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I have set 

my bow in 

the clouds, 

and it shall be 

a sign of the 

covenant 

between me 

and the earth. 

Genesis 9:13 
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Dear SSM Faith Community, 
 

It is hard to believe that soon we will be entering the month of  

August. 

If it's August .... 
 

If it's August, we've had our share of hot, humid, and some smoke-filled days, 

but soon we will notice some cool fall evenings.    
 

If it's August, perhaps you are enjoying the bounty of the garden and field. 

Fresh fruits and vegetables abound.  Enjoy the mouth-watering fresh foods of 

the season!  I am enjoying fresh cherries! 
 

If it's August, we've had a lot of "green" Sundays, and in August we will hear 

more powerful stories of Jesus teaching about feeding a multitude, hospitality, 

and healing.  In August, I invite you to enjoy the “green” of our prayer garden 

for Thursday night services at 6:30pm, or attend the outdoor community 

worship in the Village on August 2.  Or maybe take part in the next “Bonfire 

with Brian” at the Hooper home on Friday, August 14 at 6:30pm 
 

If it's August, we are celebrating another awesome VBS, and a powerful youth 

trip to Montgomery, AL.  Thank you leaders who made VBS awesome, and 

thank you SSM for helping make the youth trip possible with your generosity.   
 

If its August, the quilters are busy at work and school bags our being 

assembled for our neighbors.  
 

If it’s August, SSM is getting ready to participate in the OFH Ride/Run/Walk 

that takes place on 9/26.  I am looking for participants to participate with me.  

Let me know if you would like to ride with me. 
 

And if it’s August we are in the midst of many preparations for all the 

wonderful fall programing.  Rally day kickoff will be September 13 with 

some fun activities. 
 

And so, if it's August, take some time to savor these days with a slower pace. 

Summertime blessings to you.  
 

Peace, Pastor Brian 
 

Pastor’s Page 
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HUMAN CONCERNS -AT A GLANCE- August 2026  

Ministry Details Contact Person 

August Monthly Food 

Ministry Collection: Bay 

View Community Center 

Place items in collection bins or 

use envelope from Giving Board 

for monetary donations 

Nancy Payne and Nancy 

Mineau make deliveries. 

Tippecanoe Laundry Program Quarters and dollar bills and 

laundry soap to assist with 

Sunday afternoon program 

Nancy Mineau see bin to 

donate  

Unity To-Go Bag Lunches 

August 12 

Volunteer to assist with food prep 

and assembly at 1 PM  

Shelly Rosenstock  

  

See sign-up sheets on 

bulletin board. To sign 

up to help with the  

various meals or bins to 

donate items 

Unity Hot Meal 

August 19 

Volunteer to assist with serving 

and clean-up 6-7 PM 

Unity- donate items for guests The Unity clothing closet is 

always in need of new men's 

underwear and socks (any size) 

and hygiene items, such as soap, 

deodorant, toothpaste and 

brushes, shaving supplies, toilet 

paper, wipes, etc. 

Human Concerns 
 

Tippecanoe’s Sunday Laundromat Project is 

gaining momentum.   They are so grateful for any 

help they are given large or small. So far,  our 

Quarter Jar and donations in the narthex have 

collected a total of $121 for the washing machine 

use and approximately 10 containers of laundry 

detergent, an additional donation of  $230 was 

received through envelope donations.   It is a work 

in progress and  coming along with help from 

several organizations.  I hope we can continue this 

kind of help every month! Many thanks, Nancy 

Mineau 
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Quilting Bee Success 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

36 quilts!  26 attendees!  52 hands!  SSM PieceMakers Rock!!  

Planning and prepping brought together our 15-member 

team. We called friends, and congregation members to join 

us to create quilts for LWR. The quilting tables were put on 

risers (gotta take care of our backs), quilt tops, batting, and 

backing were placed under the tables, snacks were provided, 

and fellowship kept up the banter at the  
 

tables. A Lutheran lunch of sides and desserts completed the BYO 

lunches. Quilt bingo completed the lunch hour. The day was filled with 

laughter, grand stories, and tips were shared. This was our 12th BEE, and 

we're planning on number 13 in June, 2027. 

 

 

School Bag Project 

The good news is that we have enough bags in the works to fill up to 200 

school bags. We are now collecting supplies. Our goal was 150 filled bags 

to send off to LWR in the fall, but supplies and cash donations have been 

coming in at such a good rate that I think we can maybe fill all 200 bags. 

Here are the supplies to look for: 

Notebooks, single subject (college or regular ruled) 

  We have enough for 150 bags but will need more for 200. 

Pens, no gel pens please, we still need quite a few 

Pencils, unsharpened – we still need quite a few 

1” erasers – we need more 

Sharpeners – we do not have many of these 

Rulers, with centimeters on one side – we need quite a few 

Scissors, with blunt tips – we do not have many of these 

Crayons, 24 count – these are coming in nicely 

Each week we update the number that we have received on the board in the 

narthex (this table and tub are where you can leave your donated supplies. 

We are also trying to let you know on Facebook where we have found good 

sales. 
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Happy August 
Birthday  

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 and SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19. 

Start cleaning out the house before winter and donate those treasures to the 

SSM rummage sale. Proceeds will be split between the SSM and local 

charities. Donated items can be dropped off at church the week of September 

14th. Specific dates and times will be announced closer to the event. If you 

can’t move items yourself just let us know, we will arrange for pick up. 

Watch for volunteer sign-up sheets soon. Volunteers have the first 

opportunity to get the best deals and will enjoy snacks and fellowship during 

the event. So sign up and be a part of the rummage! Watch for advance sale 

items to be posted once a week starting mid-August.  The first person to get 

their name in for the item will be able to purchase it. These items will be 

some of the nicer items and priced to for a deal. Hope to see you there! 
 

Tim Hinkley    01 
AJ Taylor, Jr    01 
Joan Rezlaff    02 
Jeremy Hanna   04 
Carolyn Birk    12 
Brian Stoddard   14 
Barbara Davies   16 
Jim Palasz    16 
Rae Ann Simley   20 
Tracy Wholean   23 
Collette Haasch   23 
Henry Burmeister  23 
Emeric Taylor   24 
Linda Chaplock   25 
Erin Ankebrant   25 
Mary Kling    29 
Jay Rosiewski   29 
Diane Flohr    30 
Jackson Massey   31  

Rummage Sale 
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Book Club  
 

Bonfires with Brian 

Here is a list of the remainder of the Book 

Club meetings for 2026 and into 2027 

along with the book titles we will be 

reading. 
 

September 28 - The Hate You Give by 

Angie Thomas 
 

November 30 - Book Club for 

Troublesome Women by Marie Bostwick 
 

January 25 - Theo of Golden by Allen 

Levi 
 

 

 

As a community story project, I am launching, 

“Bonfires with Brian!” The plan is to meet 

around a bonfire and tell and hear our 

community stories.   

On bonfire nights we will gather at church or 

my home from 6:30 to around 8pm or so.  

There will be signups at church and we will 

limit each bonfire gathering to 12 participants 

so that everyone has a chance to share. 
 

August 14: At the Hooper home. Theme: Tell 

about a significant act of service you 

participated in.  
 

September: What is the story you want people 

to tell about you at the end of your life. 
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Summer Worship 

Summer worship will continue in the Prayer Garden on Thursdays at 

6:30pm, weather permitting. In case of rain or extreme heat or humidity, 

the Thursday service will be moved into the church building. The last 

Thursday service for the season will be on September 3rd. Saturday 

worship will resume at 5:00pm in the sanctuary on September 12th. 
 

Sunday worship will continue, as usual, at 9:30am. Sunday School will 

resume on Rally Day, September 13th. 

There will be no worship at SSM on August 2nd 
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Take my life and let it be; Consecrated Lord to 

Thee 

Take my moments and my days; Let them flow in 

ceaseless praise. 
 

We would like to have things better in the world. 

We want God to take away all the bad things and 

I believe at times we are disappointed with God 

for not taking them away. If God is so loving why 

is there so much hate in the world. If God is so 

good why is there so much suffering in the world. 

If God is love why isn’t there peace? In the 

questions and the  
 

disappointment in God we forget that we are part of that equation.  

Why indeed! Why have we failed to vacate these things from our lives.  

As stewards of God’s gifts we are asked to take part in building the 

Kingdom of God.  
 

The Kingdom of God is like a net that pulls up all kinds of fish. Do we 

work to honor the diversity of fish in the net? The Kingdom of God is 

like a sewer that sews all kinds of seeds, some is productive. Where do 

we produce the good stuff of God’s love? The Kingdom of God is like 

a buried treasure. What do we spend to own it? Our lives are the gift of 

God to the world. Our calling is to be life for world and all that live in 

it. This stewardship prayer is for God to receive our lives and all that is 

in them and to consecrate them for God’s work in the world. God’s 

work is to bring peace, substance, love, and partnership with all who 

need God’s presence in their lives. We have that! We share it when we 

support the needs of the world. 
 

Take our lives, Lord, and use them! 
 

Thanks be to God! Rev Dr. Kipp W. Zimmermann, Stewardship 
 

Stewardship 
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10th Week after Pentecost 

Sunday, 8/2 9:00am Village Days Worship in Greendale (no service at SSM) 

Thursday, 8/6 1:00pm Quilting – Cut & Sew – until 3pm 

11th Weekend after Pentecost 

Thursday, 8/6 6:30pm Prayer Garden Worship 

Sunday, 8/9 
9:30am Worship 

10:45am Coffee Hour 

Tuesday, 8/11 6:30pm Mega Meeting – no council meeting this day 

12th Weekend after Pentecost 

Thursday, 8/13 6:30pm Prayer Garden Worship 

Friday, 8/14 6:30pm Bonfires with Brian – at the Hooper residence 

Saturday/ 8/15  Council Retreat 

Sunday, 816 9:30am Worship 

Monday, 8/17 1:00pm Quilting – Layering – until 3pm 

13th Weekend after Pentecost 

Thursday, 8/20 6:30pm Prayer Garden Worship 

Sunday, 8/23 
9:30am Worship 

10:45am Coffee Hour 

14th Weekend after Pentecost 

Thursday, 8/27 6:30pm Prayer Garden Worship 

Sunday, 8/30 9:30am Worship 

 
2026 

Coming Up In September 
Last Prayer Garden Service for the Season – Thursday 9/3 

Memorial Day, Office Closed – Monday 9/7 

Bible Study Resumes – Men, 9/9 & Women, Wednesdays 9/16 

Handbell & Choir Rehearsals resume -Wednesday 9/9 

Rally Day and Sunday School resume – Sunday 9/13 
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Loose Ends Lunch/Lunch Bunch 

Ministry Assistant Summer Hours 

The Loose Ends Lunch ladies have changed their 

name. They are now the Lunch Bunch. They will 

usually meet the 2nd Wednesday of every month 

(back to the original meeting date of the Loose 

Ends Lunch) throughout the fall, winter and  
 

spring. In September, delayed because of Labor Day, they will be meeting 

at Open Flame on Wednesday, September 16th at noon. Open Flame is 

located at 5081 S. 108th Street. Please let Karen Hoffman know if you plan 

to attend so that reservations can be made. 

Bonnie’s hours will continue to be shortened to 4 

days a week during August, usually Tuesday to 

Thursday, 9am to 2pm and Friday, 9am to noon. 

These days may vary some depending on scheduled 

events. The regular schedule will resume after 

Labor Day. 

 

Thrivent Choice Changes 

Thrivent has updated its Thrivent Choice Program. Now all Thrivent 

members receive choice dollars to designate to the organization of their 

choice. Also, dollars are now available in full at the beginning of the year. 

If you have Thrivent Choice  
 

dollars to designate and wish to do so, these funds can be 

designated to St Stephen the Martyr Greendale through the 

Thrivent website: https://connect.thrivent.com/the-

groleau-financial-group/about-us/community-

impact/thrivent_choice_dollars 

Or look up “Thrivent Choice Dollars” 
 

 

 

https://connect.thrivent.com/the-groleau-financial-group/about-us/community-impact/thrivent_choice_dollars
https://connect.thrivent.com/the-groleau-financial-group/about-us/community-impact/thrivent_choice_dollars
https://connect.thrivent.com/the-groleau-financial-group/about-us/community-impact/thrivent_choice_dollars
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July 12, Baptism of 

Reggie Ray Upson, 

parents Natalie and 

Matthew, big sister 

Rhylee 

Stay Hydrated & Support Local  
Food Pantries! 

With this summer's exceptional heat, staying hydrated is 

more important than ever. As you enjoy your beverages, 

please remember to save your aluminum cans to support  

our local food pantries. You can drop them off at the  

church garage. 
 

Our last two "can runs" to the salvage yard raised $62, and we will soon 

have enough for another trip. Please keep the cans coming—these extra 

funds are used to purchase essential perishables for the pantries.  
 

Additionally, an anonymous donor has promised to match all funds raised, 

doubling the impact of your contributions. Thank you to all the "Martyrites" 

who have contributed their cans and helped the planet!  

Bob and Karen Rasmussen   - Can Coordinators 
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Youth Trip to Montgomery 

 

June 21, to 27 
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Council Minutes, May 12, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Church Council – Tuesday, May 12, 2026  

Present: S Wesolowski, J Starks, C Jackett, J Covert, L Stasiewski, 

Pastor Brian, L Schuchardt, K Whitmore, K Zimmermann, A Dollar, 

K Knipple, excused: D Sanders, E Sanders, J Miller. Meeting was 

called to order by Lorin at 7:20 pm. Opening prayer and devotion by 

Kristy. April minutes approved as amended.  

Financial Reports: Financial Secretary’s Report - General fund 

continues to exceed budget. Received $210 from the Billy Sims 

fundraiser that will go toward the youth trip to Alabama. Treasurer’s 

Report - Total of $1134 from Easter donation funds, including $500 

from Thrivent funds, sent to our partner Mbaaseny Parish. $1,500 in 

food donations were sent to 3 partner churches. Ash Wednesday funds 

were sent to ELCA Disaster Response in May.  

Pastors Time: Germany trip postponed until 2027. Will be 

celebrating volunteers during the weekend of Pentecost, May 24. 

Cookout is planned for June 18 in the prayer garden - blessings to 

youth from SSM and St Luke’s - Waukesha attending this summer’s 

trip to Montgomery, Alabama. Orientation for those interested in 

joining SSM and new members May 10. Santa Fe pastor will be 

installed on May 24. Received a “Thank You” From GMS for 

benevolence donations. Looking at starting “Bonfires with Brian” 

soon where we can engage in storytelling. Position Review – 

Secretary, secretary’s job requirements, responsibilities, and time 

requirements were reviewed. Task of setting the Council meeting 

agenda is being done by the Council President, not the secretary - 

should be continued. Amount of time to fulfill the responsibilities is 

around 5-6 hours monthly.  

Church Banner Decision made to move forward with printing one of 

the three options reviewed. Kristy will follow up on banner 

completion and Julie will buy a rod for hanging the banner. The 

banner should be completed in a couple of weeks.  
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Pride Worship and Parade SSM will be taking part in the Pride Parade 

June 7 at 2:00 in Walkers Point. A signup sheet is posted for those interested. 

Posters will be made after worship service on June 7. The banner should be 

available. Pride Worship will be held at Ascension Lutheran on June 11, at 

6:30 pm.  

Insurance Update Meeting set for June 18 at 11:00 with Lightwell 

Insurance to discuss options. 

Committee Reports: Human Concerns Julie will attend the Tanzania 

Partnership Consultation in Tanzania in August with the GMS Bishop and 

two GMS pastors. Would it be proper to bring a gift? Focus for summer food 

drives will be “kid friendly foods.” Tippecanoe will start a laundry project 

for the unhoused this summer. Money (dollars and quarters) will help 

support this project. Meru coffee is celebrating 25 years of business; A 

representative will be here to give a presentation about Meru on May 17. 

Finance No report Music and Worship First prayer garden service will be 

June 11 at 6:30. Last Saturday worship will be June 6. Fellowship Rummage 

sale planned for the fall when more people are available to volunteer. With 

brat and lemonade sale. Evangelism Church banner will be available for the 

pride parade. Will be 6’x 3’ and made of vinyl. Can also be used for other 

church events. Stewardship Nothing new to report, but working on starting a 

newsletter. Property New compressor delivered, will be installed soon. 

Youth and Family Vacation Bible School will be Monday, June 22 through 

Thursday June 25. Theme for this year is “Weird Animals.” Cookout will be 

held at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 18, to send off our youth and those from 

St. Luke’s–Waukesha as they prepare for their trip to Montgomery, 

Alabama. Christian Education Last Sunday school classes for the summer 

will be on June 7. Book club meets on Mondays at 6:30, is completing the 

current book. Next book – Heaven and Earth Grocery Store in July.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:30. Pastor Brian offered closing prayer.  

Next Mega/Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 9. Reminder: 

the Council Retreat is scheduled for Saturday, August 15 from 8:00am to 

noon.  

Respectfully submitted, Carol Jackett, Secretary  
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9:00-2:00 Monday - Thursday 

9:00-12:00 Friday 

 
Brian Hooper, Pastor  

Tabitha Moldenhauer, Music Director 

Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician  

Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance 

Bonnie Zimmermann,  

    Ministry  Assistant              
  

SSM Website:  www.ssmelca.org  

Facebook:        

https://m.facebook.com/SSMELCA/ 
  

Email: office@ssmelca.org 

Phone: 414-421-3543 

Sunday School email: 

sundayschool@ssmelca.org 

 

  

 

St Stephen the Martyr ELCA 

6101 S. 51st Street 

Greendale WI 53129 

(414) 421-3543 
  

 

 

 

 

August 2026 

 

https://m.facebook.com/SSMELCA/

