
 
 

ST. STEPHEN THE MARTYR LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Saturday, September 12, 2026 5:00pm 

Sunday, September 13, 2026 9:30am 
 

 
 

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand 

before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that 

we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words 

of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to 

be signs of reconciliation in the world. 
 

Please note: Sunday Service is streamed, recorded and posted on YouTube beginning with the 

prelude and continuing through the postlude. Be aware that you may be recorded when coming up 

the center aisle for communion. 
 

ELW is the cranberry red Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship 
 

SSM is equipped with hearing assistance devices. If you would like more information on 

how to gain access please see an usher for the instructions and assistance.  
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PRELUDE:  (5:00) “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” -arr. A.L. Page 

    (9:39) “Lied” (Song) -Louis Vierne  
 

WELCOME  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

P: Generous God, we praise you! 

C: Risen Christ, we greet you. 

P: You have forgiven us all alike. Set us free again. 

C: You have set us free from all that enslaves us. 

P: As Joseph forgave his brothers, 

C: Give us forgiving hearts. 

Alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit, and transform us by your grace. Alleluia! 

 

GATHERING HYMN: ELW #835 All Creatures, Worship God Most High 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P: Water! Water! We praise you, O God, for water—  

the Root River, Milwaukee River, Menominee, and Lake Michigan,  

the rain that nourishes animals and plants,  

the water for drinking and bathing.  

We praise you, O God, for water.  

C: We praise you, O God, for water.  

  

P: We praise you, O God, for our water stories—  

a flood that cleansed the earth,  

the sea that drowned the enemy,  

a river that healed leprosy.  

We praise you, O God, for water.  

C: We praise you, O God, for water.  

  

P: We remember the waters of Jesus—  

baptized in the Jordan River,  

calming the Sea of Galilee,  

drinking from Jacob's Well,  

healing at the pool of Bethesda,  

washing the disciples' feet.  

We praise you, O God, for water.  

C: We praise you, O God, for water.  
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P: We praise you, O God, for this font,  

for through this water  

you have birthed us into the family of Christ,  

bathed us in forgiveness,  

and enlivened us in the Spirit.  

We praise you, O God, for baptism.  

C: We praise you, O God, for baptism.  

  

P: O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth.  

O God, you are the River, saving us from death.  

O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being.  

We praise you, O God,  

today, tomorrow, forever.  

Amen, and amen.  

C: Amen, and amen.  
 

GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued on next page) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace 

our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing 

your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING OF THE BACK PACKS AND  

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER INSTALATION (9:30)    Pastor Hooper 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had 

done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an 

opportunity to do good and save many lives. 
 

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears 

a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So 

they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say 

to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in 

harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your 

father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down 

before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not 

be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 

intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So 

have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured 

them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

L: The word of the Lord        C: Thanks be to God 
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SECOND READING:  Romans 14:1-12 

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us 

understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge 

one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and 

will judge each of us. 
 

1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those 

who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 

judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment 

on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be 

upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. 

Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it for 

the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those 

who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God. 

  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live 

to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, 

we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord 

of both the dead and the living. 

  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise 

your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is 

written, 

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 

12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 
 

L: The word of the Lord        C: Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand as you are able)  
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Matthew 18:21-35 

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that 

suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.     C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how 

often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, 

but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 

settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 

thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to 

be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be 

made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him 

and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 

fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, 

‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into 

prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 

they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 

place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 

all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your 

fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be 

tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every 

one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.        C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE: “Forgiveness”        Rev. Brian Hooper 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #359 Where Charity and Love Prevail 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED (Please stand as you are able) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION      

Each petition will end with the words, “Hear us, O God,” After each petition the 

congregation will respond, “your mercy is great.” 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE (please be seated after sharing the peace) 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: (9:30) “One Bread, One Body” -Foley 
 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT (9:30)       Kipp W. Zimmermann 
 

OFFERINGS  
Offerings can also be made electronically using the Vanco Mobile Faith  

Engagement app. More information can be found on our website ssmelca.org  

or use the QR codes listed here: 
 

OFFERATORY HYMN (9:30) ELW #583 Take My Life, That I May Be  verse 1 
 

OFFERING PRAYER     

P: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings 

are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and 

our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 

C: Amen 
 

CELEBRATION OF  HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, . . . we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

                      
 for Google            for iPhone        
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION: “In the night…” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,  forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN ELW #471 Let Us Break Bread Together 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

P: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant 

life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living 

signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name 

we pray. 

C: Amen.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Please be sure to read the printed announcements.) 
 

BLESSING  

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 

interceding of the Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: ELW #855 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE:  (5:00) “Sing a New Song to the Lord” -E. Broughton 

(9:30) "Crown Him with Many Crowns” -Michael Burkhardt 
    

From sundaysandseasons.com     Copyright © 2026  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Flowers are provided by Nancy Schneider in Loving Memory of El  
 

THANK YOU FOR SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Ushers: (5:00) Larry & Sue Stasiewski 

(9:30) Dennis Lucchesi, Cheryl & Dan Stafanski 

Reader: (5:00) John Rech (9:30) Cathy Peterson 

Communion: (5:00) Heidi Hennessy 

(9:30) Set Up – Faith O’Connell, Shelly Rosenstock  

Serve Faith O’Connell, Kipp Zimmermann 

Streaming Technician: Eric Sanders 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEP THESE SSM MEMBERS IN PRAYER 

Sharon Behling, Pastor Gail Brodersen-Heins, Jay Chadwick, Diana Gastrau,  

Sue Jarchow, Carolyn Kahl, Joy Kilimann,  Sally Kowalewski, Carol Kucharski,  

Billie Jo Kunesh, Shirley Lieske, Carol Mueller, Larry Petricek, Joan Retzlaff,  

Eleanor Salb, Richard Sontvedt  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Brian Hooper, Pastor     Bonnie Zimmermann, Ministry Assistant    

Tabitha Moldenhauer, Music Director                   Office phone - 414-421-3543 

Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician                  email - office@ssmelca.org 

Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance              Website – www.ssmelca.org 

          Facebook - https://m.facebook.com/SSMELCA/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://m.facebook.com/SSMELCA/
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Next Weekend, September 19th & 20th is Outreach For Hope 

Weekend - Be sure to wear your OFH t-shirt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week at SSM 

Wednesday, 9/16 

10:15am Women’s Bible Study 

3:00pm Rummage Sale Set Up – until 7pm 

5:45pm Handbell Rehearsal 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, 9/17 10:00am Rummage Sale Set Up – until 7pm 

Friday, 9/18 9:00am Rummage Sale – until 3pm 

17th Weekend after Pentecost  

Saturday, 9/19 

9:00am Rummage Sale – until 2pm 

5:00pm Worship 

Ushers: Deb Perl, Patti Nelson 

Reader: Heidi Hennessy 

Communion: Set Up – Bonnie Court 

Communion Server – Patti Nelson 

Sunday, 9/20 
9:30am 

Worship 

Ushers: Chris Dollar, Bob Rasmussen, Shelly Rosenstock 

Reader: Karen Rasmussen 

Communion: Tracy & Jason Covery 

Sunday School 

10:45am Coffee Hour – Dan & Jenny Resterhouse 
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HYMN ELW #835 All Creatures, Worship God Most High! 
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HYMN ELW #359 Where Charity and Love Prevail 
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HYMN ELW #583 Take My Life, That I May Be verse 1 
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HYMN ELW #471 Let Us Break Bread Together 
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HYMN ELW #855 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 


