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for all the peole:”
Luke 2:10b

Christmas Worship
Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24th 4:00pm* and 8:00pm
Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25th 9:30am*

*Indicates worship services streamed on Zoom,
for Zoom information please contact the church office.




Pastor’s Page

Dear SSM Faith Community,

“Are we there yet?” I remember asking my par-
ents this on long car trips to visit my uncle in
Indiana. My teenagers also asked this question
this summer as we took a road trip to Colorado.
Perhaps you also have been asked, “Are we there
yet?” It is a question that unites young travelers,
and parents, throughout the generations.

Has there ever been a time in your life when you

were filled with so much anticipation for some-

thing, that you felt you might burst before the anticipated event arrived? A
first date? The first day of college, when you were finally free to live on
your own and make your own rules? Was it the arrival of your first-born
child? Maybe it was that first day of retirement?

Whatever the occasion, many of us can relate to the joyful anticipation of
waiting for something or someone to arrive. Advent literally means waiting.
But for many of us, this is difficult to do. Young children can’t wait for
Christmas and to receive presents. The rest of us are surrounded by images
and signs that point us toward a Christmas season already here: holiday par-
ties, decorations, music, the shopping.

Ironically, in all the hustle and bustle, Advent invites us to slow down, to
take a breath; pause for a moment in silence and stillness, and wait. It’s
more than waiting for Christmas, or for the baby Jesus. This season invites
us into the rthythm and reminder of waiting for the promised one to return
on the last day.

And so, we gather on these weekends of Advent around Word and Sacra-
ment. With singing and silence, we wait and we work for justice.

Are we there yet? No, not yet. Yet in some sense, yes, for Christ is here in
the bread and wine, the waters of baptism, and in the faces of one another.
They are enough for the journey...until we get there.

Peace, Pastor Brian
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2025 CArIstmdas Services
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Blue Christmas Service

Saturday, December 20" 5:00pm
A contemplative service for those for whom the

holidays can be difficult

Advent/Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 21 9:30am*

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24™ 4:00pm* and
8:00pm

Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25" g9:30am*

Service of Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 28 9:30am*

Note: There will be no worship on Saturday, December 27"

*indicates worship services that are streamed on Zoom in
addition to being in person
please contact the office for Zoom information
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December Youth Events

Dec. 14 - PJ Day & Christmas Party

Come to Sunday School in your jammies and stay after-
wards for our Sunday School Christmas Party! Youth will
make a few advent crafts, grinch slime, play some fun games
together, and watch the old Grinch cartoon over a pizza
lunch. Fun will begin right after coffee hour in the Luther
Room: 10:45-1pm

Drop off for students ages 5yrs+. 4yrs and under are welcome to stay with
their favorite grownup.

Dec. 21 - Sunday School Christmas Program

Sunday School youth will present the Christmas Story along
with a few songs during the 12/21 service.

NOTE: Students will come up during the Children's Sermon
to sing and will return to their families in the pews after-
wards.

T2 Following service on 12/21 there will be a bonus coffee hour
hosted by Youth & Family with youth games and activities out. Come and
fellowship over the advent season together!

Music and Worship

Please join the SSM community on Sunday, December 21 at |
9:30AM for the Advent Christmas concert featuring the Sun- *
day School, Choir, and Handbells. This will be a hopeful and ./‘7,7
joyous event to welcome the Christ Child for Christmas.

Please note that Christmas Eve services will be at 4PM and
8PM on December 24. Christmas Day service will be at 9:30AM. The
4PM Christmas Eve service will have participation by the Handbells and
Choir.

Other Christmas services will be the Blue Christmas service on Saturday,
December 20th at 5:00pm. This is a contemplative service for those for
whom the holidays can be difficult.

A service of Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, December 28th at
9:30am. There will be no service on Saturday, December 27th.

b\ I
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Blue Christmas Service

While Advent is a season of hope and Christmas is a sea-
son of joy, not everyone feels hopeful or like celebrating.
Feelings of grief, depression, loneliness, and loss may be
heightened and magnified. Even those who are not strug-
gling with losses may feel the stress of preparations and
expectations around Christmas time. This service is
meant to provide a time and place of solace during the often hurried and
overwhelming days surrounding the celebration of Christmas. We come to-
gether seeking healing and a safe space to share grief, sadness, loneliness,
or confusion when these emotions often feel out of place during the holi-
days. Blue Christmas will be Saturday, December 20 at Spm.

Women of SSM Cookie Sale

Get ready for our FANTASTIC, FAN-FAVORITE ANNU- _*
AL Christmas cookie/candy fund raiser, December 13 ’
and 14 both before and after services. As usual we are
asking families to donate a batch of their favorite Christ-
mas cookie or candy. Please drop them off at church ei-
ther Friday, December 12 between 9 and noon OR Saturday, December 13
between 9 and 11 am. We will then put them together in boxes of assorted
cookies and sell them for $9.00 a pound. Remember this is a fund raiser
and all proceeds are donated to both local and international charities. More
volunteers to help with boxing and sales are needed, please let the office or
Bonnie Daleness at 414 477-8706 know if you would be willing to help.

Christmas Caroling at Harbor Village
P/ & = Our confirmation class will bring joy to our
‘& friends at Harbor Village (5700 Mocking-
¥ bird Ln, Greendale) with some Christmas
carols on Thursday, December 4 at
6:30pm. All are welcome to join us for car-
oling. Cookies will be enjoyed afterward.
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Mt Meru News

Communication with partner pastor, Kaanael Akyoo has been
a challenge due to language difficulties. His English is way
better than my Swabhili but spotty. He did share an update on
our supported students with gratitude for our continued sup-
port:

Victoria Ezekiel Kaaya (no relation to Pastor) is now studying hairdress-
ing in Arusha.

Baraka Mbise is attending post secondary school, tour guide?

Upendo Abel Mbise is form four (secondary school).

Happyness Skawa is in secondary school

Gladness Stivin Kimario is form two in secondary school.

In concerning news, Tanzania held national election on Oct. 29, reelected
their sitting president. There were protests challenging the transparency
and dis-allowing main opponents from running. This resulted in violence,
deaths, curfews, internet and travel disruptions. Please pray for a return to
peace and a democratic process. For more information search Tanzania
election protests.
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Wednesday, 12/3

12:30pm Men’s Bible Study

5:45pm |Handbell Rehearsal

7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, 12/4

6:30pm | Caroling at Harbor Village

2nd Weekend of Advent

Saturday, 12/6

5:00pm |Worship

Sunday, 12/7

Worship
9:30am

Sunday School

Tuesday, 12/9

6:30pm |Mega/Council Meeting

Wednesday, 12/10

10:15am |Women’s Bible Study

12 noon |Loose Ends Lunch

5:45pm |Handbell Rehearsal

7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, 12/11

6:30pm | UnFinished Objects

3rd Weekend of Advent

Saturday, 12/13

4:30pm |Women of SSM Cookie Sale

5:00pm |Worship

Sunday, 12/14

9:00am | Women of SSM Cookie Sale

Worship
9:30am

Sunday School

10:45am | Coffee Hour

11:00am | Youth Christmas Party & PJ Day - until 1:30pm
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12:30pm |Men’s Bible Study
Wednesday, 12/17 5:45pm |Handbell Rehearsal
7:00pm | Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, 12/18 6:30am | Confirmation Class
4t h Weekend of Advent
Saturday, 12/20 5:00pm | Worship - Blue Christmas Service

9:30am | Worship - Advent/Christmas Program
10:45am | Special Coffee Hour and Youth Advent Event

Sunday, 12/21

The Nativity of Our Lord

4:00pm

Wednesday, 12/24 Christmas Eve Worship
8:00pm

Thursday, 12/25 9:30am | Christmas Day Worship

1st Weekend of Chri st mas

9:30am | Worship - Service of Lessons and Carols
10:45am | Coffee Hour

Sunday, 12/28

December Loose Ends Lunch

The December luncheon will be held at the Melrose, located
at 6840 S 27th Street on December 12th at noon. Please let
Pat Schroeder know if you plan to attend.

Outreach for Hope Ride Run Walk

f The numbers are in! $172, 869 was
raised through the Ride, Run, Walk event
PR this year. Donations were received

% through October beating the $165,000
W 2oal! Funds will support ministry partner
programs through grants. Thank-you for
your generous support!
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High School Youth Group

We had fun during our first gathering with friends from St. Luke's Luther-
an church for a scavenger hunt on November 8th. We will plan on meeting
on the second Saturday of each month from 6:30pm-8:30pm. We will
meet next on January 10 at St. Luke's and will be making pizzas.

A B \\«
gh School Tr|p to Montgomery, AL

' We have an opportunity to do a service/learning ex-
perience in Montgomery, AL this summer. We

| would work with YouthWorks and go to their Ser-
@ vice Learning Experience in Montgomery,

B AL June 22-26 (plus travel day on both ends) - The
== high school Mission Trip is open to all i 1ncom1ng
8th - 12th grade youth (incoming 9th graders to graduating seniors.) The
date is fast approaching, and dates fill up soon. If you are interested,
please contact Pastor Brian soon. More information about the trip can be
found on the YouthWorks website.

Faith Sante Fe Posada

All are invited to the Posada at Faith Sante Fe (1000 S.
Layton Blvd.) on December 19 from 5 to 8 pm. This
holiday celebration will include food, toys for the kids
and the distribution of food baskets. All are welcome.

i =
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Explore the j journey of Martin Luther in Germany
g i

' Plans are coming together for an October
2026 group trip to Germany. Adventures
1nclude explormg Germany and reliving

. = 1500's Travel would include going to Nu-
T D e Y remberg, considered the "eyes and ears of
Germany and home to many of the printing presses. Travel would also in-
clude going to Eisenach where Luther spent his exile translating the New
Testament from Greek to German, and even Wittenberg, the home of Lu-
ther himself. If you would like more information please contact Pastor Bri-
an or send an email to pastorbrianhooper(@gmail.com.

Book Club

The SSM Book Club will start Monday, January 26 at 6:30!
Join fellow book lovers for a discussion and fellowship on the
selected book. Meetings will continue throughout the year
every other month on Mondays at 6:30pm. Come when you
can, all are welcome!

2026 SSM Book Club Schedule:

January 26 - Here One Moment by Liane Moriarty

March 23 - Culpability by Bruce Holsinger

May 18 - The Women by Kristin Hannah

July 27 - Heaven and Earth Grocery Store by James McBride
Sept. 28 - TBA

Nov. 30 - TBA

If you have any questions, please reach out to Keri Whitmore
at kerisumill@gmail.com

UnFinished Objects
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Stewardship

- A steward is one who manages others

' business. You are stewards of God’s
good gifts to the world. This last
month your stewardship has gather sev-
eral car loads of food for the hungry,
but your gifts have provided $5500 to
distribute between Faith Santa Fe, Uni-
ty Lutheran Church, and Bay View
Community Center to help stock their
gpantries. Thank you for responding to

God’s call to help those in need.

Thank all of you who have pledged
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: Human Concerns

} . Unity Lutheran Church is accepting clean, gently used winter coats

=== in all sizes. As the warming room opens December 1st, they will al-
so be looking for warm hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves for those guests.
Look for the tub in the Narthex

Outreach for Hope also has a coat drive going on. They are able to pur-
chase a new coat for $10 so monetary donations are welcome for this pro-
ject. Mark your contributions OFH Coats. They will also accept gently
used coats, hats, gloves, etc. 2

We will be holding a special food drive for Faith Santa Fe for
December. The goal is to provide 20 to 30 food kits consisting
of specific items (as listed below). Items must be at SSM by December
14th so that kits can be assembled in time for the holidays. We are looking
for the items listed below. Dry goods can be brought in to church anytime,
frozen or fresh items can be stored for a limited time at church. As always,
monetary contributions are welcome and any food items are welcome as
well.

(©®" ]
- )

Requested Items
Ground beef or chicken Bags of dry beans Bags of white rice
Fresh tomatoes Corn tortillas Flour ;/W/////Wm;{% .
’ P 7
Sugar Butter Eggs %ﬂ%ank‘“@ )

Corn or vegetable oil

Unity Meals for the Unhoused (formerly Homeless) begin Friday Decem-
ber 5. The second SSM Meal will be Friday January 9. Watch for sign up
sheets outside the office. We hope to schedule one or two more meals this
winter. Any questions, please call Nancy Mineau 414-282-7481

The Human Concerns Committee would like to express its heartfelt thanks
to all of those who have been so generous with their contributions to the
food ministry. At the November Mega Meeting the committee was able to
distribute $1,830 each to Faith Santa Fe, Bay View Community Center and
Unity for their food pantries, this in addition to several carloads of food
items. The need is still there, please continue your generosity. We want to
thank you for your contributions to Tippecanoe’ s ministry as well.
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Council Minutes, October 14

Present: Denise Sanders, Sandy Wesolowski, Kipp Zimmermann, Eric Sanders,
Julie Starks, Carol Jackett, Jason Covert, Larry Stasiewski, Pastor Brian Hooper,
Lorin Schuchardt, Keri Whitmore, Kristy Knipple, Alex Dollar, Jane Miller, Ex-
cused Julie Starks.

The meeting was called to order by Denise Sanders at 7:20. The devotion was
given by Eric.

The September meeting minutes were approved as amended.

Financial Reports: Financial Secretary’s Report September normal month,
budget is good for the year. For September we are under $2000 but over $6,600
for the year. Giving letters have been mailed. Treasurer’s Report Memorial Com-
mittee donated $500 to the Organ Recital. The remaining balance was covered by
a combination of private donations and the church budget.

Land Lease monthly income amount increased, The Council discussed getting
paid a lump sum as requested. The Council saw no advantage to a lump sum pay-
ment and decided to continue with the current payment plan. Working on review-
ing the snowplow contract for this winter. Pastor’s health plan premium will be
split between two churches since his wife, Maren, has been called for a full-time
position. The cash balance for this year is good. The October Financial reports
were approved.

Pastor® Report Met with other Pastors about organizing a youth group and ac-
tivities. First Communion is scheduled for Oct. 26. Confirmation classes have
started.

Current Action Items Fellowship Hall Lighting Roman Electric provided a
quote to change the lights in the Fellowship Hall it is under the amount that
would require a congregational vote. Switching from ballast lighting to LED
lights will save 10—15% in electrical costs each year. lllarry will get additional
quotes for the lighting and will accept the best offer and approve/schedule the
work. Pre-budget Planning Key budget information will be emailed to commit-
tees for review. Committees are requested to review spending in 2025 and think
about their needs for 2026. Constitution Discussion about potential changes rela-
tive to the suggested constitution. Mega Meeting Plus Plan The first MEGA
meeting received positive feedback. The next MEGA meeting is on Tuesday, No-
vember 11
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Council Minutes, Continued

. Committee Reports Music and Worship Changes for Communion will be
tried on Saturday service with a small group; Congregation will go down the
main aisle and then line up around the altar to receive communion. If successful,
this could be done once a month. Christmas services will be held at 4:00pm and
8:00pm (instead of 9:00pm) this year. The Bells and Choir will play at the
4:00pm service. The Children’s message will be at the 4:00 service. This change
will be communicated using different methods such as SSM and Facebook web-
sites, weekly bulletins, announcements during services. possibly postcards, and
flyers. Fellowship A bonfire in the lower parking lot will be held on Thursday,
Nov. 14, starting at 6:30. Christian Education

A book club has been formed, and meetings will start on January 26 and be held
every other month. All types of books have been suggested. Currently, 9 people
have suggested books and will vote on which one to start reading. All are wel-
come to join. Evangelism We are exploring the possibility of mailing a postcard
to church members and nearby residents about upcoming Christmas services, in-
cluding the time change for the Christmas Eve services. Another unfinished pro-
ject gathering is planned for Nov. 6. Finance Counting twice a month is very
successful. Starting to get ready for budget planning. Youth and Family Trunk
or Treat is planned for Oct.18. In the event the weather is bad it will be done in-
doors. Stewardship The mailing of “giving letters” and pledge cards has been
completed. [Human Concerns The need for food donations for Unity continues.
Unity is experiencing problems that may impact programs. The Christmas Gift
Giving for Bay View Community Center will probably not continue as they are
making staffing changes. Thrivent grants will be used for Faith Santa Fe Food
Baskets. Property Sprinkler and boiler inspection are scheduled for Oct. The
Prayer Garden wall is completed and looks great. Next, the trees need to be
trimmed. The Memorial Committee supports getting a proposal for a new outside
sign. Considering adding on to the Memorial Tree.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25. A closing prayer was given by Pastor Brian.
The next Mega Plus meeting is Tuesday, November 11 at 6:30.

Respectfully submitted, Carol Jackett - Secretary
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OFFICE HOURS
9:00-2:00 Monday - Thursday
9:00-12:00 Friday

SSM STAFF

Brian Hooper, Pastor

Tabitha Moldenhauer, Music Director
Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician
Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance
Bonnie Zimmermann, Ministry Assistant

SSM Website: www.ssmelca.org

Facebook:
https://m.facebook.com/SSMELCA

Email: office@ssmelca.org
Phone: 414-421-3543
Sunday School email:
sundayschool@ssmelca.org

December 2025

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
CHRISTMAS EVE, WEDNESDAY 12/24
4:00PM* AND 8:00PM
CHRISTMAS DAY, THURSDAY, 12/25
9:30AM*

WORSHIP AT SSM
SATURDAY AT 5:00PM
SUNDAY AT 9:30AM*

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30AM

*INDICATES WORSHIP SERVICES
STREAMED ON ZOOM, FOR ZOOM
INFORMATION PLEASE
CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE.
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