WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT SSM
Saturday 5:00 PM
Sunday 9:30 AM
Sunday School 9:30 AM

Pastor’s Page
Dear SSM Faith Community,
We are approximately two years into the
COVID-19 pandemic, and again I recently
reflected on some of the changes that have
taken place in the church. We probably
could all agree that technology and media
have become far more crucial to our life
as a church than we ever imagined them
to be. Someone asked the question recently, “Will we ever be able to worship without technology again?” I wonder about the
answer to that question, too.
As important as media and technology have become in the last year, though,
these tools have long been essential to our ministry. When we welcome the
newly baptized we invite them to “join us in giving thanks and praise to
God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.”
Together we bear God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world by
sharing the gospel, the good news of God’s grace and love freely offered for
all. Of course, we do this by the way we live our lives; by doing justice,
loving mercy, and walking humbly, but we also do it as a community
through our website and social media. These are the tools through which the
world beyond our walls and beyond our church without walls can come to
know how the good news is lived out among the people of St. Stephen the
Martyr.
I share all of this as a reminder that we have an up-to-date website at
www.ssmelca.org and an active Facebook page. Be sure to ‘Like Us.”
There is also a congregation email list where frequent updates are sent out.
If you are not getting these, please send an email to
pastorbrianhooper@gmail.com and I will add you to the list.
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I am thankful for the technology to live-stream our worship services via
Zoom during this pandemic. We want people to be safe and do what they
are comfortable with, whether worshipping in-person or online.
The latest technology advancement at SSM is a 75” television mounted in
the fellowship hall with a camera. This gives us the capability to have hybrid gatherings where people can be online and in-person. This feature is
used for weekly Bible studies, and other functions, like our annual meeting.
I anticipate the set-up will be used a lot. Funds to pay for this purchase
came from a memorial for Tom Hoffman and a synod technology grant. I
will also share that we are looking for individuals to help run the technology on Sunday mornings.
It is an exciting and challenging time to be the church in the world. I am
happy to be on the journey with you.
Peace, Pastor Brian

WELCA NEWS
The Bakeless Sale held as part of the drive through event in December
raised $662.42. It was decided to add $37.58 from existing funds to bring
the total to $700 which will be divided evenly. $350 will be sent to Pastor
Hartmut Barsnick and $350 will be sent to Katies’s Fund Through Katie’s
Fund, Women of the ELCA support global connections, leadership development and living theology.
These donations are given as a tribute to Carole Ropel who has been the
leader of the WELCA group at St.
Stephen the Martyr for many years
and has been an inspiration to our
group by giving her time and energy
to help others.
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Human Concerns
We are always collecting money and canned goods for the food pantries we support. There are so many people in need in the Milwaukee area.
Human Concerns will be making 40 bag lunches for the homeless and hungry in the Unity/Christ Church area (2 sandwiches each bag) on March 11. Please watch for the congregational sign up sheet outside the office in February.
THANKS SO MUCH!
Human Concerns Committee!

February Birthdays

Katherine Stockland
Dawn Agee
Tasha Kipplin

Joan Sontvedt
Julie Herman
Nicole Tanke
Doug Winter
Norah Hooper
Carol Manning
Laura Dose
Julia Mayer
Tessa Hryniewicki
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3
4
4
4
5
6
6
7
7
8

Alden Julseth
9
Romario Ortega
10
Andi Matusiak
11
Tracy Covert
16
Greg Lentz
16
Isabelle Berry
17
Nanct Mineau
18
Rebecca Kreiter
18
Madeline Miller
21
Sandy Wesolowski
23
Bob Lieske
24
Mary Ann Jacobsen
24
Hannah Lentz
27
Jeffrey Schultz
28
Kaitlyn Burns
28
Cassandra Winter
28
Pamela Maschke will not be having a
birthday this year because it should be
on the 29th, we will celebrate her both
on the 28th and March 1st.
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MUSIC & WORSHIP
The month of February sees the church in the season of Epiphany, a 9 week
season of thanks-giving for Christ’s revelation to the world. Epiphany is a
Greek word for appearing or revealing. Epiphany is the season of light
when Christ’s light of hope is revealed not to the entire world community.
Looking ahead, we will commemorate Ash Wednesday on March 2nd with
two services at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., both with Holy Communion and
the imposition of ashes. The following five Wednesdays will bring midweek Lenten services at 6:45 p.m. (note new time!).

Also in February, we are planning to return to the weekly celebration of
Holy Communion. The method of distribution will vary and we ask for
your patience as we continue to make adaptations. We need more volunteers for both Saturday and Sunday services. Can you help out with set-up
(about 30 minutes before the service) and/or clean-up (about 30 minutes
after the service)? There are many other areas in the church in need of volunteers (ushers, coffee hour hosts, offering counters, and more). To learn
more about volunteering, please contact Denise Sanders at
the.family.sanders@gmail.com or the church office at office@ssmelca.org.

LOOSE ENDS LUNCH
The Loose Ends Lunch, which was cancelled in January will be held the 9th of February at The Olive
Garden on 76th Street at noon. Please call Sally
Kowalski, 414-483-2191, if you are planning to attend or need more information. (Please be aware
that in these uncertain times plans may have to
change.)
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Sun

Mon

2022

6 5th Weekend
after Epiphany
9:30am Worship
9:30am Sunday
School

13 6th Weekend
after Epiphany
9:30am Worship
9:30am Sunday
School

20 7th Weekend
after Epiphany
9:30am Worship
9:30am Sunday
School

7

Tues

Wed

Thur

Fr Sat

1

2
9:30am Men’s
Bible Study

3

4

1:00pm
Bible Study
6:30pm
Council
Meeting

14

5:00pm
Worship
6:00pm
High
School
Youth
Game
Night

6:30pm Mega
Meeting
5:45pm Handbell
Rehearsal
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

8

15

9
10:15am Women’s Bible Study
12:00noon Loose
Ends Lunch

10

11

5:45pm Handbell 7:00pm
Rehearsal
Confirmation
7:00pm Choir
Class
Rehearsal
16
9:30am Men’s
Bible Study

17

27 Transfiguration 28
of Our Lord
9:30am Worship
9:30am Sunday
School

22

23
10:15am Women’s Bible Study

12 6th
Weekend
after
Epiphany
5:00pm
Worship

18

5:45pm Handbell
Rehearsal
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal
21

5 5th Weekend after
Epiphany

19 7th
Weekend
after
Epiphany
5:00pm
Worship

24

5:45pm Handbell 7:00pm
Rehearsal
Confirmation
7:00pm Choir
Class
Rehearsal

25

26 Transfiguration
of Our
Lord
5:00pm
Worship

Stewardship
St. Stephens has blessed so many people. We have so much to be thankful for. I for
one am thankful that we are blessed with the music that fills our church every Sunday.
The new organ, the choir, and the bell choir continue to warm our hearts on these cold
winter days. Life can get pretty busy between work, home, marriage, kids, friends, exercise and health that I’ve realized that the busier it gets, it’s nice to just have a few
minutes during the week to enjoy worshiping with music at church. A friend passed
this poem to me which I would like to share with you. Every time I hear the bell choir
play it reminds me that we need to Ring in Christ into our lives.
Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light:
The year is dying in the night;
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.
Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.
Ring out the grief that saps the mind
For those that here we see no more;
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,
Ring in redress to all mankind.
Ring out a slowly dying cause,
And ancient forms of party strife;
Ring in the nobler modes of life,
With sweeter manners, purer laws.

Ring out the want, the care, the sin,
The faithless coldness of the times;
Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes
But ring the fuller minstrel in.
Ring out false pride in place and blood,
The civic slander and the spite;
Ring in the love of truth and right,
Ring in the common love of good.
Ring out old shapes of foul disease;
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold;
Ring out the thousand wars of old,
Ring in the thousand years of peace.
Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in Christ that is to be.
-- Ring Out, Wild Bells by Lord Alfred
Tennyson

How has St. Stephens had an impact on your life? As we continue to build and strengthen our culture of generosity, I ask you to continue to support our efforts we can continue
the ministries of worship and music here at St. Stephens.
Peace and Joy –Stewardship Chair - Jeremy Hanna
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Meru Partnership News
The Meru Partnership Committee is proud to announce the launching of
the new website on January 6, 2022. This platform will provide a place to
share our stories of the relationships of 25 partner Greater Milwaukee Synod congregations with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ in Tanzania.

Please go to our website at www.partnerswithmeru.org. St. Stephen the
Martyr has included a link to this website on our Human Concerns page.

News from Mbaaseny
I received New Year’s greetings from Pastor
Elirehema Mbise with the news that he has be
re-assigned to his home parish very near his
home in the Northern District. This is a regular
occurrence in the Diocese of Meru and we
give thanks for our friendship with Pastor
Mbise since early in 2019 and wish him well
in his new parish, Kimosonu.
As of January 1, 2022 the pastor in charge at
Mbaaseny is Pastor Aminiel Nnko. We look
forward to corresponding with him soon.
Martyr Monthly—St. Stephen the Martyr
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Christian Education
Bible studies, both the men’s and women’s continue despite the cold winter
weather. The men’s on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of February at 9:30am
and the women’s on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of February at 10:15am.
Both bible studies meet in person and virtually. For zoom information call
the church office or Bonnie or Kipp Zimmermann. The Monthly group will meet on February 7th, the 1st Monday of the month.
Sunday School also continues to meet during
Sunday morning worship at 9:30am.
Just a reminder that it will not always be winter.
In just a few month it will be warm and everyone will be ready to embark on the Monumental
Southwest adventure to celebrate God’s greatness
Come, sisters and brothers of all ages. Everyone can enrich her or his life
by learning more about our great God.
Bonnie Zimmermann, Christian Education Chair

Condensed Minutes of the Chruch Council,
January 14, 2021
President Jason Covert call the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.
Council members present: J. Covert, J. Dose, J. Hanna, J. Miller, N. Mineau, J. Muroni,
D. Sanders,
E. Sanders, B. Zimmermann. Pastor Brian was in attendance.
The minutes of the December 14 council meeting were reviewed and approved with
changes.
Financial Reports
Miller reviewed the Financial Secretary’s report and Muroni reviewed the Treasurer’s
reports. They noted that the church ended the year with strong offerings and a strong
balance sheet. The financial reports were approved.
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Pastor’s Time
Pastor Brian reviewed his report. Given the current pandemic conditions, the Caring
Visitors have postponed their return to service and confirmation classes are being held
online. He continues to work with five youth in planning and fundraising for the National Youth Gathering scheduled for July. Planning for the season of Lent has also started.
Current Action Items
Reopening Church
The council acknowledged guidance from the Wisconsin Council of Churches regarding
a return to fully online services. Council agreed to continue with both in-person and
online options for services and other activities as feasible, along with continued reminders to wear masks and stay home if you are not feeling well. The council will continue
to consider guidelines from the CDC and local health department.
Annual Meeting Planning
The annual meeting is scheduled for January 30. There will be a budget review meeting
on Sunday, January 23. These meetings were announced in the January newsletter and a
congregational letter will go out this week. The annual report will be distributed electronically with paper copies available as needed.
Budget Review
E. Sanders presented the draft of the 2022 budget. Executive and financial teams previously reviewed the budget and settled on a proposed deficit of about $9500. The council
approved the draft budget for presentation to the congregation at the annual meeting.
Future of SSM Endowment Fund
Muroni noted that the endowment fund has not seen much growth over the past few
years. Council will invite the Endowment chair to a future meeting for a discussion on
how the church might further develop this fund.
February Newsletter
A reminder that the newsletter deadline is January 17.
Committee Comments
Finance noted that the counters have moved to a digital distribution of counting reports.
Music & Worship is beginning planning for Lent and Easter. Information for other committees was shared earlier in the meeting.

Council agreed that the church would not hold an Easter
breakfast in 2022.
President J. Covert adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m.
The next meeting will be February 8.
Respectfully submitted,
Denise Sanders
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9:00-2:00

M-Th

9:00-12:00

F

Brian Hooper, Pastor
pastorbrianhooper@gmail.com
Tabatha Moldenhauer, Music Director
Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician
Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance
Bonnie Zimmermann, Ministry Assistant
office@ssmelca.org

SSM Website: www.ssmelca.org
Email: office@ssmelca.org
Phone: 414-421-3543
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