MARTYR MONTHLY

And why do
you worry
about
clothing?
Consider the
lilies of the
field,

how they

~ grow; they

" neither toil
nor spin,

Matthew
6:28

SEPTEMBER 2026

Wortship at St. Stephen the Martyr
Sunday 9:30am*
Sunday School 9:30am beginning September 12
Thursday 6:30pm in the Prayer Garden September 3™
Saturday 5:00pm beginning September 12th

*Indicates worship services streamed on Zoom,
for Zoom information please contact the church office.
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Pastor’s Page
Dear Family of Faith,

At the end of August, it always seems like we find
ourselves asking, “Where did the summer go?”” School
supplies are once again being gathered, the hours of
daylight are beginning to diminish, and we have
experienced everything from cool nights to extreme
summer heat. The seasons are changing, and fall is just
around the corner.

As we settle back into the rhythms of fall, I invite you to page through this
month’s newsletter. You will find that mission and ministry are kicking into
high gear! Rally Day is September 13, and youth are invited to bring their
backpacks for a Blessing of Backpacks during the children’s sermon. Bible
studies, handbells, choir, and other programs are also beginning soon. Choir
and handbells kick off on September 9.

I am especially excited about our new Sunday school class format and our
collaboration with St. Luke’s Lutheran Church for confirmation classes. These
opportunities will help us grow in faith, build relationships, and strengthen
our connections with one another and with our neighbors in Christ.

As we settle into this new season, I again invite you to worship, to deepen
your connection with God and community, and to be part of this body of
Christ—where all are loved, all are cared for, and all are welcome. If there is a
particular study, activity, or ministry you would like to see happen at SSM,
please let me know. We can work together to make it happen!

And as we step into this busy time of year, be sure to take a moment to
breathe. It will all be okay! Appointments will be kept, events will take place,
homework will get done, and meetings will happen. Take each day in stride,
do the best you can, and remember that you do not have to do it all alone. God
1s good!

Peace, Pastor Brian




Youth Updates

Acolytes: This fall we are reintroducing acolytes to our
worship leadership. We are looking for any 6th-12th
graders who might be interested in being an acolyte.
Contact the church office if you are interested. We will

have an upcoming training se€SSION.  Confirmed in Christ
E Sm ("rtmn'y, 2013

Confirmation Collaboration: We are excited to share = /e ggj‘“
a new collaboration for confirmation. We are ) ,é,‘mf,:,f Chac
: . . Courage sesas @ s
partnering with St. Luke's (Greendale). Confirmation ? w0 L
: - whreer B 28

classes will be for 6th-8th graders and will be on the ldndanding DS
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first and third Sundays of the month at 11:15am. For Gl >+~ KXowi Epar

the first part

of the year classes will be held at St. Luke's and then in the

new year at SSM. During these weeks Pastor Brian might be leaving

shortly after

3
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3" Grade Bibles: Sessions will be held after worship on

Sunday worship.

First Communion: A first communion instruction time is
forming for October. An instruction session with Pastor Brian
is scheduled for Sunday, October 11 after worship. If you have
interest in learning more or participating, please contact the
church office.

Sunday, September 20" and Sunday, October 4™ with Eric
Sanders for 3™ graders who will be receiving Bibles this year
from St. Stephen the Martyr. If your child is in 3" grade and
you are interested in participating, please let either Eric or the

office know.
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High school bonfire and Smores: We will meet at St.
Luke's on Wednesday, September 23 at 6:30pm.

Lutherdale: We are seeing if we can get a group together
to attend a retreat at Lutherdale for high school students,
November 6-8. Contact Pastor Brian if you are interested.
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sreater Milwaukee Synod Reconciling in Christ Ministry Team invites you to

CELEBRATING OUR
DIVERSITY AS GOD'S
CHILDREN

FPRIDE WORSHIP

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2026, 6PM

\scension Lutheran Church, 1236 S Layton Blvd, Milwaukee, Wi
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Planning for

& Christmas

Important Christmas related dates and
times for your calendar.

Sunday, December 20™ 9:30am
Christmas/Advent Concert

Thursday, December 24"
Christmas Eve
worship at 4:00pm and 7:00pm

Friday, December 251 9:30am
Christmas Day

Saturday, December 26" No Worship

Sunday, December 27" 9:30am
Service of Lessons and Carols

Rummage Sale

Get ready to clean out your closets while at the same time
helping to raise funds for SSM and local charities. The

rummage sale will take place on Friday September 18,
from 9am to 3pm and Saturday, September 19, from 9am
to 2pm. Saturday will include a Brat Fry and Lemonade

l‘ ‘ ummage stand. Watch the bulletin board for opportunities to sign

oA

: K ‘s al e (’qu up to volunteer, any day or days from Wednesday through
o Saturday. Donations can be dropped off at Church during

designated times starting Monday September 14th.

Watch for opportunities to purchase pre-sale items in the weeks leading up to the big
day. Volunteers and donors are essential for this event. So sign up and donate. It is a fun
event and thank you in advance for your time and generosity.

Lorin, Rummage Committee
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George Jacobsen 02

H 8 b Lynn Manning 03
appg eptem er Tom Knipple 04
o Joanne Hoeft 06
Bl]’thda]d JP. Maschke 09
Natalie Dietrich 09

Sue DeFrank 10

: Isaac Kling 10
Birthday Joshua Dietrich 10
Breeting Marion Walton 14

Sharol Behling 14

Dana Chybowski 14

Joy Killimann 15

Lori Salas 15

Mark Malinowski 16

Danielle Ziegert 16

Henry Ferguson 16

Roxanne Farrell 17

S8amir Reyes 20

Ron Ropel 22

Nancy Hoffman 22

Deb Perl 23

Penny Whitmore 23

Paula Gray 27

John Bugajski 28

Fred Mueller 29

Ericka Balistreri 29

Jameson Miller 30

Harrison Chybowski 30

WeCanDolt

Thank you to all the SSM members that have brought their aluminum
cans for salvage, resulting in $91 so far this year. These funds go to our
food pantries to buy perishables. Kids may be back in school but
hunger is still abroad in the community. Continue to bring your cans,
placing them at the church garage. We salvage cans until November,
resuming in April. Remember an anonymous donor will match all the
money received from salvaged cans.

p: Bob and Karen Rasmussen - Can Coordinators



Bonfires with Brian

"Bonfires with Brian" is an opportunity to enjoy a
bonfire while telling and listening to our community
stories. The next bonfire and storytelling event will take
place at the Hooper home on September 18 at

6:30pm. Sign up at church, or let Pastor Brian know
that you are interested in attending. The theme for the
evening is: What is the story you want people to tell
about you at the end of your life?

'Bo2k#CLuB

i SSM Book Club-meets the last Monday of the month, every
n other month, at 6:30pm by the fireplace.
oI Meetings for the rest of the year (and into 2027!):

September 28 - The Hate You Give by Angie Thomas

“ November 30 - Book Club for Troublesome Women by
Marie Bostwick

January 25 - Theo of Golden by Allen Levi

Creating a Safe Community

Recently the Greater Milwaukee Synod put together the

document: Recommended Policies and Procedures for a

Safe Community for All of God’s Children (including

Children, Families and Vulnerable Adults). There is a

dedicated team at SSM reviewing this document and \ /
updating it to reflect the practices at SSM. . The group

hopes to share this with the congregation at our annual
meeting. Contact Pastor Brian if you have any questions.

6|Page



Human Concerns

HUMAN CONCERNS -AT A GLANCE- September 2026

Ministry

Details

Contact Person

September Monthly Food
Ministry Collection: Faith
Santa Fe

Place items in collection bins or
use envelope from Giving Board
for monetary donations

Nancy Payne and Nancy
Mineau make deliveries.

Tippecanoe Laundry Program

Quarters and dollar bills and
laundry soap to assist with
Sunday afternoon program

Nancy Mineau place
donations in bin in
narthex

Unity To-Go Bag Lunches
September 9th

Volunteer to assist with food prep
and assembly at 1 PM

Unity Hot Meal
September 16th

Volunteer to assist with serving
and clean-up 6-7 PM

Shelly Rosenstock

Unity- donate items for guests

The Unity clothing closet is
always in need of new men's
underwear and socks (any size)
and hygiene items, such as soap,
deodorant, toothpaste and
brushes, shaving supplies, toilet
paper, wipes, etc.

See sign-up sheets on
bulletin board. To sign
up to help with the
various meals or bins to
donate items

School Bag Project

We are coming close to filling the school bags.

Thank you so much for your generosity. Sunday

School will fill the bags on September 27" during
Sunday School time. If you would like to help please follow the kiddos out
after the Children’s Message on that day and we will give you a job. We have
enough notebooks, pencils and erasers to fill 175 bags. We could use a few
more pens, sharpeners, rulers, crayons and blunt scissors. Counting the 25
bags sent to Tanzania with Julie Starks, with just a little more help we can
meet our high goal of 200 bags. This is quite an accomplishment and your
generosity is quite a blessing for the children of the world.
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Stewardship

Take my life and let it be, Consecrated Lord to Thee
Take my moment and my days; Let them flow in
easels praise.

§
|
“ Pastor Brian has said on many Sundays, “The
' Kingdom of God has come close.” That is the
message that Jesus gave to the world. He told his
disciples to spread that message when they went out to preach the
Gospel. John the Baptist said it at the Jordan when he was baptizing.
It’s a message that can bring comfort to those who struggle with life,
and a message of anxiety for some who are afraid their comfortable life
may be challenged, because it is a message that means change. Change
can mean relief for some and discomfort for others. But the Kingdom
of God has come near and Jesus has asked his disciples to not only
announce it but to work for it.

You may ask, how can I help to bring that about? I’m glad you asked
me that questions. The Kingdom of God comes close when the hungry
receive food, when the weak are supported, when the lonely find
companionship, when the unhoused find a home, when the foreigners
are made welcome, when all who are wayward find rest, when sins are
forgiven and that which is broken is healed. These things have always
been the will of God and God has always sent people to bring these
things about.

We are stewards of the gift of life and we are good stewards when we
reach out with the resource of our lives to share with those in need and
to build the Kingdom of God. Will you join with the sisters and
brothers of St. Stephen the Martyr and work to build God’s Kingdom
right here and right now? Take my life and let it be consecrated Lord to
Thee. We are the resource that God has given the world.

In Jesus’ Name! Amen. Rev. Dr. Kipp W Zimmermann, Stewardship
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15" Weekend after Pentecost

1:00pm Quilting — Cut & Sew — until 3pm
Thursday, 9/3 6:30pm | Prayer Garden Worship
9:30am Worship
Sunday, 9/6 10:45am | Coffee Hour
Monday, 9/7 Labor Day — Office Closed
Tuesdy 9/8 6:30pm Mega/Council Meeting
9:30am Men’s Bible Study
5:45pm Handbell Rehearsal
Wednesday, 9/9 6:30pm | Choir Kick-off Pot Luch
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
16™ Weekend after Pentecost — Rally Weekend
Saturday, 9/12 5:00pm Worship
. Worship
Sunday, 9/13 9:30am Sy Saw
10:15am | Women’s Bible Study
5:45pm Handbell Rehearssl
Wednesday, 9/16 7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal
3:00pm Rummage Sale Set-up — until 7pm
Thursday. 9/17 10:00am | Rummage Sale Set-up —until 7pm
Friday, 9/18 9:00am Rummage Sale — until 3pm
17" Weekend after Pentecost
9:00am Rummage Sale — until 2pm
Saturday, 9/19 5:00pm oy
9:30am | —orship
Sunday 9/20 Sunday School
10:45am | Coffee Hour
11:15am | Confirmation Class Kick-off
Monday 9/21 1:00pm Quilting — Layering — until 3pm
9:30am Men’s Bible Study
Wednesday, 9/23 5:45pm Handbell Rehearsal
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal
18™ Weekend after Pentecost
Saturday, 9/26 5:00pm Worship
. Worship
Sunday, 9/27 9:30am Sunday School — fill school bags
Monday, 9/28 6:30pm Book Club
10:15am | Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, 9/30 5:45pm Handbell Rehearsal
7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal
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Meru News

On Aug. 23, Julie Starks traveled to Tanzania as a
part of the ELCA Tanzania Companion Synod
Consultation. The Greater Milwaukee Synod was
represented by Bishop Paul Erickson, Pastors Kevin
and Alissa Kretzmann-Ferrar and Julie. Eight USA
synods will participate (of the 20 who have
partnerships with Tanzania) and meet in Arusha (very
near the Meru Diocese). This consultation “provides

space for dialogue, prayer, and shared discernment among global
companions...At the heart of accompaniment is relationship. They travel
not as visitors or experts but as companions on the way. The consultation is
designed around listening rather than teaching.”

Julie took with her 25 backpacks, 24 for kids and 1 for the teacher. Each kid
bag has a coloring book, a comfort doll (provided by various knitters) and a
pouch with 12 crayons and 3 pencils. She added a notebook to each when
she got to Arusha. The teacher bag has 5 pouches, 1 with 4 and 1 with 6
erasers (from SSM donations). She added some notebooks, storybooks and
chalk purchased in Arusha.




An exciting report was shared from Mount Meru Coffee
Project by Chair Rick Frowein, who traveled to Meru in
late July about our sub-parish Canaan. “Kaanan, sub
parish of Mbaseny parish... is in the middle of coffee
farms. Most of the congregation members are coffee
farmers. Four years ago, the local leader of the coffee

project worked with the parish evangelist (Ndetaulwa Pallangyo) to 1dent1fy
and secure land adjacent to the church building.

They uprooted the old trees and planted 1040 [coffee] trees which are tended
to by the congregation members. Their first harvest was last year which
produced about 1000 kg of coffee cherries. They expect more this year as the
trees have grown. All of the proceeds of the coffee sale go back to the parish
to support its mission.”

Building Relationships,
Strengthening Communities,
P P

OUTREACH Inspiring Hope!

LIMmDLE
FOR HOPE f
st

Outreach for Hope Ride, Run, Walk! Join SSM
members at one of 4 locations around the Greater

Milwaukee Synod on Sept. 26. Ride with Pastor Brian, é arig
walk with Julie, run with many others, volunteer, cheer on %"
participants and join in on the picnic lunch. Meet Outreach

for Hope enthusiasts and ministry partners. See where the

funds raised through this event go, what types of ministries are stronger
because of this support. Check out the website for Stories of Hope, to sign-
up and to donate! https://www.outreachforhope.org/
You can also write a check to SSM and note the purpose is for the OFH
RRW. Sept 19/20 is Outreach for Hope weekend at all congregations
throughout the Greater Milwaukee Synod! Wear Outreach for Hope gear
to worship and hear a special message from Outreach for Hope Board

P Chair Julie Starks.



https://www.outreachforhope.org/

Loose Ends Lunch/Lunch Bunch

The Loose Ends Lunch ladies have changed their name.
They are now the Lunch Bunch. They will usually meet
on the 2™ Wednesday of every month (back to the
original meeting date of the Loose Ends Lunch)
throughout the fall, winter and spring. In September,
delayed because of Labor Day, they will be meeting

at Open Flame on Wednesday, September 16™ at noon. Open Flame is
located at 5081 S. 108™ Street. Please let Karen Hoffman know if you plan
to attend so that reservations can be made.

Annual Cookie Sale

Save the Date! Our hugely popular annual
Christmas Cookie/Candy sale is coming on
December 12 and 13. Start browsing through
your cookbooks. More information to
come!

Handbell and Choir rehearsals will
begin Wednesday, September 9™
and continue most Wednesday
evenings throughout the year.
Handbells rehearse at 5:45pm.
We'll have a potluck kickoff at
6:30pm, and Choir will rehearse
after that. New members are
always welcome! Please see
Tabitha with any questions.




Council News

Our SSM Church Council had their annual retreat in August. During this half
day retreat, they did team building and storytelling activities. They
participated in a visioning activity in which they considered the structure of
the council and how it fits into our mission tagline of Welcoming all,
Worshiping God, Serving others. They ended the morning by sharing in the
sacrament of Holy Communion.

Following up on the retreat, the council will continue to review the
administrative structure of the council, considering roles, size, membership,
etc. The council is also working to update the congregation’s constitution and
bylaws.

September is upon us and our programming teams are gearing up for an
active fall. We remind you that our Mega Meetings and Council meetings are
both held on the second Tuesday of each month starting at 6:30 pm.

Everyone is invited to participate in these meetings. The first half of the
evening will consist of meeting and planning time for regular committees
(e.g., Human Concerns, Music & Worship) and programming teams
(Christian Education, Youth & Family Ministries, Fellowship, Evangelism,
and more). By having all these meetings on one night, groups are able to
share their ideas, coordinate plans and calendars, and request assistance from
others.

The second half of the evening will be church council meetings.
Congregation members are always welcome to attend. Anyone with business
for the council should submit it at least three days prior to the meeting, to
council president Denise Sanders.

You are invited to participate!
Church News

\ —
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Council Minutes, June 9, 2026

Present: D Sanders, E Sanders, S Wesolowski, C Jackett, J] Covert, L
Stasiewski, Pastor Hooper, L Schuchardt, K Whitmore, K
Zimmermann, A Dollar, K Knipple, excused: J Miller. J Starks
Meeting called to order by Denise at 6:30pm. Opening prayer and
devotion given by Carol. May Council meeting minutes approved as
amended.

Financial Secretary Reports: Over $4000 in youth budget can be
used to cover youth trip expenses for lodging and transportation.
Nothing unusual in financial reports.

Treasurer’s Report: YTD we are over budget. Normally we are under
budget. Probably because some bills have come due. Thrivent does
not show up on our reports. Should we be tracking those funds?
Bonnie received one “phishing call” for which we all need to be alert.
The bank does not show any transactions because of the fraud
attempt. The Financial Reports were approved.

Pastor's Time: Met with youth director and Pastor Monte from St.
Luke’s to discuss collaboration for future confirmation classes. SSM
will have 2 — 4 participants in confirmation next year. * Looking at
updating some policies — funerals and Safe Community Practices. ¢
Final travel plans firmed up for the youth Montgomery trip. We leave
on June 21 and return on June 27. There will be an end of year
debrief with Sunday School teachers. Starting “Bonfire with Brian”
sessions for storytelling.

New Business Memorial Committee Report: Sandy Petricek and
Robin Schuchardt met with council to discuss concern that the current
Memorial Tree is almost full. Blank spaces still available will
eventually be filled with the names of spouses. One option is to
purchase another memorial display in the shape of a cross which
would cost around $2,800. After discussion, the council agreed that
the preferred choice is to seek a possible expansion to the current
memorial tree. Memorial Committee will research possibilities and
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Council Minutes - Continued

reconnect with the Council in the future. The wall next to the current
memorial tree could accommodate branches and is the preferred location
for expansion of the current tree. Church Banner: New church banner was
completed and used during the pride parade. The banner is available for
other events. When not in use, the banner can be hung above the wall by
the kitchen. Electronic Payment Options: Discussion on using electronic
payment options when renting out the facility for events. At this time, our
banking systems cannot accommodate electronic payments. Can be
discussed in the future. Land Lease Update: Council has not heard
anything more about the proposal to change the Land Lease contract.
Since no benefit was found for SSM, no action will be taken.

Committee Reports: Human Concerns Work is progressing on school
bags. A laundry fund has been started to help those in need at Tippecanoe.
Laundry detergents, quarters, and other cash donations are appreciated
and can be placed in the jar that is on the table by the fireplace. Finance.
Schedule for counting summer donations is in place and there should be
no problems. Music and Worship Nothing to report. No summer choir but
looking for volunteers to provide music. Fellowship Rummage sale is
planned for mid-September. Drop off days will be scheduled after Rally
Day. More information is coming. * Evangelism Christmas card planning
should begin in August to allow enough time to get them mailed.
Stewardship Nothing at this time. Property A camera company is willing
to come out and look at our situation. Larry and Eric will be available
when they come to SSM. Youth and Family Vacation Bible School is June
22 —25. The theme 1s Weird Animals and there are currently 13
participants registered. Christian Education Next book club meetings
scheduled for July 27. Book Club will continue in the fall.

There will be no Council Meeting in July. The Council Retreat is planned
for Saturday, August 15. Carol Jackett Secretary
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OFFICE HOURS WORSHIP AT SSM
9: @Q M® ndalhursday SUNDAY AT 9:30AM*

9: a®: 00 Friday

THURSDAY 6:30PM IN THE

SSM STAFF PRAYER GARDEN SEPTEMBER 3RP
Brian Hooper, Pastor SATURDAY 5:00PM SERVICES RESUME
Tabitha Mol denhauer, SEPTEMBER 12™
Mar k Breutzmann, Sat
Jim Hennessy, Church SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30AM BEGINNING
Bonnie Zi mmer mann, SEPTEMBER 12

Ministry Assistant *INDICATES WORSHIP SERVICES
SSM Website: WWW. S S STREAMED ON ZOOM, FOR ZOOM INFORMATION
Facebook: PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE.

https://m.facebook.com/SSMELCA

Emai | : of fice@ssmelc
Phone :-4 43%4 3
Sunday School email:

sundayschool @ss mel cz¢

St Stephen the Mal
6101 S. 51st Stret
Greendale W 5312
(414)3542L3

September 2026
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