
 
 

ST. STEPHEN THE MARTYR LUTHERAN CHURCH  

FOURTH WEEKEND OF LENT 

Saturday, March 18, 2023 5:00 PM 

Sunday, March 19, 2023 9:30 AM 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the 

man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism 

God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was 

anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear 

witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 
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ELW is the cranberry red Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship 
 

PRELUDE: (5:00) “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”  -arr. W. Held 

           (9:30) “Ich ruf zu dir” -J. S. Bach BWV 639 
 

MISSION MOMENT     Pat Schroeder 
 

GATHERING HYMN: ELW #673 God Whose Mighty Word  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us acknowledge before God and one another  

our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Holy God, 

C: we confess to you our faults and failings.  

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;  

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;  

we spoil rather than steward your creation; 

 we cause hurt though you call us to heal;  

we choose fear over compassion.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

as we seek to follow in your way of life.  

Amen. 

P: Hear the good news:  

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,  

so that all may receive life. 

This promise is for you!  

God embraces you with divine mercy,  

☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 

and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

C: Amen. 
 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C: Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious 

life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us 

with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: (9:30) 
 

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not 

match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came 

endowment with the Spirit of the Lord, designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor 

to Saul. 
 

1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 

from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse 

the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, 

“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer 

with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 

and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name 

to you.” 4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of 

the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, 

“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me 

to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now 

before the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the 
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height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals 

see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse 

called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has 

the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither 

has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 

Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, 

“Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping 

the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until 

he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, 

and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then 

Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the 

spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out 

and went to Ramah. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord     C: Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual 

blindness to the things of God. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be 

revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 

coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 

spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” 

(which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The 

neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the 
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man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, 

but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, 

“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, 

spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 

and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a 

sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also 

began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my 

eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from 

God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a 

sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind 

man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 

prophet.” 

 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 

called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your 

son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, 

“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is 

that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 

speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the 

Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put 

out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 

“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know 

whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They 

said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, 

“I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 

you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his 

disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as 

for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an 

astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 

eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 

worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that 

anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could 

do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 

teach us?” And they drove him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 

believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you 
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is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this 

world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may 

become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we 

are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. 

But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE “A Different Lens”   Rev. Brian Hooper 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY #1084 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me 
  From All Creation Sings 

 
 

 
 

LITANY OF HEALING AND LAYING ON OF HANDS 

P:  Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of the reign of God come near and sent the 

disciples to continue this work of healing—with prayer and the laying on of 

hands. In the name of Christ, the great healer and reconciler of the world, we now 

entrust to God all who are in need of healing. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and especially for all who 

are suffering or are in any affliction. Merciful God, you sent your Son to be our 

peace. Help all those who suffer any pain or grief, hopelessness or anxiety. In 

your great mercy, 

C: hear us, O God. 

L: Mighty God, mercifully grant strength to the weak and comfort to those who 

suffer, that their sickness and pain may be turned into health. In your great mercy, 

C: hear us, O God. 

L: God of peace and reconciliation, bring an end to the sickness of the world, 

especially violence, terrorism, war, and their causes. In your great mercy, 

C: hear us, O God. 

L: Holy God, Holy One, your Son prayed that your people may be one. May the gift 

of baptism be a power for healing the church’s brokenness, and bless all efforts 

for renewal and Christian unity. In your great mercy, 

C: hear us, O God. 

L: Loving God, mend broken relationships and bring peace to our families, our 

congregation, this community, and the world. In your great mercy, 

C: hear us, O God. 

L: Eternal God, we thank you for all the faithful departed, and those whom we 

remember before you. Heal the pain of all who grieve. In your great mercy, 

C: hear us, O God. 

L: O God, we bring these intercessions before you, knowing that you will hear us as 

you have promised, and will answer according to the mercy shown in Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 

P: Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come and receive a sign of healing and 

wholeness in the name of the triune God. 
 

HYMN: #617 We Come to You for Healing Lord 
 

PRAYER 

P: Gracious and loving God, we come before you today, broken yet being healed 

through your love. Be present with us always. Give us the courage to stand in the 

shadow of the cross of your beloved Son and see your love laid open for us in that 

sacrifice. Give us the strength to mourn what has been lost knowing that you are 

with us in the present. Meet us in our brokenness and remind us that we are 
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whole, and we are yours. Fill us with the light and hope to see ourselves—our 

bodies, minds, and spirits—as you see us: beloved children of the living God. 

Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: (9:30) “Lamb of God” -Reim   
 

Offering plates are located at the entrance to the sanctuary. Thank you for sharing your gifts. Offerings can 

also be made electronically using the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app. More information can be 

found on our website ssmelca.org. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in 

faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in 

this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring 

of eternal life. 

C: Amen. 
 

CELEBRATION OF  HOLY COMMUNION 
On Sunday you will have the opportunity to come forward for communion. Otherwise, prepare your 

elements by opening the two separate parts, wafer and juice (if you need assistance, please wave to an 

usher). The Pastor will recite the words of institution and consecrate the elements. Partaking of the 

elements will occur after the Lord’s Prayer. The Pastor will lead the assembly with the words: The body of 

Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. If you are unable to come forward alert an usher 

and Communion will be brought to you in your seat. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P; The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for 

the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 

fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION: “In the night…” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

 hallowed be Thy name,   

thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation   

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,   

forever and ever. Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI  

 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: #339 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes 

of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our 

neighbors and touch the world with your love. 

C: Amen.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                       (Please be sure to read the printed announcements) 
 

SENDING HYMN: ELW #543 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “An Irish Blessing” -O’Connor 
 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve in love. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Reminder: Sunday Morning Service streaming and recording continues through the postlude with the room microphone on. 
Conversations do get picked up by that microphone. If you would prefer that your conversation not be recorded and posted on 

YouTube, please refrain from speaking in the sanctuary until after the postlude. 
 

POSTLUDE: (5:00) “Light of the Living God”  -D. Paxton 

  (9:30) “Christ the Life of All the Living” -W. F. Zachau 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com    Copyright © 2023  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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THANK YOU FOR SERVING IN THE WORSHIP 
Reader: (5:00) Judy Merritt (9:30) Mary Luedtke 

Ushers: (5:00) Larry & Sue Stasiewski 

(9:30) Diane Moraza, Shelly Rosenstock, Julie Starks 

Communion: (9:30) Tracy & Jason Covert 

Streaming Technician: Eric Sanders 

Sunday Coffee Hour: Jeff & Laura Dose and Family 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Services will be held every Wednesday during Lent at 

6:30pm. We will be utilizing Holden Evening Prayer. These services will also be 

streamed on zoom using the same link that is used for all SSM worship. Contact the 

office if you want more information. 

 

Food Pantry Donations:  Collection of all non-perishable foods and toiletries is ongoing 

with special focus on high protein items such as peanut butter, canned meat and mac and 

cheese. Other items needed are jelly/jam, pasta sauce, cereal and individually wrapped 

snack items (granola bars, fruit snacks, cookies, crackers/chips, etc.) Donations received 

in March will be taken to Bay View Community Center food pantry. 

 

The Greater Milwaukee Synod of the ELCA has a bold plan to renew our life together in 

mission. The Equipping the Saints Mission Appeal is a campaign that seeks to raise $2.3 

million to support Innovation, Collaboration, and Leadership across the synod. As you 

hear mission moments throughout the month, we ask you to prayerfully consider a 

contribution to the campaign. You will have an opportunity to join the effort by making a 

commitment to the campaign during the weekend of March 25-26. For more information, 

including videos and stories of impact, go to our website at www.ssmelca.org. 

 

Holy Week Worship Services will be held: 

  - Palm/Passion Weekend: Saturday and Sunday, April 1 & 2 (regular worship times) 

  - Maundy Thursday, April 6 at 7:00 p.m. (also streamed on Zoom) 

  - Good Friday, April 7 at 7:00 p.m. (also streamed on Zoom) 

  - Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 8 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

 

Easter Worship Services will be held on Sunday, April 9th, at 7:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 

The 7:00 service will be held outside in the Prayer Garden (weather permitting) - bring a 

chair. The 9:30 service will be a full festival service in the sanctuary (and will be 

streamed on Zoom). Don't forget to join us for the Easter breakfast between services. 

http://www.ssmelca.org/


12 - Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 

 

Join us on Saturday, April 1 for an SSM Community Egg Hunt! Stop by anytime 

between 1-3pm for some egg hunt fun, crafts, cookies, and a goodie bag. A few 

volunteers are needed to help greet and welcome families at each station mentioned 

above. Reach out to Alex Dollar if you are interested in helping make this another 

successful community  event:  AlexandraDollar@gmail.com  

 
This Week at SSM 

Monday 3/20 1:00 Quilting - Layering 

Wednesday 3/22 10:15am Women’s Bible Study 

  5:45pm Handbell Rehearsal 

  6:30pm Worship – Holden Evening Prayer 

  7:15pm Choir Rehearsal 

Fifth Weekend in Lent 

Pastor will be away with the Confirmation Class on Retreat  

Our guest pastor will be Pastor Marilyn Miller 

Saturday 3/25 5:00pm Worship 
Ushers: Patti Nelson, Herb Leppien 

Reader: Patti Nelson 

Sunday 3/26 9:30am Worship 

Ushers: Dan & Cheryl Stefanski and Dennis 

Lucchesi 

Reader: Sandy Wesolowski 

 

KEEP THESE SSM MEMBERS IN PRAYER 

Bob Brownell, Penny Dowling, Karen Foerster, Mary Freiburger, Sue Herman,  

Ruth Hoppe, Sue Jarchow, Lynda Johnson, Joy Kilimann, Tasha Kopplin,  

Carol Kucharski, Herb Leppien, Bob Lieske, Faith O’Connell, Sandy Peterson, 

  Patrick Rafalski, Shirley Rau, Joan Retzlaff, Dick Rutzen, El Schneider,  

Bob & JoAnn Soderstrom, Richard Sontvedt, Mike Wholean, Tracy Wholean,  

John Winter 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Brian Hooper, Pastor - 262-271-8913      Bonnie Zimmermann, Ministry Assistant    

Tabitha Moldenhauer, Music Director                         Office phone - 414-421-3543 

Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician                         email - office@ssmelca.org 

Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance                    Website – www.ssmelca.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:AlexandraDollar@gmail.com
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HYMN #673 God, Whose Almighty Word 
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HYMN #617 We Come to You for Healing, Lord 
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HYMN # 339 Christ, the Life of All the Living 
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HYMN #543 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

 


