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Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 

 

Dear SSM Faith Family, 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  The twelve days of 
Christmas take us from December 25 through January 6.  Af-
ter the twelve days of Christmas, we celebrate the “Epiphany 
of our Lord.”   

Epiphany means “manifestation.”  On this day we celebrate 
the revelation of Christ to the Gentiles, that being to all the 
nations.  On this day tradition shares that three wise men or 
Maji discovered Jesus in Bethlehem and presented gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  
The magi followed the guiding star that led them to Jesus. 

Living near the city of Milwaukee is exciting, but the bright street lights mean we can't al-
ways see many stars in the sky. Yet we still sing this line from "O Little Town of Bethle-
hem": Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. The hopes and fears of all the years are met in 
thee tonight. 
 
For those having difficult times, for those who have recently lost a loved one, and for those 
whose hearts are weighed down by anxiety, these words hold hope for a better tomorrow. 
Thank you for the ways that you as the faith community at SSM continue to inspire hope; 
supporting our mission partners, responding and volunteering when you see a need, and 
coming together as we continue to navigate through a pandemic. 

Whatever streets you travel during this Christmas season and into the new year, may the 
light of Christ shine upon your path and bring peace to your heart, as we work towards and 
pray for peace in our world. 

Peace, 

Pastor Brian 

P.S. Thanks for your Christmas greetings  
and cards. 

Pastor’s Page 



 

 Martyr Monthly—St. Stephen the Martyr Page 2 

 
 
Council Update 
 

As noted last month, preparation for the annual meeting and 2022 budget is underway.  
The meeting will be held at our traditional time following last year’s delay.  Our meeting 
will take place on January 30 immediately after our worship service and be held both in-
person and virtually using Zoom.  Similar to the past couple of years, a Budget Review 
meeting is planned to occur on January 23, one week prior to the annual meeting.  We will 
provide all reports and financial information by email, and make copies available that can 
be picked up from church. 
 

As a reminder, we currently have several open council positions.  The open positions are 
Council Secretary, Youth & Family Ministries, Evangelism and Fellowship.  Are you willing 
to serve? Can you recommend someone with the talent to serve in one of these positions?  
Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 
 

Jason Covert 
Council President 

Council Update 
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In January, we continue to look toward 

new beginnings following the celebration of 
the birth of Christ just days ago. Our church colors remain white for purity and light as we  
remember the Magi following the star to Bethlehem (Epiphany). The following weekend, 
we will commemorate Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist. The church colors will then 
change to green, a symbol of our growth in Christ, during the time after Epiphany. 
 

In February, we are planning to return to the weekly celebration of Holy Communion. The 
method of distribution will vary and we ask for your patience as we continue to make  
adaptations. In order to do this, we need more volunteers for both Saturday and Sunday 
services. Can you help out with set-up (about 30 minutes before the service) and/or clean-
up (about 30 minutes after the service)? There are many other areas in the church in need 
of volunteers (ushers, coffee hour hosts, offering counters, and more). To learn more 
about volunteering, please contact Denise Sanders at the.family.sanders@gmail.com or the 
church office at office@ssmelca.org. 
 

MUSIC & WORSHIP 

January   

Birthdays 

 

mailto:the.family.sanders@gmail.com
mailto:office@ssmelca.org
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On Sunday, December 12, we  

  successfully finished collecting and  

organizing the Christmas Giving gifts for Bay View Community Center.  (2 each for 30 

adults/children). A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO DONATED GIFTS AND 

MONEY for this project. 

 

We also delivered a huge amount of donated food and coats from our December 4 Drive 

Thru Event to the Bay View Community Center. Each food Pantry that we support ( Bay 

View, Santa Fe and Unity) was sent a check for $395.00 in December. We also  

collected a very generous amount of socks, underwear, hats, gloves and mittens on  

December 4th.   Since the organizations that we usually donate to are unable to have a safe 

way to distribute these items, we shared with the  following:  Tippecanoe Homeless, Street 

Angels of Milwaukee, Human Concerns of South Mil-

waukee and Robyn’s Closet (affiliated with Milwaukee 

Children's Hospital and Milwaukee Foster Care Pro-

gram). 

 

WHAT A WONDERFUL  

WAY TO END THE 

YEAR!    

THANK YOU ALL!! 

Human Concerns  

Committee  

This is just a fraction on the 

items donated to the various 

homeless assistance programs 

that we are supporting this 

year. 

The 2022 offering envelopes are in the  

Narthex on a table just outside the Fellowship 

Hall.  They are in alphabetical order so they are easy to locate.  Please note that your  

envelope number has probably changed.  Even is you use one of the giving apps you may  

want to pick up your envelopes so that you can make use of the colorful special envelopes.  

The donations made in these envelopes help fund many of  the donations made to those 

programs that we help support and many Human Concerns projects. 

2022  Envelopes 

Human Concerns 
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Bonnie and I have been giving thanks 
lately for having found St. Stephen the 

  Martyr as our church home.  It has proven to be 
“home” for us since we came on board in June of 2015.  Our first experience was in the 
summer prior when we were back from New York visiting and looking for the future 
home that we could join when we retired.  We tried about three others.  We were both im-
pressed by the fact that we were greeted by three different families while enroute between 
our car and the front door. That was the Sunday that Pastor Brian was to be elected the 
next pastor.  We were invited after church to go into the hall to have donuts. Yes, we were 
served donuts.  We were told, “Go in and have some coffee and a donut.  We’ll be right in 
to join your after we vote.”  That was even before they knew our names. 
 

That Sunday made an impact on us.  We had a year yet, but we put our name on the  
mailing list to get the Martyr Monthly and we read about the activities.  One thing that  
really grabbed me was the “flocking”.  For a small donation you could have your neighbors 
“flocked”.  They would wake up the next morning to a lawn full of pink flamingos.  I loved 
it.  These were my kind of people.  We read about the mission work SSM was doing with 
the food ministries around Milwaukee and the rest of world.  The people had touched our 
lives and we were moved by the passion that they had to do God’s loving work.  We were 
home. 
 

When we were actually present in 2015, I joined the choir and both of us joined the hand 
bell choir and I joined the Men’s Bible Study.  Bonnie joined the PeaceMakers and the 
Women’s Bible Study.  There was a powerful impact of belonging among people where we 
were very short-lived strangers.  They were friends, and God’s people made room in a new 
home for a couple of strangers.  We both give thanks every day for the day that we walked 
through those doors and found a home among God’s people. 
 
I invite you to take a moment and recount the impact that God has had on you.  Then ask 
yourself what part St. Stephen the Martyr has played that impact.  Then ask yourself, what 
impact might I have in thanksgiving for those gifts.  Your support made it possible for St. 
Stephen to touch Bonnie and me and your generous support with make it possible to 
touch God’s loving presence to all we encounter.  That thanksgiving is why we seeking to 
help build an Environment of Generosity.  I urge you to support that effort.  It will mean 
that we can increase God generosity to the community. 
 
In Christ Jesus 
Rev. Dr. Kipp W. Zimmermann 
 

Stewardship 
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Phone Directory Update  We are beginning to work on an updated church directory 

which we hope to have out by mid-January. Please help us make sure that all of the infor-

mation is correct.  If you have moved, have a new phone number or email address please 

let the office know.  If there is information that you can provide but wish to leave out of 

the directory, that is fine, just let the us know.  (If you prefer a nick name instead of your 

full name we can do that too.) 
 

Large print bulletins are available.  If you want a large print bulletin please let the office 

know so that we are sure to have enough available. 

 

Office hours are Monday through Thursday from 9am to 2pm and on Friday from 9a, to 

noon.  Call the church number 414-421-3543 or email at office@ssmelca.org. 

 

 

Mt. Meru Coffee Project coffees are always available for purchase at church or online at mtmerucof-

fee.org. Hazelnut, Butter Pecan, French Vanilla and Chocolate 

Raspberry flavors are available in regular or decaf and perfect for 

after dinner or to warm you on cold Wisconsin nights. Feel free to 

contact Shelly Rosenstock via text or call 414-403-0509 if you 

have any questions.  

Doing justice has never tasted so good! Asante sana! 

Notes From the Office 

Meru Coffee Project 

  

 

The Shepherd’s Corner Library located in the Fellowship Hall has books of all kinds for 

your reading enjoyment with a large selection of children’s books and videos.  Take a look 

and check out some great reading. 

Visit the Shephard’s Corner  

Library  



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

1 2nd Weekend of  

Christmas 

 

5:00pm Worship with Com-

munion 

 

2 2nd Weekend of  
Christmas 
 
9:30am Worship with 
Communion 
9:30am Sunday School 

3 
 
1:00pm 
Monthly 
Bible Study 

4 
 
 
 
 
6:30pm 
Mega  
Meeting 

5 
9:30am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
 

6 Epiphany 7 8 Baptism of our Lord 
 
 
 
 
5:00pm Worship  
 

9 Baptism of our Lord 
 
9:30am Worship  
9:30am Sunday School 

10 11 
 
 
6:30pm 
Council 
Meeting 

12 
10:15am Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

12:00 noon Loose 
Ends Lunch 
 
 
5:45pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
 

7:00pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm 
Confirma-
tion Class 

14 15 2nd Weekend after 
Epiphany 
 
 
 
 
5:00pm Worship with Com-
munion 
 
Teen Movie Night 

16 2nd Weekend after 
Epiphany 
 
9:30am Worship with 
Communion 
9:30am Sunday School 

17 18 19 
9:30am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
5:45pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
 

7:00pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

20 21 22 3rd Weekend after 
Epiphany 
 
 
 
5:00pm Worship  
 

23 3rd Weekend after 
Epiphany 
 
9:30am Worship  
9:30am Sunday School 
 

10:30am Budget  
Discussion Meeting 

24 25 26 
10:15am Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
5:45pm Handbell 
Rehearsal 
 

7:00pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm 
Confirma-
tion Class 

28 29 4th Weekend after 
Epiphany 
 
 
5:00pm Worship with Com-
munion 
 

30 4th Weekend after 
Epiphany 
 
9:30am Worship with 
Communion 
9:30am Sunday School 
 

10:30am Annual  
Congregational  Meeting  

31  

2022 



 

 

 

 
Why not start the new year by delving more deeply into  
Scripture.  The Men’s Bible Study is studying the writings of Paul.  
They meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month at 9:30am 
both in person and on Zoom.  The Women’s Bible Study is begin-
ning to look at the book of Exodus this month.  The women meet 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month at 10:15am both in per-
son and on zoom.  For zoom information for either call the church 
office or for the men call Kipp Zimmermann at 917-805-5998.  For 

the women call Bonnie Zimmermann at 917-805-5994. 
 

Sunday School meets every Sunday during worship and learns about the same Gospel les-
son that is read in church. 
 

The 1st Monday of every month join the study group at 1:00pm to read and study a varity 
of interesting topics.  This group is self lead. 
 

This summer  the children can go off-road for a Monumental adventure at VBS.  Watch for 
more information about this exciting adventure through the colorful canyons of the South-
west. 
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The ladies for 

the Loose Ends Luncheon will meet on January 12th at The 

Olive Garden on 76th Street at noon.  Please contact Sally 

Kowalewski (414-483-2191) if you will be joining the group 

for this luncheon.  

Christian Education 

Loose Ends 

 

 

 

January 15 at 6pm.  We will watch a movie (TBD) and have some discussion on Saturday 

night following worship on our new 75" screen in the fellowship hall.  

Teen Movie Night 
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New Year and 
New Ushers 
Needed 
The current schedule for ushers to serve at worship services ends January 30, 2022.  A new 
schedule, with new teams, will be prepared for the months of February to mid-
June.  Hopefully, most ushers serving now will continue to work going forward, but some 
cannot. 
 

Accordingly, I am seeking volunteers to help usher at either the 5PM Saturday service or 
the Sunday 9:30AM service.  No experience is necessary as we will partner you with several 
experienced people who will train you "on the job". 
 

Volunteers may be women, men, and youth who have been confirmed and wish to serve 
their church.  New members who have recently joined St. Stephen the Martyr are especially 
invited to volunteer.  As an usher, you will quickly meet and get to know your fellow mem-
bers. 
 

If interested in serving , contact me, Bob Rasmussen at Sunday worship or put a note in 
my church mailbox.  You can also email me at rjkorasmussen@gmail.com or call me at 414
-421-5170.  Please do this by mid-January, as I will be making out a new schedule to begin 
with the first weekend in February. 

 

Volunteers are needed to serve coffee and donuts 

on Sunday Mornings.  We all enjoy our coffee and 

donut after church on Sunday but 

without people to serve them it is  

difficult to provide this time of  

fellowship. Please contact Dan  

Resterhouse at 414-687-4872 if you 

can help out.  Duties include making 

coffee, putting out the donuts and some clean up 

after. Remember, everyone loves the people who 

give them donuts. 
 

Saturday readers are needed.  There are only a few 

people who have volunteers to read on Saturdays at 

5pm.  If you are interested please contact the office. 

 

Be Part of the Service 

mailto:rjkorasmussen@gmail.com
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Tabitha Moldenhauer,  
SSM’s Music Director performed 7 very beautiful Christmas-themed pieces.  It was a con-
cert that was exactly what I had hoped the new organ purchase would provide.  The  
concert brought a good attendance on this cold but blue sky day.  From the second the 
clock turned 1 PM to the final applause and standing ovation, the concert was easily under 
1 hour.  Perfect timing for a busy holiday period.   
 

Before each piece Tabitha presented a brief overview: something about the composer, a 
description of the music itself, some with musical themes as found in the ELCA hymnal.     
 

Oh, the organ...it was awesome.  A great sound for our small church.  It’s clear our church 
loves listening to the organ by the devotion of our members who appreciate every  
postlude note played by our 2 organists at the end of every weekend service.  The mobile 
organ console was placed at the end of the nave in front of the altar.  This gave the  
congregation a great view of the double registers, the stops, pedals and of Tabitha’s  
masterful hand and foot work.   
 

Works performed were Triptych on “Helmsley” (Fanfare, Berceuse and Toccata) by 
Brenda Portman (born 1980 in Grafton, WI no less) a phenomenal version of “Lo! He 
Comes with Clouds Descending”.  Then the famous Wachet Auf by J.S. Bach, just a  
glorious piece for Advent. Gesu Bambino, by Pietro Yon with portions of “O, Come all 
Ye Faithful” coming through the intricate finger work.  There were two Pastorales  
depicting an agrarian time when you could hear birds singing and donkey’s braying (I did-
n’t catch that one), a peaceful set just before the final Noel by Lousis-Claude Daquin of 
the 18th Century.  Tabitha indicated this last piece would be a lively one with 5 (count 6) 
parts, the last being a huge finger workout, the tapping of keys which you don’t always 
hear when the organ console is situated far from the congregation/audience.  
 

May this be the first of many organ concerts for St Stephen the Martyr on our Casavant 
Organ.  The music we heard  
today brings art and spirituality to this  
Advent season.  The congregation is  
grateful for the artistic and professional performance by our own Tabitha  
Moldenhauer.   
 

By JP Maschke 

Casavant Organ Recital 

December 19, 2021 
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Reminder: you can donate to the organ fund 

by using an  Organ Fund Envelope located 

on the table in the narthex or by marking 

your donation  “organ fund”.  You can also 

donate using the giving app by designating 

your contribution to the organ fund. 

 



 

 

 
President Jason Covert call the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 
Council members present: J. Covert, J. Dose, J. Hanna, J. Miller, N. Mineau, J. Muroni, D. 
Sanders, E. Sanders, B. Zimmermann. Pastor Brian was in attendance. 
 

The minutes of the November 9 council meeting were reviewed and approved. 
 

Financial Reports  
Miller reviewed the Financial Secretary’s report and Muroni reviewed the Treasurer’s re-
ports. The financial reports were approved. 
 

Pastor’s Time 
Pastor Brian reviewed his report, noting that 20 new members were introduced this past 
Sunday and that he is building connections with them. He is also working with five teens 
and their families in planning and fundraising for the upcoming National Youth Gathering. 
Visits with shut-ins is another priority at this time. 
 

Current Action Items 
Reopening Church 
Council agreed to continue with the plan to reintroduce donuts to the coffee hour in Janu-
ary. Adding more music to the worship service was also approved. D. Sanders noted that 
the Music & Worship Committee will be reintroducing weekly communion starting in Feb-
ruary. It was noted that for coffee hour and communion, more volunteers are needed to 
make these things happen. The council will continue to watch pandemic and vaccination 
markers and consider guidelines from the CDC and local health department. 
 

Annual Meeting Planning 
The annual meeting is scheduled for January 30, immediately following the Sunday worship 
service (there will not be a meal). There will be a budget review meeting on Sunday, Janu-
ary 23. The deadline for annual report submissions is January 4. The report will be distrib-
uted electronically with paper copies available as needed. Covert will provide the congrega-
tional letter to the church office for mailing by January 10. 
 

Technology Purchases 
The council reviewed a proposal from Best Buy that includes a TV, laptop, webcam, instal-
lation, etc. The planning group has another meeting scheduled with AVI for a second op-
tion. A purchase not to exceed $3500 was approved by the council. This money will be 
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Condensed Minutes of the Chruch 

Council, December 14, 2021 
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Budget Overview 
E. Sanders introduced the budget planning process. He noted that with current pledged 
giving for 2022, the capital budget shows a surplus, but the general budget shows a signifi-
cant shortfall. Miller noted that about 20 families who pledged in 2021 have not submitted 
pledges for 2022 and that the church has experienced a reduction in income due to moves, 
retirements, and deaths of donors. If more pledges come in and some upcoming work to 
estimate non-pledged giving will help to reduce the shortfall. Additional work will happen 
over the coming month to adjust/reduce expenditures to further reduce the shortfall. The 
budget will be finalized on January 11 for distribution to the congregation for final approval 
at the annual meeting. 
 

Living Into Our Mission 
Covert and Pastor Brian asked the council to start thinking about short- and long-term 
goals for the coming year on how we can live into our mission. Council will discuss this 
further in January and/or February. 
 

January Newsletter 
A reminder that the newsletter deadline is December 15. 
 

Committee Comments 
The Property committee has looked into increased noise coming from the rooftop unit and 
will schedule repairs. They will also look into a repair of the stained glass on the back wall 
of the sanctuary that is loose and causing additional noise when the heating system is on. 
 

Christian Education noted that Vacation Bible School materials have been ordered for 
summer 2022. 
 

Human Concerns is has many clothing donations for which they are seeking places for dis-
tribution. 
 

Stewardship committee noted that giving letters and pledge thank you letters have been 
sent. 
 

President J. Covert adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 
 

The next meeting will be January 11. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Denise Sanders, Vice President 

Condensed Minutes of the Chruch 

Council, Continued 



 

 

Place label here 

 

9:00-2:00 M-Th 

9:00-12:00    F 

Brian Hooper, Pastor  

       pastorbrianhooper@gmail.com 

Tabatha Moldenhauer, Music Director 

Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician  

Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance 

Bonnie Zimmermann, Ministry  Assistant              

 office@ssmelca.org 

 

SSM Website:  www.ssmelca.org  

Email: office@ssmelca.org 

Phone: 414-421-3543 
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