
 
 

ST. STEPHEN THE MARTYR LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Saturday, May 30, 2026 5:00pm 

Sunday, May 31, 2026 9:30am 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the 

apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his 

disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More 

than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God 

of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We 

celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, 

and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith. 
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Please note: Sunday Service is streamed, recorded and posted on YouTube beginning with the 

prelude and continuing through the postlude. Be aware that you may be recorded when coming up 

the center aisle for communion. 
 

ELW is the cranberry red Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship 
 

SSM is equipped with hearing assistance devices. If you would like more information on 

how to gain access please see an usher for the instructions and assistance.  
 

PRELUDE: (5:00) “To God Be the Glory” -arr. P. Burkhardt 

    (9:30) “Holy, Holy, Holy” -arr. James Kosnick 
 

WELCOME  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

P: Eternal God, we praise you! 

C: Risen Christ, we greet you! 

P: Holy Spirit, we are one body by your grace. 

C: You are present, you are holy, and we worship you. 

P: Glory be to you, O God of all Creation. 

C: Thanks be to you, O Christ, for our salvation. 

P: Eternal God, Holy Trinity, bless us as we worship. 

C: Alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit, and transform us by your grace. Alleluia! 
 

GATHERING HYMN: ELW #410 All Glory Be to God on High 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Compassionate God, 

C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden 

is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 

I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins 

are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

C: Amen. 
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GREETING             

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

THIS IS THE FEAST 

 
Continued on nexyt page 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-

One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this 

faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you 

live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (9:30) (Please be seated)      Kelly Sachse 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-

giving Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is 

good and then rests on the seventh day. 
 

1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, 

and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of 

the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that 

the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light 

Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
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first day. 

  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 

under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called 

the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and 

let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 

that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God 

said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind 

on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 

the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. 

  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from 

the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them 

be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made 

the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 

night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 

earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 

darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was 

morning, the fourth day. 

  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds 

fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters 

and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and 

every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, 

saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 

the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 

creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made 

the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything 

that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and 

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the 

cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps 

upon the earth.” 

 27 So God created humans in his image, 

  in the image of God he created them; 

  male and female he created them. 
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28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 

and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 

over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you 

every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in 

its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird 

of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, 

I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he 

had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, 

the sixth day. 

  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth 

day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the 

work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it 

God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 

  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord         C: Thanks be to God 
 

SECOND READING:  2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship 

grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s 

partnership. 
 

[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; 

agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 

you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 

  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with all of you. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord         C: Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (please stand as you are able)  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20 

After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to 

baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.     C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 

them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came 

and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.        C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE “Relationships”        Rev. Brian Hooper 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #413 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 
 

NICENE CREED: (please stand as you are able) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us 

and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION      

Each petition will end with the words, “God of grace,” After each petition the 

congregation will respond, “hear our prayer.” 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE (please be seated after sharing the peace) 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: (9:30) “Prayer to the Trinity” -Bedford 
 

OFFERINGS  
Offerings can also be made electronically using the Vanco Mobile Faith  

Engagement app. More information can be found on our website ssmelca.org  

or use the QR codes listed here: 
 

OFFERING PRAYER     

P: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you 

and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 

CELEBRATION OF  HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Please stand as able) 

 
 

 

                      
 for Google            for iPhone        
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, . . . we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION: “In the night…” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,  forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN ELW #412 Come, Join the Dance of Trinity 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 

abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share 

your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  

C: Amen.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Please be sure to read the printed announcements.) 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: (9:30) “When It Seems the Day Will End” -Rimbo 
 

BLESSING  

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 

always. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN: ELW #756 Eternal Father, Strong to Save 

 

DISMISSAL              

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C: Thanks be to God.  
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POSTLUDE:  (5:00) “Psalm 19: The Heavens Declare the Glory of God” -B. Marcell 

    (9:30) “Prelude in C Major” -S. S. Bach BWV547 
    

From sundaysandseasons.com     Copyright © 2026  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

THANK YOU FOR SERVING IN WORSHIP 
Ushers: (5:00) Larry & Sue Stasiewski 

(9:30) Jack Klman, Shelly Rosenstock, Adam & Andrea Woerpel 

Reader: (5:00) John Rech  (9:30) Bonnie Zimmermann 

Communion: (5:00) Set Up Betty Kroll Server Heidi Hennessy 

(9:30) Cheryl & Dan Stefanski 

Streaming Technician: (9:30) Eric Sanders 

Coffee Hour: (9:30) Debbie Barth, Host 
 

Announcements 
 

Summer Prayer Garden Services begin Thursday, June 11th at 6:30pm and will continue until 

Labor Day. During this time there will be no Saturday worship services. 
 

SSM is marching, with others from the Greater Milwaukee Synod, in this year’s Pride 

Parade, which kicks off on Sunday, June 7th at 2:00pm in Walker’s Point 2nd St. in Walker’s 

Point between Scott St & Seeboth St. If you would like to participate, be there by 1:00pm and 

look for the GMS float. After worship on June 7th, anyone can stay around to make posters for the 

parade. There will also be a Pride worship service on June 11 at 6:30pm at Ascencion Luth. 

Church. See the bulletin board between the offices for more information. 
 

The SSM Quilting Bee is coming up on Monday, June 15th from 9am to 3:00pm (come when 

you can and leave when you must. You do not have to sew to participate, there are plenty of 

things to do beside sewing (although sewing is an option). There will be plenty of people to show 

you what to do if you have never participated before. More information and a sign-up sheet are 

located on the bulletin board between the offices. 

 

This Week at SSM 

Wednesday, 6/3 9:30am Men’s Bible Study 

2nd Weekend after Pentecost – Welcome of New Members 

Saturday, 6/6 5:00pm Worship 

Ushers: Cheryl & dan Stefanski 

Reader: Heidi Hennessy 

Communion Set Up: Bonnie Court 

Communion Server: Patti Nelson 

Sunday, 6/7 9:30am 
Worship 

Ushers: Chris Dollar, Marge Muroni, Jim Palasz 

Reader: Cathy Peterson 

Communion Set Up: Denise Sanders 

Communion Servers: Denise Sanders, Bonnie Daleness 

Last Day of Sunday School for the Summer 
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The SSM Rummage sale will be on Friday and Saturday, September 18 & 19. Sign-

up sheets and more information will be posted soon. 
 

For the summer months SSM is collecting kid-friendly foods. During the summer there are no 

school lunches and many kids are home alone while their parents work. Please place your food 

donations in the “swimming pool of food” in the Narthex. Food suggestions are provided on the 

poster. The June collection will go to Faith Santa Fe.  
 

KEEP THESE SSM MEMBERS IN PRAYER 

Sharon Behling, Pastor Gail Brodersen-Heins, Jay Chadwick, Diana Gastrau,  

Sue Jarchow, Ken & Carolyn Kahl, Joy Kilimann,  Sally Kowalewski, Dick Kroll,  

Carol Kucharski, Billie Jo Kunesh, Shirley Lieske, Carol Manning, Larry Petricek, 

Joan Retzlaff, Stephanie Rodenkirch, Eleanor Salb, Richard Sontvedt 
 

PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Brian Hooper, Pastor     Bonnie Zimmermann, Ministry Assistant    

Tabitha Moldenhauer, Music Director                   Office phone - 414-421-3543 

Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician                  email - office@ssmelca.org 

Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance              Website – www.ssmelca.org 

          Facebook - https://m.facebook.com/SSMELCA/ 
 

 

 

 

 

Brent, grandson of Dennis & Geri Lucchesi 

Carol, sister of Heidi Hennessy 

Cheryl, sister-in-law of Larry & Sue Stasiewski 

Helen, mother of Jenny Koeff 

Pam Baranowski, friend of Kelly and Greg 

Sachse 

Irene Bonnert, mother of Deb Perl 

Evelyn Buck, cousin of Pastor Maren  

Arlene Cich, cousin of Don Manning 

Corstan Court, son of Bonnie Court 

Jennifer F and her family, friends of Kelly 

Sachse 

Julie Francis, daughter-in-law of Sally 

Kowalewski 

Marcia Gabriel, friend of Nancy Mineau & 

Marion Walton 

Mimi Garcia, former administrative assistant at 

SSM 

Karen Gastrau, daughter-in-law of Diana Gastrau 

Liane Guthrie, daughter of Dianne Niese 

Tim Ingram, grandson of Ron Ropel 

 

 

 

 

Robert Koenen, friend of Don & Carol Manning 

Beth Klosinski, daughter of Linda Schmidt 

Jon Kowalewski, husband of Sally Kowalewski 

Tim Lingen, nephew of Nancy & Bruce Mineau 

Ted & Ellen P., family of Gail Jakus 

Paul R, friend of Shelly Rosenstock 

Leroy Robinson, father of Linda Schmidt 

Deb Rusch, friend of Kelly & Greg Sachse 

Gloria Simley, sister of Dave and Rae Ann  

Simley 

Richard Sorenson, friend of Jim & Heidi 

Hennessy 

Barb Starks, mother of Julie Starks 

Lynne Turnquist, friend of Carol Manning 

David Vento, friend of Al Behling 

Billy Waters, Stepdad of Lori Salas 

Chrissy White, daughter of Sue Herman 

Susan White, sister of Sally Kowalewski 

Irene Yung - daughter-in-law of Jay and Sally 

Chadwick 

Cohen Zettle, family of Pam Young 

 

 

https://m.facebook.com/SSMELCA/
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HYMN ELW #410 All Glory be to God on High 
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HYMN ELW #413 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 
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HYMN ELW #412 Come, Join the Dance of Trinity 
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HYMN ELW #756 Eternal Father, Strong to Save 

 


