proceeds from the sale of beans
benefit the parish!
Asante sana to the Memorial Committee for contributing to the wire
transfer gift sent in September! Our partnership is much more than the
sharing of funds. Our hope is that increasing our communication through
the WhatsApp group will help us know each other individually as well as
congregations. Please consider joining us!

Dlocese of Meru Teen Mother Education Program
S a2 | | spoke with Magdalena John, headmistress of
Mshikamano Vocational School and head of
Women’s Ministry for DME about her new
education program for teen mothers. Currently,
teen mothers must drop out of school and have
little opportunity to earn a living. Mshikamano
currently has 10 teen (most, ages 14-16)
mothers enrolled in a yearlong program learning one of three skills,
tailoring, food prep or hairdressing/beauty. Their families care for their

child while the teens attend school 5 days a week, boarding at the school.
Continued on Page 5
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They return home on the weekends. At the end of a year they receive a
certificate and can begin working. Ms Magdalena has 60 girls on a
waiting list with the next session beginning in January, 2027. Cost for 1
teen for 1 year is $460. The Human Concerns committee approved
sharing this information with the hopes that individuals will contribute so
we can support a few girls for this next year. Asante sana for considering
this! Contact Julie Starks with questions, jastarks39@gmail.com, 414-
254-2533

News from Meru

nnnnnnnnnnn

; | B A @mva ~
Julie Starks was a part of a Greater Milwaukee Synod delegation that
attended the ELCA/ELCT Partnership Consultation in Arusha, Tanzania.
The USA and Tanzanian Lutheran churches invited all synods/diocese
with partnerships to attend. Of the 20 partnerships, 8 were represented
with over 60 in attendance. Our goal was to learn more about strong
partnerships and relationships as well as getting to know one another in a
meaningful way. The photo on the left includes Magdalena John, DME
Women’s Ministry; Godwin Nderingo, HR Director DME; Pastor Kevin
Kretzmann Ferrar, St. Matthew’s, Tosa; Julie Starks, SSM, Greendale;
Bishop Paul Erickson, GMS; Assistant to the Bishop and Bishop elect
Ndelekwa Pallangyo, DME; Frank Godwin, Nkoranga Hospital
Administrator; Pastor Alissa Kretzmann Ferrar, Lake Park, Milwaukee.
After the consultation we enjoyed a lunch that included current Bishop
Elias Kito1 as well as Assistant to the Bishop elect Abel Kaaya.

Continued on page 6
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Sunday, August 30
included a full
worship service in
Usa River with
Bishop Paul
preaching, Assistant
‘ to the Bishop
Pallangyo translating and Bishop Kitoi in attendance. There were 7
baptisms, a celebration of 10 years of deaf ministry, 4 offerings,
energetic choir contributions and holy communion! In the afternoon I
briefly met with Elibariki Shanguya who visited SSM 10 years ago and
1s the current partnership chair for Mbaaseny! His daughter Naomi
(now working as a lecturer and physical therapist in Moshi) traveled
with me to Mbaaseny helping with translation and being great
company!

Congratulations to
Bishop elect Ndelekwa
Pallangyo!

Our former partner pastor has
been elected the next bishop of
the Diocese of Meru. His
installation 1s Jan. 17, 2027. A
small delegation from Milwaukee will attend including Julie Starks, a
long-time friend. Dean Pallangyo has successfully defended his
doctoral thesis and will be awarded a PhD in December of 2026!

Rummage
Sale Pictures

Sept. 18
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é Planning for Christmas

Important Christmas related dates and times for your calendar.
Sunday, December 20" 9:30am, Christmas/Advent Concert

Thursday, December 24", Christmas Eve
worship at 4:00pm and 7:00pm

Friday, December 25" 9:30am, Christmas Day
Saturday, December 26" No Worship

Sunday, December 27" 9:30am, Service of Lessons and Carols

SSM Book Club-meets the last Monday of the month, every other month, at 6:30pm by
the fireplace. Meetings for the rest of the year (and into 2027!):

November 30 - Book Club for Troublesome
Women by Marie Bostwick

January 25 - Theo of Golden by Allen Levi

CAN We Continue?

This year so far $113 has been collected for our salvaged
aluminum cans. The money will be matched by an
anonymous donor, so there will be twice as much money for
*$' our food pantries. As we all know, hunger is widespread in
our community and food costs are high and getting

higher. Can we continue to bring beverage cans for
salvage? Place them at the door to the church garage. We salvage cans
until November 8th and resume in April. Remember, the money from this
effort really helps our community. Thank you.

Bob and Karen Rasmussen - Can Coordinators

el B2
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Human Concerns

HUMAN CONCERNS -AT A GLANCE- September 2026

Ministry

Details

Contact Person

September Monthly Food
Ministry Collection: Faith
Santa Fe

Place items in collection bins or
use envelope from Giving Board
for monetary donations

Nancy Payne and Nancy
Mineau make deliveries.

Tippecanoe Laundry
Program

Quarters and dollar bills and
laundry soap to assist with
Sunday afternoon program

Nancy Mineau place
donations in bin in
narthex

Unity To-Go Bag Lunches
September 9th

Volunteer to assist with food prep
and assembly at 1 PM

Unity Hot Meal
September 16th

Volunteer to assist with serving
and clean-up 6-7 PM

Shelly Rosenstock

Unity- donate items for
guests

The Unity clothing closet is
always in need of new men's
underwear and socks (any size)
and hygiene items, such as soap,
deodorant, toothpaste and
brushes, shaving supplies, toilet
paper, wipes, etc.

See sign-up sheets on
bulletin board. To sign
up to help with the
various meals or bins to
donate items

News from Unity and Tippecanoe

Unity - As you may have heard, Unity Lutheran Church is exploring options
for a better use of their property. While the project is still in the planning
stage, decisions need to be made due to the condition of the building. A
meeting was held on September 13th to provide neighbors with preliminary
information and an opportunity to share feedback. St. Stephen the Martyr will
continue to support Unity's food and clothing ministries as they decide what
the future holds for them. Please keep the congregation in your prayers."
Tippecanoe - Tippecanoe’s Laundry Project is doing well and there is some
discussion it may expand. The quarters and detergent we have been
providing are greatly appreciated. They are also looking for new ways to
serve the community and the people near them.
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Stewardship

Take my life and let it be; consecrated Lord to Thee.
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Did it ever hit you that God needs us. It’s the truth. God has never
operated outside of the element of human agency. With one exception,
God needed no one to create the universe. In that creation, Genesis 1 tells
us that “God created human kind. In His image God created them male
and female and gave them dominion over all that God created.” From that
point on humans have had a role in sharing with God the works that needed
to be done.

God called Abraham and his descendants, Moses and his family. God used
kings and prophets. In the later days God became incarnate and came
himself, calling disciples and sending them out to complete the work that
Jesus started. Through the centuries the passing of that ball has never
stopped, from the call to Israel, to the call of the disciples, to the call of the
church, and here we are inheritors of the promises of God. We have been
called to pass the ball to the next generation and to the world that God has
made.

In the prayer of the hymn, we are asking God to take our lives as to use
them. We are asking God to make us agents of the Love of Christ for the
world. That is the work that our congregation has set out to do in the
ministries of food and companionship with congregations who are
struggling. In the work of many social ministry programs including the
quilts and school bags that we send out. It has also been God’s gifts

that these propjets have provided joy and
companionship in the doing of them. The stewardship
of our lives and the gifts that God has given us is
fulfilled in the use of them to God’s purposes.

Join us in building of God’s kingdom.

In Christ Jesus, Rev. Dr. Kipp W. Zimmermann,
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Thursday, 10/1

‘ 1: 00pm ‘Qulltmg Cut & Sew — until 3pm

19" Weekend after Pentecost

3:00pm | Blessing of the Animals
Saturday, 10/3 5:00pm | Worship
. Worship
9:30am Sunday School
Sunday, 10/4 . Coffee Hour
10:45am 3" Grade Bibe Instruction
11:00am | Confirmation at St. Luke’s
9:30am | Men’s Bible Study
Wednesday, 10/7 5:45pm | Handbell Rehearsal
7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, 10/8 6:00pm | Pride Worship at Ascension
6:30pm | Unfinished Objects
20" Weekend after Pentecost
Saturday, 10/10 5:00pm | Worship
. Worship
Sunday, 10/11 AT e oy ol
10:45am | First Communion Instruction
Tuesday, 10/13 6:30pm | Mega/Council Meeting
10:15am | Women’s Bible Study
12 noon | Lunch Bunch
Wednesday, 10/14 5:45pm | Handbell Rehearsal
7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal
21°" Weekend after Pentecost
Saturday, 10/17 5:00pm | Worship
9:30am Worship
Sunday, 10/18 Sunday School
10:45am | Coffee Hour
11:00am | Confirmation Class at St. Luke’s
Monday, 10/19 1:00pm | Quilting — Layering — until 3pm
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Tuesday, 10/20 6:00pm | Listening 101 - Explorium Brewpub, Greendale
9:30am | Men’s Bible Study

Wednesday, 10/21 | 5:45pm | Handbell Rehearsal

7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal

Reformation
2:00pm | Trunk or Treat — until 3:30pm
5:00pm | Worship

. Worship
Sunday. 10/25 9:30am Sunday School

10:15am | Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, 10/28 | 5:45pm | Handbell Rehearsal
7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal

All Saints

Saturday, 10/31 5:00pm | Worship

9:30am | Worship

Sunday School

10:45am | Coffee Hour

11:00am | Confirmation Class at St. Luke’s

Saturday, 10/24

Sunday, 11/1

Congratulations Confirmands
On Reformation Sunday, October 25
4 young adults will affirm their baptism in the rite of
Confirmation

Andre Dean

Adalyn Kopplin
Madeline Miller
Molly Myszkowski




October Happenings

Blessing of the Animals — Saturday, October 3™ at
3:00pm in the Prayer Garden in honor of St. Francis of
Assisi, patron saint of animals and the environment.
Bring your beloved pets as we give thanks for the joy,
companionship, and love they bring into our lives and
ask God’s blessing upon them. All are welcome.
Please bring your pets safely leashed or in carriers.

Pride Worship — The Greater Milwaukee

Synod Reconciling in Christ Ministry Team

invites you to celebrate our diversity as

God’s children in the Pride Worship service

on Thursday, October 8 at 6:00pm at

Ascension Lutheran Church, 1236 S Layton

Blvd.
The Greater Milwaukee Synod is proud to announce
the Dedication Ceremony for the synod mural,
funded by generous donations of many individuals and
congregations. Join us on Saturday, October 10™ at
11:00am at The Table, located at 53" and Capitol

Drive. We will hear comments from the artist, Tia

Richardson, Venise Williams, ministry leader of The

Table, and Bishop Erickson.

RN
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St. Stephen the Martyr presents Trunk or Treat
on Saturday, October 24" from 2:00pm to
3:30pm. Come and enjoy collecting goodies
from the trunks, playing games, doing crafts and
eating snacks. Activities will be both indoors and
outside. Wear you costume and have fun.
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Lunch Bunch

The Lunch Bunch ladies will meet on Wednesday,

October 14™ at noon at a restaurant to be determined. ,\

Lunch is usually the second Wednesday of the month, @ é.
but these ladies love to lunch so from time to time an T ELU Bumch
extra lunch in thrown in. Watch the bulletin and the

monthly newsletters to find out where they are going

each time.

Happy October Birthdays

Rebecca Guardiola 03

Saul Ortega 05

Vincent Ortega 07

Scott Ziegert 09

Jenny Anderson 09

Tom Zuleger 11 Hadley Kreider 26
Shelly Rosenstock 13 Diane Sundquist 27
Adalyn Kopplin 15 John Drover 27
Brian Hooper 16 Jenny Resterhouse 27
Ryan Flohr 16 Emily Kling 27
Jacob Stuedemann 17 Carol Kucharski 28
Greg Kunesh 19 Adam Woerpel 28
Seth Marie Westfall 21 Mary Rockstad 29
Amy Billman 21 Vanessa Weber 30
Maren Hooper 21 Judy Merritt 31
Carol Mueller 23 Carol Malinowski 31
Lauren Revers 26 Kelsey Nehring 31
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Music & Worship

Fall is now upon us. We’re back to Saturday evening
worship, handbells and choir practices on Wednesday
evenings, choir is singing at 9:30 worship service, and the
children are back in Sunday School. October brings
Confirmation on the 25™ as well as the distribution of
Bibles to our 3™ graders (and older if they have not
already received a Bible) and First Communion. We are
also in the planning stages for Christmas, Christmas Eve services will be
at 4:00pm and 7:00pm and Christmas Day will be at 9:30am.

All of this brings opportunities for volunteer growth. New ushers,
communion assistants, readers, and choir and handbell members are
always welcome. Perhaps you could be part of the team that presents
Children’s Messages. There will be a need to help decorate for Christmas
and there are always behind the scenes jobs to be done, like washing
linens, tidying up the worship space or changing the church paraments
with the seasons. There are also some jobs that Jim could use a helping
hand with.

Please reach out to me, Pastor Brian or Bonnie in the office if any of this
sounds like it is right for you. Thank you, Sandy Wesolowski, Chair

Annual Cookie Sale

Get your recipes out!! The Women of SSM are having
our 3™ annual Christmas Cookie/Candy Sale on
December 12" and 13" before and after the church
service. We are again asking for your help. We would ask each family to
donate a batch of their favorite Christmas cookie or candy for the sale. All
proceeds go to both local and international charities. More information to
come in bulletins, Facebook and in church announcements.
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Council Minutes, August 15. 2026

Financial Secretary's Report: * We are on track with the budget. Treasurer's Report:
* Cash on hand total is higher than typical in July compared to the last several years. We
remain in a strong financial position. * Building funds are under $7,000. * In July, a new
CD was opened replacing the current CD that matures in November. Interest income for
the CD is $2,294.73. Financial statements were approved as presented. Pastor’s Report:

* Confirmation classes with St. Luke's will be starting in September and will be held
from 11:00 — 12:15am on alternating Sundays. Currently, around 6-7 participants are
expected to attend. Every 3rd week Pastor Brian will be leading the confirmation classes
and may not be available right after Sunday service. Pastor is planning to meet with
wood worker about the Memorial Tree project. They will come to SSM to look at the
situation and give recommendations. « Some of the youth that attended the Montgomery
trip gave a presentation to the congregation on their experiences and what they took
away from the event. “Bonfires with Brian™ have been successful and will continue.
Each month there is a different “storytelling” topic. Meeting with the “Safe
Congregation team” to update our policy. Met with Sunday School Teachers for fall
planning on curriculum.

New Business: Insurance Policy Renewal Our current building policy with Church
Mutual expires on September 7, 2026. Standard renewal is a 3% increase to $250 for an
annual premium of $9,107. Denise, Pastor Brian, and Jason met with a representative
from Brotherhood Mutual Insurance to view their proposal. Proposals from Church
Mutual and Brotherhood Mutual with a premium quoted of $10,119, will be reviewed
before a final decision is made. Currently, it is the opinion of the Council that staying
with the current insurer is the best choice but will be reviewed after looking at the final
proposals. August newsletters are due by August 18. Committee Reports: Music and
Worship Started planning for fall worship. Christmas services should be at 4:00 pm and
7:00 pm. Property Carpeting needs cleaning. Still waiting for a camera security quote.
Human Concerns Julie will be traveling to Tanzania in late August through early
September and will have the opportunity to meet our new partner pastor. The Meru
coffee harvest from the new trees planted was very good. School bags and other supplies
will be taken to Tanzania. Youth and Family Volunteers are needed for the September
13 Rally Day. Announcements will be made during Sunday Service, on Facebook, SSM
website and bulletin boards. Evangelism It is time to start working on Christmas
postcards to make sure they are mailed in time. Christian Education, Finance,
Stewardship, Fellowship. Meeting was adjourned at 11:50 Pastor Brian offered a closing
prayer. Next Council meeting is on Tuesday, September 8, at 6:30pm. Submitted, Carol
Jackett - Secretary
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OFFICE HOURS WORSHIP AT SSM

. ®
9:00-2:00 Monday - Thursday SUNDAY AT 9:30AM
9:00-12:00 Friday SATURDAY 5.00PM
SSM STAFF SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30AM
Bria.n Hooper, Pastor o *INDICATES WORSHIP SERVICES
Tabitha Moldenhauer, Music Director STREAMED ON ZOOM, FOR ZOOM INFORMATION
Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE.

Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance

Bonnie Zimmermann,
Ministry Assistant

SSM Website: www.ssmelca.org

Facebook:
https://m.facebook.com/SSMELCA

Email: office@ssmelca.org
Phone: 414-421-3543

Sunday School email:
sundayschool@ssmelca.org

St Stephen the Martyr ELCA
6101 S. 51st Street
Greendale WI 53129

(414) 421-3543

October 2026
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