
 
 

ST. STEPHEN THE MARTYR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Baptism of Our Lord 
 

Saturday, January 8, 2022 5:00 PM 

Sunday, January 9, 2022 9:30 AM 
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Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as 

God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God 

when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open 

again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and 

wine. 

ELW is the cranberry red Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship 
 

PRELUDE: (5:00)  “Shall We Gather at the River”  -arr. T. Shaw         

           (9:30)  “Christ Our Lord to Jordan Came” -arr. Marcel Dupre 

 

WELCOME 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock 

 who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.  

C: Amen. 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and 

forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  We give you thanks, O 

God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word 

you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

C: Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  Through 

 the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river 

 your Son was Baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By water 

 and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your 

 promise and servants of all. 

P: We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you 

 for the  gift of new life in Jesus Christ.  Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our 

 lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

C: To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity 

 of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of the child born for us, and the joy of the one given to us be  

 with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE CONTINUED 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and 

 revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the 

 Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of 

 God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

 you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They 

need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name 

now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and 

God loves them. 
1But now thus says the Lord, 

  he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: 

 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

  I have called you by name, you are mine. 

 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

  and the flame shall not consume you. 

 3For I am the Lord your God, 

  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

 I give Egypt as your ransom, 

  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

 4Because you are precious in my sight, 

  and honored, and I love you, 

 I give people in return for you, 

  nations in exchange for your life. 

 5Do not fear, for I am with you; 

  I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; 

 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 

  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 

 bring my sons from far away 

  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

 7everyone who is called by my name, 

  whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 
 

L: The Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17 

Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was 

recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. 

Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands. 
14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, 

they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they 

might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they 
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had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their 

hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please Stand) 

 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist 

insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And 

whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus 

is God’s beloved Son. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by 

saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 

wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

 21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 

was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 

form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with 

you I am well pleased.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.    C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

MESSAGE -  “Filled with Expectation”  Rev. Brian Hooper 
 

HYMN: ELW #455 “Crashing Waters at Creation” 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.   

 On the third day, he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray 

for the church, the world, and all that God has made. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L:  By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the 

good news of Jesus. Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and 

service, that all people know they are precious in God’s sight. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

L: You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, 

and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Secure access to clean 

water for all, and protect the land from drought and flood. We pray for those 

affected by snow, ice and wind during recent winter storms. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will 

protect vulnerable people in their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation 

or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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L: You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we 

will not be cut off from you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or 

weakness. Comfort all who are in need (especially). God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

L: We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly 

baptized and those who are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in 

fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and justice-seeking. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

L: You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have 

called by name into your eternal embrace. Comfort us in grief and release us from 

fear. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

L: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of 

our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

 hallowed be Thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power, 

 and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

  

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING 
(Thanks for sharing your gifts. Offering envelopes can still be mailed to the church, you can use the Vanco 

Mobile Faith Engagement app, or you may wish to sign up for Simply Giving to have your offering 

scheduled on an automatic basis. Information for both programs can be found on the Electronic Giving 

page at ssmelca.org) 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L: Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings 

` and guide us on our journey. Prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in 

the name of Christ our light. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

P: God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 

 who rejoices over you, 

 and who calls you by name, 

 ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 

 today and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN: ELW #304 “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” 

 

DISMISSAL 

L:  Go with Christ into a weary world. 

 Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE: (5:00) “O God Beyond All Praising”  -arr. A. L. Page 

             (9:30) “In Thee is Gladness” -arr. J. S. Bach BWV 615 

 

 
 

THANK YOU FOR SERVING IN THE WORSHIP! 
 

Reader: (5:00) Heidi Hennessy 

(9:30) Dan Resterhouse 

Ushers: (5:00): Patti Nelson and Herb Leppien 

(9:30):  Dan Resterhouse & Mason Resterhouse 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 

Save the date: The SSM Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on January 

30, 2022 immediately following the worship service.  There will also be a budget 

discussion session on January 23rd, also immediately following the worship service.  

More information to follow. 

 
Sample the Mt. Meru Coffee Project Peaberry coffee after church next Sunday, the 16th, 

in the narthex.  Tasting samples will be available immediately after church.  Watch for 

sampling of more flavors in February. Contact Shelly Rosenstock for more info if 

desired. 

 
The Flower and Eternal Candle sign-up forms are now posted on the office door for 

2022. 

 
Lutheran Social Services is celebrating 140 years of impact in 2022.  Milestones offer 

an opportunity to look forward.  LSS has provided Benevolence Envelopes if you want to 

help empower and transform the lives of those served by LSS.  They are on the table in 

the Narthex. 

 
Vanessa Harris from Eras Senior Network will be visiting us next Sunday, January 16th 

with some information about Eras and the vital services they provide to seniors in our 

area.  She will be available to answer questions about volunteering, accessing services 

and more. 
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This Week at SSM 

Tuesday 1/11 6:30pm Council 

Wednesday 1/12 

10:15am Women’s Bible Study 

Noon Loose Ends Lunch 

5:45pm Handbell Rehearsal 

7:00pm  Choir 

Thursday 1/13 7:00pm Confirmation  

Saturday 1/15 5:00pm Worship with Communion 
Ushers: Jim Hennessy & Jim Palasz 

Reader: Judy Merritt 

Sunday 1/16 9:30am 
Worship with Communion 

Ushers: Kim Sussman, Norah Hooper 
& Bonnie Zimmermann 

Reader: Bonnie Daleness 

Sunday School 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Rev. Brian Hooper, Pastor - 262-271-8913 

 Tabitha Moldenhauer, Music Director 

 Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician 

 Bonnie Zimmermann, Ministry Assistant 

       Office phone - 414-421-3543 

 Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance 
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KEEP THESE SSM MEMBERS IN PRAYER 
 

Suzi Angeletti, Bob Brownell, Melissa Cooper, John Drover, Mary Freiburger, Diana 

Gastrau, Sue Herman, Sue Jarchow, Lynda Johnson, Carolyn Kahl,  

Tasha Kopplin, Carol Kucharski, Vic & Sandy Peterson, Teri Peterson, Patrick Rafalski, 

Shirley Rau, John Rech, Joan Retzlaff, Carole Ropel, Bob & JoAnn Soderstrom,  

Richard Sontvedt, Kim Sussman, John Winter 
 

PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
Roberta Henrichs, sister-in -law of  Joan Retzlaff 

Laurence Freemont, friend of SSM 

Katie Stull, granddaughter of Phil &  

  LaVerne Morgan 

Jane Janicki, sister of the Winter Family 

Jerelie Caston, daughter of Joan Retzlaff  

Nancy & Mike Andritsch, sister/brother-in-law 

   of Barbara & Dan Davies 

Karen Stolz, neighbor of Julie Herman 

Roger & Kathy Blanchard, cousin of Bob Lieske 

Billy Waters, husband of Darlene Waters &  

   Stepdad of Lori Salas 

Daniel Kilimann, son of Joy Kilimann 

Carson Wudtke, grandson of Dan & Barb Davies 

Sharon West, friend of Lynda Johnson 

Ted P., brother-in-law of Gail Jakus 

Jay Lessing, friend of LaVerne Morgan 

Jeanne Jimenez, daughter of Shirley Rau 

Cindy Molter, mother of Fred Ankebrant 

Mark Molter, uncle of Fred Ankebrant 

Terry Betchner, friend of Dianne Niese 

Beth Klosinski, daughter of Linda Schmidt 

Nikki Bruneau, friend of Kelly Sachse 

James Haas, friend of Mark & Patti Winter 

Rose Zovi, friend of Shelly Rosenstock 

Peter Salza, friend of Doug Winter family 

Dawn Salopek, sister of Karen Miller 

Gloria Klinter, sister-in-law of  

   Shirley Lieske 

Sandy, sister of Kevin Ernst 

Tom Riedasch brother of Patti Winter 

Mark Weber, son-in-law of Marian Walton 

Hartmut Barsnick 

Paula Peterson, sister of Bonnie Court  

Cathy & Mark Kossow, friends of Lynda Johnson 

Tippecanoe’s “Larry under the bridge”, friend  

   of the Homeless 

Katie Manzeck, friend of Carol Manning 

Susan White, sister of Sally Kowalewski 

Jon Kowalewski, husband of Susan Kowalewski 

Lauryn Ramintho, great-granddaughter of  

   Karen Miller 

Lucy Copeland, granddaughter of Dianne Niese 

Liane Guthrie, daughter of Dianne Niese 

Leroy Robinson, father of Linda Schmidt 

Maria Hill, friend of Lynda Johnson 

Ann Scorzynski, friend of LaVerne Morgan 

Kristin White, daughter of Sue Herman 

Laura Sussman, mother of Kimberly Carroll 

Sharon Maschke, sister-in-law of Pam Maschke 

Tim Ingram, grandson of Carole & Ron Ropel 

Denise Hajos, friend of Kelly Sachse 

Bonnie, friend of Kurt & Jenny Koeff 

Louie Baumgartner, family member  

   of the Lieske’s. 

Barbara Goelz, friend of Kelly Sachse 

Peter Misko, friend of Doug Winter family 

Kathy Manders, friend of Doug Winter family 

Tom Freiburger, son of  Mary Freiburger 

Janet Heino, great aunt of Stephanie Falksen      

Paulie Long, friend of Kelly and Greg Sachse 

Tom Schmidt, friend of Kelly and Greg Sachse 

Tim Drover, son of John Drover   

Alicia Davilla, granddaughter of Barb and Dan          

Davies 

Bob Guiliani, brother of Char Guiliani 

Vern Koenig, father of Bonnie Daleness 

Patti Schultz, daughter-in-law of Deb Perl 
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HYMN: ELW #455 Crashing Waters at Creation 
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SENDING HYMN: ELW #304 Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized 

 

 


