
 
 

ST. STEPHEN THE MARTYR LUTHERAN CHURCH  

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

Saturday, February 25, 2023 5:00 PM 

Sunday, February 26, 2023 9:30 AM 

 

 

 
 

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the 

basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense 

preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the 

meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. 

Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead. 
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ELW is the cranberry red Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship 

 

PRELUDE: “A Mighty Fortress” -arr. Dietrich Buxtehude 
 

GATHERING HYMN: ELW #327 Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us acknowledge before God and one another  

our need for repentance an God’s mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Holy God, 

C: we confess to you our faults and failings.  

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;  

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;  

we spoil rather than steward your creation; 

 we cause hurt though you call us to heal;  

we choose fear over compassion.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

as we seek to follow in your way of life.  

Amen. 

P: Hear the good news:  

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,  

so that all may receive life. 

This promise is for you!  

God embraces you with divine mercy,  

☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 

and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

C: Amen. 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C: Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and 

around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty 

promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and 

restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (9:30) 
 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator, 

creation, and one another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would 

be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only that they were naked. 
 

15The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 

it. 16And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the 

garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 

day that you eat of it you shall die.” 

 3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had 

made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the 

garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the 

garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the serpent said to the woman, 

“You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was 
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good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 

make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who 

was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 

were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord     C: Thanks be to God 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19 

Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from 

which we cannot free ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on 

us the free gift of liberation and life. 
 

12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so 

death spread to all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the world before the law, 

but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from Adam 

to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a 

type of the one who was to come. 

 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s 

trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one 

man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect of the 

one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the 

free gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17If, because of the one man’s 

trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who 

receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life 

through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

 18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of 

righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by the one man’s 

disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will 

be made righteous. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord     C: Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11 

Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of 

God, he endures the testing of the evil one. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted 

forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said 

to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 

bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, 

 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 

  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 

 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 

temple, 6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 

 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 

of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will 

fall down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 

 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 

  and serve only him.’ ” 
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE: “The Nature of Things”  Rev. Brian Hooper 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY #504 A Mighty Fortress 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven,  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

of creation. 

A brief silence. 

L: You alone are God. Sustain your church in times of wilderness. Give vision and 

wisdom to bishops, their staff, and all entrusted with the ministry of 

administration. Counsel all who faithfully lead your people into the future. 

Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

L: You create verdant gardens and expansive deserts. Tend to the needs of every 

living creature. Provide for those who do not have enough to eat, especially our 

partners in the Diocese of Meru who continue to suffer from drought. Bless those 

who work in fields and orchards, that the world is nourished by the fruits of their 

labor. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

L: You know our temptations. Sustain those who govern and legislate. Instill in them 

a sense of your justice and righteousness, that equity and peace would pervade all 

the regions and nations of the world. We especially pray for peace in Ukraine 

where war has been waged for an entire year. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

L: You are a hiding place for all in distress. Draw near to exiles, and accompany all 

refugees and immigrants, especially children who travel alone. In times of trouble, 

trauma, or illness, surround your people with your steadfast love. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

L: You offer abundance to all. Bless the ministries of hospitality in this place. Care 

for those who tend to the needs of others, especially ushers, coffee hour hosts, and 

all who welcome. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

L: You alone are God. We praise you for the faithful departed in every age. Unite 

our prayers with theirs, until our wilderness journey is complete, and we rest in 

you. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

L: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 

promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 



7 - Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Offering plates are located at the entrance to the sanctuary. Thank you for sharing your gifts. Offerings can 

also be made electronically using the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app. More information can be 

found on our website ssmelca.org. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in 

faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in 

this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring 

of eternal life. 

C: Amen. 
 

CELEBRATION OF  HOLY COMMUNION 
Prepare your elements by opening the two separate parts, wafer and juice (if you need assistance, please 

wave to an usher). The Pastor will recite the words of institution and consecrate the elements. Partaking of 

the elements will occur after the Lord’s Prayer. The Pastor will lead the assembly with the words: The 

body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. If you are unable to come forward alert an 

usher and Communion will be brought to you in your seat. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P; The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for 

the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 

fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION: “In the night…” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

 hallowed be Thy name,   

thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation   

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,   

forever and ever. Amen.  
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AGNUS DEI  

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN #808 Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes 

of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our 

neighbors and touch the world with your love. 

C: Amen.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                       (Please be sure to read the printed announcements) 
 

BLESSING 

P: God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 

C: Amen 
 

SENDING HYMN: ELW #326 Bless Now, O God, the Journey 
 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Serve in love. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Reminder: Sunday Morning Service streaming and recording continues through the postlude with the room microphone on. 
Conversations do get picked up by that microphone. If you would prefer that your conversation not be recorded and posted on 

YouTube, please refrain from speaking in the sanctuary until after the postlude. 
 

POSTLUDE: “A Mighty Fortress” -arr. Max Reger 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com    Copyright © 2023  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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THANK YOU TO KIPP ZIMMERMANN, GUEST MUSICIAN 
 

THANK YOU FOR SERVING IN THE WORSHIP 

Reader: (5:00) Patti Nelson (9:30) Denise Sanders 

Ushers: (5:00) Larry and Sue Stasiewski 

(9:30) Dan Resterhouse, Mason Resterhouse and Tom Zuleger 

Streaming Technician: Eric Sanders 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Easter Flowers Help decorate the sanctuary for Easter services. Several flower varieties 

(lilies, daffodils, tulips, and more) and colors are available for $13 to $28 per plant. Order 

forms are available in the gathering space and can be returned in the offering plate. You 

can also send your order to Denise Sanders at the.family.sanders@gmail.com, or call 

your order in to Denise at 414-423-0608. Orders must be made by today February 

26th. You can pick up your flower immediately after the later Easter service, during office 

hours on April 11-14, or by special arrangement. 
 

There will be a series of Webinars for Those Experiencing Loss held Mondays, March 

13th, 20th and 27th at no cost. These sessions are facilitated by Pastor Tom Smith, ACC 

from Ridgeview Coaching. Register at www.ridgeviewcoaching.org. For more 

information see the bulletin board outside of the office. 
 

It is not too late to make an Ash Wednesday Special Offering. They have been 

designated for ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response to assist following the devastating 

earthquakes in Turkey, Syria and surrounding countries. The executive committee has 

generously agreed to send 100% of the offerings collected to assist in this effort. 
 

Divine Intervention (warming room at Tippecanoe Presbyterian Church for 

homeless): We are providing another hot dinner on Friday, March 10th. The meal 

serves up to 15 persons. Klement's has generously donated the brats for the meal. A 

sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board outside the church office. You may provide 

an item for the meal or breakfast the following day. We ask that all items be delivered to 

SSM by 12 noon on March 10th. Feel free to contact Shelly Rosenstock if you have any 

questions. Thank you. 
 

The RIC Team will meet Sunday after the worship service, listen for an announcement 

as to the location. 
 

 

http://www.ridgeviewcoaching.org/
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Food Pantry Donations:  Collection of all non-perishable foods and toiletries is ongoing 

with special focus on high protein items (such as peanut butter, canned meat, mac and 

cheese). Donations received for the remainder of February and all of March will be taken 

to Bay View Community Center food pantry. 
 

The March Loose Ends Lunch will be held at the Red Lobster on 76th Street at noon. 

Even though this takes place after Women’s Bible Study you do not have to attend the 

Bible Study to join the ladies for lunch, just show up at Red Lobster at noon. Please call 

Karen at 414-719-5787 to let her know if you plan to attend so that she can make 

reservations for the group. 
 

There will be an Easter breakfast meeting after the March 5th service to discuss and 

plan for this event.  In support of this event we are having an Easter Breakfast 

Restaurant Fundraiser on Tuesday March 7th at Billy Sims BBQ at 7358 West Rawson 

Avenue in Franklin.  Ten percent (10%) of all sales for the day (11am - 8 pm) will go to 

SSM.   

 
 

This Week at SSM 

Wednesday 3/1 

9:30am Men’s Bible Study 

5:45pm Handbell Rehearsal 

6:30pm Lenten Worship – Holden Evening Prayer 

7:15pm Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday 3/2 1:00pm Quilting – Cut and Sew 

Second Weekend in Lent 

Saturday 3/4 5:00pm Worship 
Ushers: Patti Nelson and Herb Leppien 

Reader: Nick Winter 

Sunday 3/5 

9:30am Worship 

Ushers: Jack Kalman, Kim Sussman and 

Adam Woerpel 

Reader: Jeremy Hanna 

Communion: Diane Moraza and Julie Starks 

10:45am 

Coffee Hour – Pat and Shelley Burns Hosts 

Confirmation Class 

Easter Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt Planning Meeting 
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KEEP THESE SSM MEMBERS IN PRAYER 
Bob Brownell, Penny Dowling, Karen Foerster, Mary Freiburger, Sue Herman, Ruth Hoppe,  

Sue Jarchow, Lynda Johnson, Joy Kilimann, Tasha Kopplin, Carol Kucharski, Herb Leppien,  

Faith O’Connell, Sandy Peterson, Patrick Rafalski, Shirley Rau, Joan Retzlaff,  Dick Rutzen,  

El Schneider, Dave Simley, Bob & JoAnn Soderstrom, Richard Sontvedt, Mike Wholean,  

Tracy Wholean, John Winter  
 

PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
Roberta Henrichs, sister-in -law of  Joan Retzlaff 

Laurence Freemont, friend of SSM 

Katie Stull, granddaughter of Phil &  

   LaVerne Morgan 

Jerelie Caston, daughter of Joan Retzlaff  

Nancy & Mike Andritsch, sister/brother-in-law 

   of Barbara & Dan Davies 

Billy Waters, husband of Darlene Waters &  

   Stepdad of Lori Salas 

Sharon West, friend of Lynda Johnson 

Ted P., brother-in-law of Gail Jakus 

Jay Lessing, friend of LaVerne Morgan 

Jeanne Jimenez, daughter of Shirley Rau 

Cindy Molter, mother of Fred Ankebrant 

Terry Betchner, friend of Dianne Niese 

Beth Klosinski, daughter of Linda Schmidt 

James Haas, friend of Mark & Patti Winter 

Peter Salza, friend of Doug Winter family 

Dawn Salopek, sister of Karen Miller 

Mark Weber, son-in-law of Marian Walton 

Hartmut Barsnick, friend of SSM 

Julie Francis, daughter-in-law of Sally Kowalewski 

Judy Ventimiglia, friend of Shelly Rosenstock 

Cecilia Schoessow, Aunt of Kevin Ernst 

Tommy Schwietzer, friend of Deb Perl 

Mark Langhoff, friend of Shelly Rosenstock 

Greg Sachse, husband of Kelly Sachse 

Gloria Simley, Sister of Dave and Rae Ann Simley  

Cathy Kossow, friends of Lynda Johnson 

Tippecanoe’s “Larry under the bridge,” friend  

   of the Homeless 

Katie Manzeck, friend of Carol Manning 

Susan White, sister of Sally Kowalewski 

Jon Kowalewski, husband of Susan Kowalewski 

Lauryn Ramintho, great-granddaughter of  

   Karen Miller 

Lucy Copeland, granddaughter of Dianne Niese 

Liane Guthrie, daughter of Dianne Niese 

Leroy Robinson, father of Linda Schmidt 

Maria Hill, friend of Lynda Johnson 

Ann Scorzynski, friend of LaVerne Morgan 

Kristin White, daughter of Sue Herman 

Laura Sussman, mother of Kim Sussman 

Tim Ingram, grandson of Ron Ropel 

Barbara Goelz, friend of Kelly Sachse 

Peter Misko, friend of Doug Winter family 

Kathy Manders, friend of Doug Winter family 

Tom Freiburger, son of  Mary Freiburger 

Janet Heino, great aunt of Stephanie Falksen      

Paulie Long, friend of Kelly and Greg Sachse 

Tim Drover, son of John Drover   

Bob Guiliani, brother of Char Guiliani 

Ethelyn Boardman, mother of Carol Manning 

Helen, mother of Jenny Koeff 

Bonnie Smyczek, cousin of Ruth Hoppe 

Andy Stein and his family, son of Barb Stein  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Brian Hooper, Pastor - 262-271-8913      Bonnie Zimmermann, Ministry Assistant    

Tabitha Moldenhauer, Music Director                         Office phone - 414-421-3543 

Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician                         email - office@ssmelca.org 

Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance                    Website – www.ssmelca.org 
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HYMN #327 Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow 
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HYMN #504 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
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Hymn #808 Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 
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HYMN #326 Bless Now, O God, the Journey 

 


