ST. STEPHEN THE MARTYR LUTHERAN CHURCH
Saturday, September 26, 2026 5:00pm
Sunday, September 27, 2026 9:30am

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign
of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair,
while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of
humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the broken bread
and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.

Please note: Sunday Service is streamed, recorded and posted on YouTube beginning with the
prelude and continuing through the postlude. Be aware that you may be recorded when coming up
the center aisle for communion.

ELW is the cranberry red Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship

SSM is equipped with hearing assistance devices. If you would like more information on
how to gain access please see an usher for the instructions and assistance.



PRELUDE: (5:00) “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” -arr. H. Hopson
(9:30) “Fairest Lord Jesus” -Larson Handbell Choir

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP (From Psalm 25)

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

: Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth and teach me,

: for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.

: You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way.

QOTOTOT

GATHERING HYMN: ELW #847 Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing
upon the earth.

C: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God,

C: we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our
own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your
call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our
world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

P: Hear this good news: We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ, in whom
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

C: Amen.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

C: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace
to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the
way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Alex Dollar
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FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents
were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God
insistently invites people to turn and live.

' The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge™? ® As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used
by you in Israel. * Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of
the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.

25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 2 When the righteous turn away from
their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they
have committed, they shall die. 2’ Again, when the wicked turn away from the
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their
life. ® Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had
committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. ?° Yet the house of Israel says, “The
way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that
are unfair?

39 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways,
says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will
be your ruin. 3! Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed
against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house
of Israel? *? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then,
and live.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian
hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s
selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for
Christian accord.

UIf, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the
Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, > make my joy complete: be of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. * Do nothing from selfish
ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. * Let
each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. ° Let the same
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
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® who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
8 he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

? Therefore God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name
that is above every other name,
1950 that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
Tand every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence
but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling,
13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.

L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand as you are able)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there.
His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of
the temple.

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord.

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to
him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who
gave you this authority?” 2# Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you
tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 2° Did the
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘“Why, then, did you not believe
him?’ 2 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John
as a prophet.” 2’ So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them,
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

28 «“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work in the vineyard today.” ?° He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his
mind and went. 3° The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I
go, sir,” but he did not go. *! Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going
into the kingdom of God ahead of you. *?> For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE: “Turn, then, and live” Rev. Brian Hooper
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #623 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

APOSTLES’ CREED (Please stand as you are able)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with the words, “Hear us, O God,” After each petition the
congregation will respond, “your mercy is great”’

SHARING OF THE PEACE (please be seated after sharing the peace)
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

CHOIR ANTHEM: (9:30) “Fairest Lord Jesus” -Hakes
OFFERINGS

Offerings can also be made electronically using the Vanco Mobile Faith
Engagement app. More information can be found on our website ssmelca.org
or use the QR codes listed here:

for Google for iPhone

OFFERTORY HYMN (9:30) ELW #583 Take My Life, That I May Be verse 3

OFFERING PRAYER

P: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings
are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and
our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

C: Amen

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

: The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

: It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, . . . we praise your name and join their
unendmg hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,

Continued on next page
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION: “In the night...”

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.
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Continued on next Page
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION HYMN ELW #432 The Head That Once Was Crowned

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P:

C:

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant
life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name
we pray.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Please be sure to read the printed announcements.)

BLESSING

P:
C:

P:

C:

P:

C.

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the
interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace *F bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW #538 The Lord Now Sends Us Forth

DISMISSAL
P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: (5:00) “Postlude in F”’ -E. Thiman

(9:30) "Sonata 2 in C Minor, Mvt 3” -Felix Mendelssohn

From sundaysandseasons.com Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Flowers are provided by Nancy Mineau in honor of her
Daughter, Sister and Parents

THANK YOU FOR SERVING IN WORSHIP
Ushers: (5:00) Cheryl & Dan Stefanski (9:30) Pat & Shelley Burns, Nancy Mineau
Reader: (5:00) Julie Starks (9:30) Julia Suchy
Communion: (5:00) Cheryl & Dan Stefanski
(9:30) Diane Moraza, Julie Starks
Streaming Technician: Eric Sanders
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This Week at SSM

Monday, 9/28 6:30pm | Book Club

10:15am | Women’s Bible Study

Wednesday, 9/30 12 noon | Lunch Bunch

5:45pm | Handbell Rehearssl

7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, 10/1 1:00pm | Quilting — Cut & Sew — until 3pm

19" Weekend after Pentecost

3:00pm | Blessing of the Animals

Ushers: Jim Hennessy, Herb Leppien

Saturday, 10/3 Reader: Nick Winter

5:00 Worshi i i
pm orship Communion Set Up: Bonnie Court

Communion Server: Patti Nelson

Ushers: Dan Resterhouse, Mason Resterhouse,
Tom Zuleger

9:30am Worship Reader: Regan Kunesh
Communion: Cheryl & Dan Stefanski
Sunday, 10/4 Sunday School
10:45am Coffee Hour — Pat & Shelley Burns, Hosts

3" Grade Bible Instruction

11:00am | Confirmation Class at St. Luke’s Greendale

Announcements

October food donations will go to our partners at Unity for their food pantry. Please place
your food donations in the bins located under the “Giving Station” in the Narthex. Monetary
donations are always welcome, mark them “Food Ministry” or use an envelope found on the
Giving Station Board.

Human Concerns is collaborating with our partner congregations to support their ministries
throughout the summer. Tippecanoe is collecting quarters and one-dollar bills and laundry
detergent to assist the people they serve with getting their laundry done. Unity is looking for
specific items to distribute to their guests. There is a blue bin with more information in the
Narthex for each of these programs. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

Acolytes: We are reintroducing acolytes for worship leadership. Any 6th-12th

graders can serve as an acolyte. We will share some of the responsibilities at a training
session after worship this weekend on September 27. Contact Pastor Brian or sign up on the
bulletin board to register or for more information.
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We are ready to fill school bags. The Sunday School will fill the bags this weekend during
Sunday School time. If you would like to help please follow the kiddos out after the
Children’s Message on Sunday and we will give you a job. Your generosity is quite a blessing
for the children of the world.

Blessing of the Animals - Join us on October 3 at 3:00pm in the Prayer Garden at St. Stephen the
Martyr Lutheran Church, for a special Blessing of the Animals service in honor of St. Francis of
Assisi, patron saint of animals and the environment. Bring your beloved pets as we give thanks
for the joy, companionship, and love they bring into our lives and ask God's blessing upon

them. All are welcome! Please bring your pets safely leashed or in carriers.

3" Grade Bibles: The second “get familiar with your Bible” session will be held after Sunday,
October 4" with Eric Sanders for 3™ graders (or older children who have not yet received a Bible)
who will be receiving Bibles this year from St. Stephen the Martyr. If your child is interested in
participating, please let either Eric or the office know.

First Communion: A first communion instruction time with Pastor Brian is scheduled for
Sunday, October 11 after worship. If you have interest in learning more or participating, please
contact the church office.

Lutherdale: We are seeing if we can get a group together to attend a retreat at Lutherdale for
high school students, November 6-8. Contact Pastor Brian if you are interested.

The Lunch Bunch, formerly known as the Loose Ends Lunch, had such a nice time at lunch this
week that they decided to have a second lunch in September. They will meet at Outback Steak
House on Layton Avenue on September 30™ at noon. Please let Pat Schroeder know if you would
like to attend.

KEEP THESE SSM MEMBERS IN PRAYER
Sharon Behling, Pastor Gail Brodersen-Heins, Jay Chadwick, Diana Gastrau,
Sue Jarchow, Carolyn Kahl, Joy Kilimann, Sally Kowalewski, Carol Kucharski,
Billie Jo Kunesh, Shirley Lieske, Carol Mueller, Larry Petricek, Bob Rasmussen
Joan Retzlaff, Eleanor Salb, Richard Sontvedt

Rev. Brian Hooper, Pastor Bonnie Zimmermann, Ministry Assistant
Tabitha Moldenhauer, Music Director Office phone - 414-421-3543
Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician email - office@ssmelca.org
Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance Website — www.ssmelca.org
Facebook - https://m.facebook.com/SSMELCA/
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HYMN ELW #847 Come, Let Us Join Qur Cheerful Songs

Text: Isaac Waits, 16741748
Music: NUN DANKET ALL, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
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HYMN ELW #623 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
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I Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill  thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in  my hand I bring: sim-ply to thy cross I cling.
4 While 1 draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in  death,
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Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.
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Text: Augustus M. 'I'lTludy. 17401778

Music: TOPLADY. ']

omas Hastings, 17841872
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HYMN ELW #583 Take My Life, That I May Be verse 3

Refrain/Estribillo
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Take my life, that 1 may be con - se - crat - ed, Lord,
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to  thee; take my mo - ments and my days;
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let them flow in cease -less praise. less praise.
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| Take my hands and let them move
2 Take my sil - ver  and my gold,
3 Take my voice and let me sing
4 Take my will and  make it thine;
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con-sa - gra - daa ti, Se - fior;
at  the im - pulse of thy love;
not a mite would 1 with - hold;
al - ways, on - ly for my King;
it shall be no lon - ger mine;
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quea mis ma - nos  pue - da guiar el im -
take my feet and let them be swift and
take my in - tel - lect and use ev - 'ty
take my lips and let them be filled with
take my heart, it is thine own; it shall
Nyt Refrain/Estribillo
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pul - so de tu_at - mor.
beau - ti - ful for thee.
pow'r as thou shalt choose.
mes - sag - es from thee.
be thy roy - al throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, adapt.; Spanish text: Vincent Mendoza, 1875-1955
Music: Toma M1 voLUNTAD, William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956
Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.
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HYMN ELW #432 The Head That Once Was Crowned
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1 The head that once was crowned with thorns is crowned with glo - ry now;
2 The high-est place that heav'n af-fords is  his by sov-reign right,
3 The joy of all who dwell a - bove, the joy of all be - low
4 To them the cross, with all its shame, with all its grace, is  giv'n;
r3
¥ [ g2 s 2 g0 8538352
e e e
0u . | . ; | ™ .
e — 1
1 1 1 .
&—s s g_T_ﬂ:y =SS
a roy - al di - a-dem a-dorns the might - y vic-tor’s  brow.
the King of kings,and Lord of lords, and heav'n’s e - ter-nal light.
to  whom he man - i - fests his love, and grants his name to  know;
their name, an ev - er - last -ing name, their joy, the joy of heav'n.
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5 They suffer with their Lord below;

they reign with him above;
their profit and their joy to know
the myst'ry of his love.

Text: Thomas Kelly, 17691853
Music: ST. MAGNKNUS, Jeremiah Clarke. 1669-1707

6 The cross he bore is life and health,
though shame and death to him;
his people’s hope, his people’s wealth,
their everlasting theme!
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HYMN ELW #538 The Lord Now Sends Us Forth
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En - wvia - do soy de Dios, mi  ma - no lis - taes - td

The Lord now sends us forth with hands to serve and give,
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pa - ra cons-truir con €l un mun - do fra - ter - nal.

to make of all the earth a  bet - ter place to live.
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Los dn - ge - les no  son en - via-dos a cam - biar
The an - gels are not  sent in - to our world of pain
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un mun -do de do - lor por un mun-do me - jor;

to do what we were meant fo do in Je -sus” name;
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me ha to -ca-doa mi ha - cer -lo rea - li - dad.

that falls to you and me and all who are made free.
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A - yi-da-me Se - Fior aha - cer tw vo-lun - lad.

Help us, O Lord, we pray, to do your will to - day.

Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923

Music: ENVIADO, anonymous, Central America
English text @ 1998 Augsburg Fortress.
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