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Send out fragrance like incense, 
 and put forth blossoms like a lily.  
 Scatter the fragrance, and sing a hymn of  praise; 
 bless the Lord for all his works.  (Sirach 39:14) 
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Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 

Dear Easter People of Faith, 
During my Easter morning sermon I asked, ñWhat do you have 
on your brain this morning?  The circus of politics? Stress? 
Spring? Easter dinner?ò  I spoke about Easter on the brain and 
in our bodies, as we celebrate the resurrected body of Jesus. 
On this Easter Monday I still have Easter on my brain, but I 

also have a head and heart full of gratitude.  Gratitude for this community of 
faith and the many ways that you helped to make our Holy Week and Easter 
celebrations so awesome! 
First of all, thanks for showing up and showing out in worship and on Zoom.  
Thanks for serving as ushers and as readers as we share the story of Jesusô life, 
death and resurrection. Thanks for ordering and organizing the beautiful flow-
ers for Easter.  Thanks for setting up for the Easter breakfast, and serving, and 
enjoying the feast.  Thanks for the wonderful community Easter egg hunt. 
Thanks for our beautiful music from Tabitha, the choir and bell choir.  Thanks 
for making sure the building is tidy, carting things to the Prayer Garden for 
sunrise service and the many ways that you serve behind the scenes.  I am 
grateful for all of you and the many ways you live out your faith in love and 
service. 
 

I am also grateful for the opportunity given to me by the congregation to go on 
sabbatical.  My sabbatical will begin on May 15 and go through August 7.  I 
will be taking time to renew, refresh and learn.  My time will begin with spend-
ing time in Ireland as I hike the Dingle peninsula and deepen learnings into 
Celtic Spirituality.  Upon my return I look forward to sharing some of my ad-
ventures. 
 

While I am away I will not be involved in the day-to-day responsibilities of the 
congregation.  A variety of different pastors will be preaching the message, and 
I imagine that it will be kind of neat to hear/experience different voices pro-
claiming the word on Thursdays in the summer, and on Saturday and Sunday.  
There will be on-call pastors available for pastoral care needs and for any emer-
gencies that might come up.   
 

Keep living in the Easter joy, and be on the look out for God sightings! Allelu-
ia! Christ has risen! Christ has risen indeed, Alleluia!  
 

Peace, Pastor Brian 

Pastorõs Page 
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Summer Office Hours 

Pastor Brian on Leave, May 15 to August 7  

During the months of June, July and August, office hours will 
be:  Monday - Wednesday, 9am to 2pm and  
  Thursday 9am to noon 
Should access to the building be needed outside of these hours, 
please contact the office ahead of time to make arrangements. 

At the churchôs annual meeting in January, the con-
gregation approved a sabbatical leave for Pastor Bri-
an Hooper. The purpose of a sabbatical is for person-
al and spiritual growth, knowledge and skill develop-
ment, renewal, revitalization, and enrichment.  
 

Pastor Brian will be on sabbatical leave from May 15 
through August 7. During this time, pastoral needs of the congregation will 
be covered by a variety of rostered ministers and lay leaders. Your primary 
SSM contacts during this time will be: 
Ministry Assistant Bonnie Zimmermann, office@ssmelca.org,  
 414-421-3543; SSM summer office hours, M-W 9-2, Th 9-12 
Council President Denise Sanders, the.family.sanders@gmail.com,  
 414-429-9261 (call or text) 
Please reach out to either of them if you have any questions or pastoral 
needs.  
 

Various area pastors will be on call for emergencies during Pastor Brianôs 
leave. Contact information will be shared via bulletin and SSM voice mail. 

 May 15-June 1   Rev. Matt Short 
 June 2-8     Rev. Melesa Skogland   
 June 9-29    Rev. Karl-John Stone    
 June 30-July 13   Rev. Monte Peterson   
 July 14-27    Rev. Andrew Nyren 
 July 28-August 10  Rev. Josh Simon 
 Back up coverage Rev. Dave Gaeth and Rev. Josh Graber 
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Summer Worship Schedules 

As has been our custom during 

the last few summers, worship 

will take place in the Prayer 

Garden beginning June 19th and 

there will be no Saturday even-

ing services. Thursday worship 

will begin at 6:30pm. Saturday 

worship will begin again after 

Labor Day in September. 

Sharing the word with us in worship will be: 

 May 17 & 18 Rev. Pam Lange 
 May 24 & 25 Rev. Kipp Zimmermann  
 May 31, Jn 1 Rev. Paul Bauman 
 June 7 & 8  Rev. Pam Lange 
 June 14-15  Rev. Jennifer Olson 
 June 19 & 22 Eric Sanders 
 June 26 & 29 Rev. Josh Simon (Th), Rev. Marilyn Miller (S) 
 July 3 & 6  no Th service, Rev. Pam Lange (S) 
 July 10 & 13 Rev. Carolyn Fredricksen (Th), Rev. Marilyn Miller (S) 
 July 17 & 20 Rev. Carolyn Fredricksen 
 July 24 & 27 Rev. Kipp Zimmermann 
 Jul 31 & Au 3 Rev. Josh Simon (Th), Rev. Chris Manke (S) 
 Aug 7 & 10  Rev. Josh Simon (Th), Sunday to be determined 
 
We will welcome Pastor Brian back on Thursday, August 14. Join us for a 
worship service and celebration in the prayer garden. More information to 
come. 

Pastor Brian on Leave, More Info.  
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Human Concerns 

Unity Lutheran Church will be holding their annual 
plant sale on Saturday, May 17th from 9:00 a.m. until 
12 p.m. The free-will offering sale includes house 
plants, perennials, annuals and vegetable plants. If 
there are any plants left, they will be on sale again on 
Tuesday, May 20th from 3 p.m. until 6 p.m. The plant 
sale is one of several fundraisers Unity holds throughout the year to help 
support their food ministries. If you would like to donate any plants you 
can drop them off at Unity on Thursday, May 15th from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
or on May 17th between 8 and 9 a.m. You can also contact Chelsea at 414-
744-6311 to arrange for an alternative drop-off time. Please consider sup-
porting the plant sale by donating or purchasing plants. Thank you! 
 

We will be collecting non-perishable, non-expired 
food items for the food pantry at Bay View Commu-
nity Center during the month of May. Monetary do-
nations of any amount also help when the food pan-
try needs to purchase items. Checks can be made 
payable to St. Stephen the Martyr and placed in the 
offering. Be sure to indicate that your donation is for 
Food Ministries or you can use the envelopes that 
are provided on the Giving Station board.. Thank 
you! 

 

Mount Meru Coffee Tumbler - This double-wall, 16 oz. 
insulated tumbler has a stainless-steel exterior with plastic 
interior and is designed for both hot and cold beverages.  It 
includes a plastic spill resistant slide action lid for conven-
ience when traveling.  You will also receive a "perfect-pot" 
packet of regular coffee included with your order to jump-
start your Mount Meru coffee experience. The cost is 
$15.00. Contact Shelly Rosenstock at 414-403-0509 if you 
are interested in purchasing one. 
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Thanks to everyone who donated items, volunteered, 
served on the committee and attended the SSM rummage 
sale.  Thanks to the great weather  and promotions we 
had an outstanding turnout.  We sold 56 brats, 66 cups of 
lemonade and all kinds of household items.  The rum-
mage had net sales of $1959.53, brat fry $213.54, and 
lemonade $113.74 for a total of $2286.81.  

 

The committee decided to donate $500.00 to Communi-
ty Advocates, a group that helps those affected by do-
mestic violence, $500.00 to the Milwaukee Parks Foun-
dation in support of our parks, 
$300.00 to Courage Mke, a 

group that provides resources for LGBTQ youth, 
and $1000.00 to SSM to use to subsidize the cost of 
youth outings such as Lutherdale.   
 

Great job everyone.  Things could not have gone 
more smoothly.  Even had things cleared out on Saturday before the start of 
the 5:00 service. 
 

Thanks to everyone who attended the SSM Billy 
Sims BBQ. fundraiser.  With your great turnout we 
raised $175.00 towards our Easter Breakfast with 
any remainder being donated to local food pan-
tries.  They even ran out of baked potatoes and 
pulled pork.  Outstanding job! 

Rummage Sale News 

Greetings from Mbaaseny 

From Pastor Kaanael Akyoo, "I 
enjoy the photos (Palm Sun-
day)...I wish you all nice week. 
God Bless. Thank-you"  



 

 

Thursday, 5/1  
1:00pm Quilting - Cut & Sew - until 3pm 

6:30pm Confirmation Class 

3rd Weekend of Easter 

Saturday, 5/3 5:00pm Worship 

Sunday, 5/4  
9:30am  

Worship 

Sunday School 

10:45am Coffee Hour 

Tuesday, 5/6 6:30pm Mega Meeting 

Wednesday, 5/7  

9:30am Menôs Bible Study 

6:15pm Handbell Rehearsal 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

4th Weekend of Easter 

Saturday, 5/10 5:00pm Worship 

Sunday, 5/11  

Motherôs Day 
9:30am  

Worship 

Sunday School 

Tuesday, 5/13 6:30pm Council Meeting 

Wednesday, 5/14  

10:15am Womenôs Bible Study 

12 noon Loose Ends Lunch 

6:15pm Handbell Rehearsal 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others Page  7 
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5th Weekend of Easter 

Saturday, 5/17 5:00pm Worship 

Sunday. 5/18  

9:30am  
Worship 

Sunday School 

10:45am Coffee Hour 

4:00pm Organ Recital 

Monday, 5/19 1:00pm Quilting - Layering - until 3pm 

Wednesday, 5/21  

9:30am Menôs Bible Study 

6:15pm Handbell Rehearsal 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

6th Weekend of Easter 

Saturday, 5/24 5:00pm Worship 

Sunday, 5/25  9:30am  
Worship 

Sunday School 

Monday, 5/26 Memorial Day - Office Closed 

Wednesday, 5/28  
10:15am Womenôs Bible Study 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

7th Weekend of Easter 

Saturday, 5/21 5:00pm Worship 

Sunday, 5/22  9:30am  
Worship 

Sunday School 

Remember 

Motherõs Day, May 11 
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Bob DeFrank      02 

Diane Niese       03 

Isabelle Wassweiler    04 

Audrey Kelroy      04 

Emily Kelroy       04 

Shirley Devecka     05 

Cathy Peterson      05 

Alaina Andersen     05 

Andre Dean       05 

Rachel Ziegert      06 

Pam Young       07 

Cherish Pearson     07 

Wayne Lunde      08 

Vic Barth        10 

Dan Resterhouse     12 

Herb Leppien      15 

Simone Haasch      16 

Anthony Revers     17 

Archie Weber      17 

Nancy Bugajski     19 

Pat Burns       22 

Derek Dietrich      22 

Jordan Easterlin     24 

Hayes Kreiter      24 

Ken Kahl       25 

Mary Luedtke      25 

Toni Revers       25 

Sarah Raasch      26 

Marisa Burgmaier     26 

Nell Stockland      26 

Madelynn Lentz     27 

Bob Gray       28 

Nora Ferguson      28 
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Youth and Family Events 

Save the Date for another fun week of VBS at SSM! 
  

Kingdom Rock  
 

Where Kids Stand Strong for God  
will run in the evenings from June 23-26th 

 
Kiddos can expect fun in the sun  

with games, crafts, and joyful worship and dance time.  
Stay tuned for signups!  

The Youth and Family Committee will be hosting an Ice 
Cream Social before the first Thursday worship service of 
the summer season on June 19th. Worship will begin at 
6:30pm come at 6:00pm for ice cream and fun.  

 

There will also be a hot dog cook out to 
welcome Pastor back before the Thursday service on August 
14th. Service will be at 6:30pm in the Prayer Garden. Come 
early at 5:45pm for fellowship and food. 
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Easter Egg Hunt Pictures 

April 12 

Fun  

& 

Games 

Egg 

Hunting 

Squad 

Easter 

Bunny 

Visit 

Clean up crew 
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Easter Pictures 
Easter Vigil , Saturday, April 19 

Easter 

Breakfast 

April 20 

Easter Sunday, Alleluia,  

April 20 
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Present: D Sanders, L Schuchardt, S Wesolowski, K Zimmermann, E Sanders, J 

Miller, K Whitmore, Pastor Hooper, S Rosenstock, C Jackett, K Knipple, A Dol-

lar. Excused: J Covert. 

The meeting was called to order by Denise Sanders at 6:30. A devotion was shared 
by Keri.  
Council Minutes - After reviewing the February minutes a motion was made and 
seconded to approve the minutes as written. 
Financial Reports: Jane ï All numbers for the year look good. Ahead of budget 
because of some pledges were paid in full for the year. General fund at 160% and 
building is at 94%.  Everything else is normal. Jason ï The budget is looking 
good. Working on the balance sheet while learning the process. A motion was 
made and seconded to approve the financial reports.  
Pastor Brianôs Report: Welcomed a new member, Gail Jakus. Youth lead SSM 
worship on 3/16. Childrenôs Christian Theatre was held on 3/15. 6 youth attended 
camp at Lutherdale. Lenten services began in March. 
Current Events: 
Sabbatical Coverage - Organizing for sabbatical coverage is progressing. Denise, 
Bonnie and Pastor have been meeting to complete coverage schedule. Pastors have 
been scheduled for 8 of 12 services and potential volunteers for the remaining ser-
vices are in process. Volunteers for residential visits have been identified. 
Land lease offer ï after discussion it was decided to let the land lease ride for 
now instead of accepting the new offer.   
RIC Update: Ideas to communicate our status as a RIC Church were discussed. 
Key points included updating the SSM website, adding RIC community info to the 
weekly bulletin, creating hymn bookmarks, considering greeters at the door, train-
ing ushers to direct guests to the guest registry, and hanging a banner near the fire-
place. These suggestions will be shared with the RIC committee. 
Easter Breakfast ï Denise Sanders, Carol Jackett, Keri Whitmore and Loren 
Schuchardt volunteered to be on a planning committee for the breakfast.  
Committee Reports 
Human Concerns ï Divine Intervention had 11 guests and went very well.  The 
committee appreciates the generosity of the congregation.  
Music and Worship ï An organ concert will be held on May 18th in the after-
noon. 

Council Minutes, March 11, 2025 




