
 
 

ST. STEPHEN THE MARTYR LUTHERAN CHURCH  

SECOND WEEKEND IN ADVENT 

Saturday, December 3, 2022 5:00 PM 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 9:30 AM 

 

 
 

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent 

and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching 

light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes 

all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the 

wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the 

Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the 

kingdom of God has come near. 

 

 

ELW is the cranberry red Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship 
 

PRELUDE: (5:00) “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  -arr. D. Wagner 

                      (9:30) “Wachet Auf” -J. S. Bach BWV 645 
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WELCOME AND NEW MEMBER INTRODUCTION (9:30) 

We welcome new members Angela Grobben, Todd Massey and Jackson, Carol 

Jackett, Joan Schroeder, Pat Schroeder, Julane Sebastian and Keri Whitmore and 

Vivian and Penny. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 O Come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh. 

 In strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

L: Today we relight the candle of HOPE. Now we light the candle for the second 

Sunday in Advent. This is the candle of PEACE. As we prepare for the coming of 

Jesus, we remember that Jesus is our hope and our peace. From the Gospel of 

John: 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not 

give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” John 14:27 

 Let us pray: 

C:  Gracious God, Grant that we may find peace as we prepare for our Lord’s 

birth.  May divisions in ourselves and in our families be peacefully resolved. 

May there be peace in our cities and in the countries of our world. Help us to 

see the paths of peace in our lives, and then give to us courage to follow them. 

Amen 
 

GATHERING HYMN: ELW #436 Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

C: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins,  

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God of new beginnings, 

C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire 

and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of 

repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

 

http://www.natpresch.org/bible.php?text=John+14:27
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P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 

coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (9:30) 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line 

(the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. 

Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 
 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
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 2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

  as the waters cover the sea. 
 

 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 

inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord     C: Thanks be to God 
 

SECOND READING:   Romans 15:4-13 

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been 

fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging 

each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family. 
 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the 
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God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 

truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 

order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 

 “The root of Jesse shall come, 

  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord     C: Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to 

mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of 

whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 

food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going 

out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit 

worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 

ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does 

not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 

and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE “What are you dreaming about?” Rev. Brian Hooper 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY #311 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead. On the third day, he rose again;  
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he ascended into heaven,  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns 

for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

L: God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and. 

Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in 

your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no 

more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to 

balance and wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will 

govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public 

officials to protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. Bring 

peace to troubled lands, especially the people of Ukraine. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are 

exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. 

Provide safety and help to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing 

violence. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture 

ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation. We pray for people 

who are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved ones. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: You sent your Son to bring us peace. Inspire our country’s leaders to work toward 

harmony and cooperation and to strive for an end to hatred and violence. Bring an 

end to gun violence and mass shootings and be with those who are suffering loss or 

injury because of violence perpetrated by others. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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L: You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for 

their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of 

your eternal presence. God, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers 

and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C: Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM: (9:30) “Creation Will Be at Peace” -Page  Choir 
 

OFFERTORY  
Offering plates are located at the entrance to the sanctuary. Thank you for sharing your gifts. Offerings can 

also be made electronically using the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app. More information can be 

found on our website ssmelca.org. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P: Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty 

ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us 

messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. 

We ask this through Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

CELEBRATION OF  HOLY COMMUNION 
On Sunday you will have the opportunity to come forward to receive Communion. Otherwise, prepare your 

elements by opening the two separate parts, wafer and juice (if you need assistance, please wave to an 

usher). The Pastor will recite the words of institution and consecrate the elements. Partaking of the 

elements will occur after the Lord’s Prayer. The Pastor will lead the assembly with the words: The body of 

Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. If you are unable to come forward alert an usher 

and Communion will be brought to you in your seat. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P; The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to 

judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

C: Amen 
 

SANCTUS 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION: “In the night…” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

 hallowed be Thy name,   

thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation   

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory,   

forever and ever. Amen.  
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LAMB OF GOD  

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN #715 Christ Be Our Light 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to 

earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your 

promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 

Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior 

and Lord. 

C: Amen.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

(Please be sure to read the printed announcements on the insert) 

BLESSING 

P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace 

of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN: ELW #249 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Reminder: Sunday Morning Service streaming and recording continues through the postlude with the room 

microphone on. Conversations do get picked up by that microphone. If you would prefer that your 

conversation not be recorded and posted on YouTube, please refrain from speaking in the sanctuary until 

after the postlude. 
 

POSTLUDE: (5:00) “Savior of the Nations, Come”   -arr. P. Manz  

  (9:30) “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” -Wilbur Held 
  

From sundaysandseasons.com    Copyright © 2022  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

The Eternal Candle for December is given by Penny Dowling in memory of Ed Dowling 
 

THANK YOU FOR SERVING IN THE WORSHIP 

Reader: (5:00) Patti Nelson (9:30) Mary Luedtke 

Ushers: (5:00) Patti Nelson & Jim Hennessy 

(9:30) Dan & Cheryl Stefanski and Dennis Lucchesi 

Streaming Technician: (9:30)  

Communion Set Up: (9:30) Denise Sanders 

Communion Servers: (9:30) Bonnie Daleness and Kipp Zimmermann 

 

 

 

This Week at SSM 

Monday 12/5 1:00pm Monthly Bible Study 

Tuesday 12/6 6:30pm Mega Meeting 

Wednesday 12/7 

9:30am Men’s Bible Study 

5:45pm Handbell Rehearsal 

7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday 12/10 5:00pm Worship 

Reader: Pam Maschke 

Ushers: Jim Hennessy & Jim Palasz 

Communion Set Up & Serve: Bonnie 

Court 

Sunday 12/11 
9:30am Worship 

Reader: Kelly Sachse 

Ushers: Dan Resterhouse, Mason 

Resterhouse & Tom Zuleger 

Communion Set Up & serve: Faith 

O’Connell and Shelly Rosenstock 

10:45am Coffee Hour – Host J. P. Maschke 
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KEEP THESE SSM MEMBERS IN PRAYER 
Suzi Angeletti, Bob Brownell, Penny Dowling, Mary Freiburger, Angela Grobben, Sue Herman, 

Ruth Hoppe, Sue Jarchow, Lynda Johnson, Joy Kiliman, Mary Kling, Tasha Kopplin,  

Carol Kucharski, Carol Mueller, Sandy Peterson, Teri Peterson, Patrick Rafalski, Shirley Rau, 

Joan Retzlaff,  Dick Rutzen, El Schneider, Bob & JoAnn Soderstrom, Richard Sontvedt, Kate 

Stockland, Mike Wholean, Tracy Wholean, John Winter and 

the families of Jean Switala and Teri Peterson who have completed her baptismal journeys 
 

PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY 

Roberta Henrichs, sister-in -law of  Joan Retzlaff 

Laurence Freemont, friend of SSM 

Katie Stull, granddaughter of Phil &  

   LaVerne Morgan 

Jane Janicki, sister of the Winter Family 

Jerelie Caston, daughter of Joan Retzlaff  

Nancy & Mike Andritsch, sister/brother-in-law 

   of Barbara & Dan Davies 

Billy Waters, husband of Darlene Waters &  

   Stepdad of Lori Salas 

Sharon West, friend of Lynda Johnson 

Ted P., brother-in-law of Gail Jakus 

Jay Lessing, friend of LaVerne Morgan 

Jeanne Jimenez, daughter of Shirley Rau 

Cindy Molter, mother of Fred Ankebrant 

Terry Betchner, friend of Dianne Niese 

Beth Klosinski, daughter of Linda Schmidt 

James Haas, friend of Mark & Patti Winter 

Peter Salza, friend of Doug Winter family 

Dawn Salopek, sister of Karen Miller 

Tom Riedasch brother of Patti Winter 

Mark Weber, son-in-law of Marian Walton 

Hartmut Barsnick, friend of SSM 

Julie Francis, daughter-in-law of Sally Kowalewski 

Judy Ventimiglia, friend of Shelly Rosenstock 

Cecilia Schoessow, Aunt of Kevin Ernst 

Tommy Schwietzer, friend of Deb Perl 

Mark Langhoff, friend of Shelly Rosenstock 

Greg Sachse, husband of Kelly Sachse 

Thomas Clark, Brother of Erin Ankebrant  

Cathy & Mark Kossow, friends of Lynda Johnson 

Tippecanoe’s “Larry under the bridge,” friend  

   of the Homeless 

Katie Manzeck, friend of Carol Manning 

Susan White, sister of Sally Kowalewski 

Jon Kowalewski, husband of Susan Kowalewski 

Lauryn Ramintho, great-granddaughter of  

   Karen Miller 

Lucy Copeland, granddaughter of Dianne Niese 

Liane Guthrie, daughter of Dianne Niese 

Leroy Robinson, father of Linda Schmidt 

Maria Hill, friend of Lynda Johnson 

Ann Scorzynski, friend of LaVerne Morgan 

Kristin White, daughter of Sue Herman 

Laura Sussman, mother of Kim Sussman 

Tim Ingram, grandson of Ron Ropel 

Barbara Goelz, friend of Kelly Sachse 

Peter Misko, friend of Doug Winter family 

Kathy Manders, friend of Doug Winter family 

Tom Freiburger, son of  Mary Freiburger 

Janet Heino, great aunt of Stephanie Falksen      

Paulie Long, friend of Kelly and Greg Sachse 

Tim Drover, son of John Drover   

Bob Guiliani, brother of Char Guiliani 

Vern Koenig, father of Bonnie Daleness 

Ethelyn Boardman, mother of Carol Manning 

Helen, mother of Jenny Koeff 

Bonnie Smyczek, cousin of Ruth Hoppe 

Andy Stein and his family, son of Barb Stein 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Brian Hooper, Pastor - 262-271-8913      Bonnie Zimmermann, Ministry Assistant    

Tabitha Moldenhauer, Music Director                         Office phone - 414-421-3543 

Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician                         email - office@ssmelca.org 

Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance                    Website – www.ssmelca.org 
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HYMN #436 Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying 
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HYMN #311 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
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HYMN #715 Christ Be Our Light 
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HYMN #249 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 


