
 

 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT SSM 
Saturday 5:00 PM 
Sunday 9:30 AM  

Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Christmas Eve Services 4pm and  9pm 

Christmas Day Service9:30am 

*As we anticipate a greater number of children at the 4:00 

p.m. service, we kindly ask all in attendance to wear masks 
for the safety of all. 

Please note, there will NOT be a service on Sunday, December 26. 
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PASTOR’S PAGE... 

 Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 

Dear SSM Faith Community, 

During the pandemic quarantine, sixteen-year-old Grace  

approached her father with a dilemma. She wanted to start 

working on a large painting but had no canvas. All the non-

essential stores were closed and she inquired whether her dad 

had something she could paint on. 
 

In the garage they found a large scrap of plywood covered 

with spider webs. Grace’s father thought it much too rough 

for a canvas. Grace thought it was perfect. What her dad saw 

was “every crack, bow, and hazardous splinter”. What she saw, her eyes alight, was the 

material upon which she would hazard the creation of something new, unexpected,  

beautiful.” 
 

In the early 1990s artists began to blend surprisingly ordinary or random objects into 

their art such as soda cans and cigarette butts. Suddenly what was previously considered 

art or even beautiful was overturned as artists imagined possibilities for a “new crea-

tion.” 
 

We have all experienced loss in recent times, and yet with an empty canvas the Divine 

Artist fills our imagination with hope and possibility. 
 

We are entering the church season of Advent. Our Advent scriptures are filled with ex-

amples of God creating something new, unexpected and even beautiful from human be-

ings and circumstances far from ideal. “A murderous king, a poor young Jewish woman, 

a carpenter known for dreaming; shepherds in the field, sign-readers from the East, and 

above all, a vulnerable child.” 

As we journey together the future will bring many transi-

tions and new beginnings. This is a time to dream, to  

wonder, to envision, to experiment. Of course, we will 

make mistakes and often get stuck in the failings of the 

past. Advent stirs us up, however, with hopes and dreams 

that seem irrational and even impossible. May God open 

our eyes, our hearts, our minds, and our imaginations! For 

God promises to make all things new! 
 

Peace, Pastor Brian  
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Christmas Giving Parade  
December 4, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

We are hosting a Christmas drive-thru event at SSM. We hope you’ll stop 
by for a bit of Christmas cheer. The event will include: 
Treats for Children: All children will receive a special holiday treat! 
Pray with Pastor: Pastor Brian will greet you and share a prayer with you. 
Collection of Hats, Gloves, Socks, Underwear: Items will be donated to  
organizations that serve the homeless. 
Food Drive: Bring non-perishable food items and/or monetary donations, which will be 
distributed to Bay View Food Pantry, Unity, and Faith/Santa Fe. 
Bake-Free Bake Sale: Funds raised will be donated to local and international  
charitable organizations. 
Quilt Raffle: Three beautiful holiday quilts will be raffled with proceeds benefiting  
Lutheran World Relief. 
Distribution of Church Materials: You can pick offering envelopes, devotional booklets, 
and calendars. 
How to Participate: Drive into the SSM parking lot any time between 10:00 a.m. and 
12:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 4th. Signs and arrows will lead you 
to stations and you will not need to get out of your car. 
 

Thank you for your generous spirit! 
 

Sponsored by the Human Concerns, Music & Worship, Christian Education, and  
Finance Committees; and the Women of the ELCA 

Many have heard the new Organ.  If your only experience has been 

hearing by phone or computer, ask for the CD to enable hearing on a 

good system.  We’ve recorded several CDs.   
 

The Casavant has added beauty to our worship and has truly highlighted Tabitha’s skill as 

an organist.  I can add that it is a joy to play. 
 

We have now gathered $90,000 toward the completion of the loan.  We need yet $39,000 to 

complete the loan payment.  In this Season of Giving Thanks, perhaps you would like to 

give thanks for great music experiences that have you received in a donation to the Organ 

Fund. 

Kipp Zimmermann, Chair, Organ Committee 

ORGAN FUND 
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP 

The season of Advent begins on November 29. We adorn the sanctuary in blue,  
symbolizing hope, and light the Advent wreath. A few centuries ago in Germany, the  
Advent wreath was developed as a sign of the waiting and hopeful expectation of the return 
in glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. The wreath itself is a circle, representing the eternal  
victory over death through Jesus Christ. Though there is no one prescribed color for the 
candles, we use blue, which matches the seasonal colors and again symbolizes hope.  
 
For Christmas, we will change to white, reminding us of the purity of the newborn Christ, 
and to our light and joy in him. 
 
Volunteers are always needed for worship services. If you would like to learn more about 
any of these roles: usher, reader, greeter, communion assistant, please contact Denise Sand-
ers at the.family.sanders@gmail.com.  

Building A Culture Of  Generosity 
 

Last year was the most generous on record in the United States.  We grew in generosity 
even in the pandemic. For most people the reason for this has less to do with their wealth 
or income and more to do with intentionality and regular systematic giving. 
 

Over the course of a year, $1 per day comes to a gift of $365, which for about 35-40% of 
Americans would be significant growth in their giving to the church.  The average  
Starbucks coffee costs $2.75. This amounts to over $1000 if one is purchased every day of 
the year. 
 

Regular, systematic giving can help all of us become more generous.  We get overwhelmed 
when we thing about larger numbers like $1000. However, most of us can find $2.75 per 
day.  As you think and pray about your generosity this year. Consider how systematic giv-
ing may help you become more generous. 
 

We are part of a beautiful community here at SSM! God is certainly active here and we 
look forward to how we can help keep this ministry vibrant in the coming year. 
 

The Stewardship Team 

mailto:the.family.sanders@gmail.com
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Rae Gifford   01 

John Muroni   05 

Faith O'Connell  08 

Tom Raasch   10 

Karen Palasz   11 

Margery Muroni  11 

Bonnie Court  13 

John Rech, Sr.  14 

Joseph Lewandowski 15 

Jean Stonek   16 

Russell Mayer  16 

Jennifer Ortega  16 

Dolores Dowling  17 

Regan Kunesh  17 

Shirley Rau   18 

Breleigh Kopplin  19 

Charlotte Knipple  21 

Bonnie Daleness  22 

JoAnn Soderstrom  23 

Larry Stasiewski  26 

Paul Heins   27 

Robert Brownell  28 

Bonnie Zgola  28 

Larry Petricek  29 

Abigail Hanna  29 

Daniel Davies  30 

Lillian Mildren  31 

With the end of the year nearing, and about 98% of the aluminum cans sold at the sal-
vage yard, the annual results can be reported.  Eight trips to the salvage dealer yielded 
$175 as 287 pounds of cans were sold.  It seemed that beer was the preferred drink of 
choice over soda, fruit juice, seltzer water, and energy drinks. 
 

All proceeds will go to area food pantries that our church supports. 
 

For this year, can collecting is completed since cold weather, snow and ice makes trips 
to the salvage yard too difficult. 
 

Save your cans from now through the Winter.  We will resume the can collection at 
church April 1st of 2022.  Many thanks to all the people who donated cans this 
year.  You have been a blessing to others. 
 

Bob Rasmussen - Can Coordinator 

THE 2021 CAN COLLECTION DRIVE --- A SUCCESS! 
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HUMAN CONCERNS 

IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO HELP WITH THE BAY VIEW CHRISTMAS GIFTS!!! 
If you cannot shop you can still donate money as Bay View gets last minute requests for 
gifts and they will shop.  Money can be given in your envelope by marking it “Bay View 
Gifts” or in the area marked Bay View Christmas in the VANCO mobile app.  Thank you 
to all who donated.  It is much appreciated by the community in need. 
 
Since the Unity Suppers are still closed, the Human Concerns Committee will be making 
bagged lunches in March for the people near the Christ Church and Unity area and the 
homeless. 
 
Thank you for all donated coats that we delivered to Bay View this month.  They were 
greatly appreciated.    
 
God bless and Happy Holidays!   

Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 

As Advent and Christmas approach, anyone who would like to provide prelude or post-

lude music for services (instrumental or vocal) is encouraged to contact Tabitha 

at musicdirector@ssmelca.org. It's also never too late to join Handbells or Choir to 

share in making music for the holiday season!  

HOLIDAY MUSIC 

Bay View Community Center    

Gift Collection  

Once again this year we are helping the Bay View Community Center with their  
Christmas outreach program to provide 15 children and 15 senior adults with Christmas 
gifts.  Information will be available soon with two gift suggestion cards for each  
person.  If you would like to help, just select a card or two and purchase the item  
requested.  If unable to locate the item, something similar will be much appreciated.   
Return the gift to church by December 12th.  
 

Note: Bay View is requesting that the gift NOT be wrapped.  Placing them in a gift bag is 
O.K.  Securely attach the card to the gift or gift bag so that it gets to the right  
person.  Each year we have had a wonderful outpouring of gifts to help our friends at 
Bay View.   
 

Many thanks from the Human Concerns Committee   

mailto:musicdirector@ssmelca.org
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With the Vanco Mobile Faith Engage-

ment (“Vanco Mobile”) app on your 

smartphone, you can make donations 

from anywhere, at any time.  Vanco Mobile allows you to contribute to the funds 

you designate and to make payments for things like Mt Meru Coffee right from 

your smartphone.  After you create an account, you can make a one-time dona-

tion/payment or schedule a series of future transactions.  The app can be linked 

to your credit/debit card, or to your bank account.   

Note that this change does not impact or change Simply Giving. 

You can download the Vanco Mobile app for free from the App Store or Google 

Play. There are several Vanco apps listed in the stores – the correct version to 

download is Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement.   

Once downloaded, on the Welcome screen, tap “Find your organization”.  Our 

name is St Stephen the Martyr Lutheran Church E.L.C.A.  Note that there is 

no period after “St” – this makes a difference with the search.  There are multiple 

St Stephen’s (with & without the period after St), but currently we are the only St 

Stephen the Martyr.  You will see our picture and address on the screen. 

The first time you sign on you will be asked to Sign Up for an account.  If you 

were previously enrolled in Give+, you can log into Vanco Mobile with the same 

login credentials you set up in Give+.   

If you are new to Vanco apps, the information required to sign up is:  Your name; 

Your email; Create a password; Then tap on create an account.  An email will be 

sent to your email account with a confirmation code.  Type 

the code in the boxes and tap on Confirm Email.  That’s it – 

you should be in the app!   

Tap on Give and you are ready to make your donation or 

payment to SSM. 

For more information, please check out the Electronic Giv-
ing page on our SSM website or contact our Financial  

Secretary, Jane Miller at 414-425-2342 or jusjmiller@aol.com. 

VANCO’S NEW MOBILE APP IS UP & RUNNING! 



 

 

St. Stephen the Martyr 

Lutheran Church, ELCA 

2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 
   1 

9:30am Men’s Bible 

Study 
 

5:45pm Handbell  

Rehearsal 

7:00pm Choir  

Rehearsal 

2 

 

 
 

7:00pm  

Confirmation 

Class 

3 4 

10:00am - noon Giving 

Parade 
 

5:00pm Worship With 

Communion 

5 2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

9:30am Worship 

with Communion 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

6 

 

1:00pm 

Monthly 

Bible Study 

7 

 

 

6:30pm Mega 

Meeting 

8 

10:15am Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

5:45pm Handbell Re-

hearsal 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

9 10 11 

 

 

5:00pm Worship 

12 3rd Sunday in 

Advent 

9:30am Worship 

New Member  

Welcome 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

13 14 

 

 

6:30pm 

Council 

Meeting 

15 

9:30am Men’s Bible 

Study 
 

5:45pm Handbell Re-

hearsal 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

16 

 

 

7:00pm  

Confirmation 

Class 

17 18 

 

 

5:00pm Worship with 

Communion 

19 4th Sunday in 

Advent 

9:30am Worship  

with Communion 

9:30am Sunday 

School 

20 21 22 

No Women’s Bible Study 
 

5:45pm Handbell Re-

hearsal 

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

23 24 Christmas Eve 

 

4:00pm Worship 

 

9:00pm Worship 

25 Christmas Day 

9:30am Worship 

26 Feast of St 

Stephen the  

Martyr 

NO Worship  

Service 

27 28 29 

 

No Handbell Rehearsal 

No Choir Rehearsal 

30 31 New Year’s 

Eve 

January 1 2022 

New Year’s Day 



 

 

All of our Bible Studies are rolling along.  The Men’s Bible Study continues to meet on 
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month at 9:30am and the Women’s Bible Study 
meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month at 10:15am. The Women’s study 
will be beginning a study of the book of Exodus. (Note, there will be no Women’s Bible 
Study on December 22nd.) Both groups meet in person in the fellowship hall and con-
currently on Zoom.  If you need the zoom link contact Kipp Zimmermann for the Men’s 
group or Bonnie Zimmermann for the Women’s group or the church office for either. 
The monthly group continues as well, meeting on the first Monday of each month at 
1:00pm. 
 

Our young folks are engaged in learning as well.  Sunday School continues to meet dur-
ing the 9:30 service.  We are looking for more teachers or helpers.  Our goal is to have 
enough for each of our two classes so that all of our volunteers can attend church every 
couple of weeks on a rotating basis. 
 

On Sunday, October 31st four young adults,  Norah Hooper, Hannah Lentz,  
Alexander Matusiak and Hannah Tanke were confirmed.  Congratulations on  
completing this part of your journey of faith.  Current confirmands meet with Pastor  
Brian twice a month on Thursdays. 

LOOSE ENDS LUNCH 

Youth Gathering 2022  

Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from 
across the ELCA gather for a week of faith formation known as 
the ELCA Youth Gathering. The days are spent in interactive learning, worship, 
Bible study, service and fellowship.  Young people grow in faith and are  
challenged and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives. 
The '22 gathering will take place July 24-28 in Minneapolis, MN.  Those in 
grades 8-12 are able to participate.  We held an informational meeting in  
August and November and some youth have expressed interest in attending. 
We are planning to hold some youth activities on some Saturday evenings in 
the future. Please email Pastor Brian with any questions. 
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The ladies for the Loose Ends Luncheon have decided not to do a lunch in Decem-

ber.  We will, however, begin again on January 13th at The Olive Garden on 76th 

Street, meeting there at noon.  Please contact Sally Kowalewski (414-483-2191) if you 

will be joining the group for this luncheon.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 



 

 Martyr Monthly—St. Stephen the Martyr Page 9 

PIECEMAKERS NEWS 

The time of the year is 

here for the 4th annual SSM PieceMakers raffle to help support our quilting mis-

sion.  Raffle ticket prices remain the same $1 per ticket or 6 tickets for $5.  Tickets will 

be sold the church weekend services on December 4/5, and will be a part of the giving 

parade.  The winning raffle tickets will be pulled immediately after the 9:30 service on 

Sunday, December 5th.  If you have extra return address labels, it's a great way to use 

them!  You could win a quilt for a great price, while you support a wonderful mission.  

Christmas Ribbons  

56X73 

Christmas Morning  

58X58 
Winter Delievery  

35X39 

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE 
We are especially in need of people to volunteer to assist with the Satur-

day services as  

readers, ushers and communion servers and for set up. Please let Denise, Chair of Music & 

Worship or the office know if you would like to participate.  There is always room for more 

volunteers at the Sunday service as will. 
 

Phone Directory Update  We are beginning to work on an updated church directory 

which we hope to have out just after the first of the year.  Please help us make sure that all 

of the information is correct.  If you have moved, have a new phone number or email  

address please let the office know.  If there is information that you can provide but wish to 

leave out of the directory, that is fine, just let the us know.  (If you prefer a nick name in-

stead of your full name we can do that too.) 
 

Large print bulletins are available.  If you want a large print bulletin please let the office 

know so that we are sure to have enough available. 



 

 

On Nov. 13 & 14 we lifted up our Tanzanian 

partners through décor, song, prayer and giving. 

After our 9:30 service we had a live auction of 

items donated by our Human Concerns commit-

tee and friends. As is tradition in Tanzania, the 

weekly offering often includes items such as fresh eggs, firewood, 

fresh fruit and even farm animals! These are auctioned of after the 

service with funds supporting the parish.  

Our auction included similar items plus fresh baked pies, 

a fleece blanket, a decorate your own cookie, avocados, 

Mt. Meru coffee and a basket of natural soap/lip balm. 

These 19 items brought in nearly $400! And asante sana 

for donations to our partner of nearly $300 to date. Spe-

cial thanks to all who donated, purchased, recorded and 

helped make this auction a very fun event! 
 

We will accept donations through the end of the year. The 

next wire transfer goes in early January so please direct dona-

tions to Mbaaseny as you can. These will support their kinder-

garten, their avocado tree project, enlarging the Canaan build-

ing and windows in the Jericho building. 
 

Pastor Mbise messaged me as our auction ended. He was una-

vailable for a live call due to be stuck in road construction traffic! Canaan parish held con-

firmation that day, plus a baptism and Pastor followed a young parishioner home to make 

sure he was safe. He sends his greetings and gratitude for all of our support. 

NEWS FROM MBAASENY 
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Do your little bit of good where 

you are; it's those little bits of good 

put together that overwhelm the 

world." 

       Archbishop Desmond Tutu  

Council Update 
 

We continue to believe that your safety and well-being are most important to 
us.  During our Council Meeting on November 9, 2021, it was decided that we 
will continue to add more music to our worship services.  As we phase in more 
indoor activities, we tentatively agreed to bring back donuts to our coffee hour 
beginning January 9, 2022.  We want a safe environment for our children and all 
families during the pandemic and appreciate your patience.  Please reach out to 
me or any council member with questions or concerns. 
 

Preparation for the annual meeting and 2022 budget is underway.  It was agreed 
the annual meeting will be held on January 30, both in-person and broadcast  
using Zoom.  Similar to the past couple of years, a budget review meeting is 
planned to occur one week prior to the annual meeting.  We will provide all  
reports and financial information by email, and also make copies available that 
can be picked up from the church office and entryway. 
 

As a reminder, we currently have a number of open council positions. Are you 
willing to serve? Can you recommend someone with the talent to serve in one of 
these positions?  The open positions are Council Secretary, Youth & Family Min-
istries, Evangelism and Fellowship.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 
 

Jason Covert 
Council President 

A NOTE FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Jeff Dose, Property 

Chair, would like to 

thank Greg Kunesh, 

Dan & Mason Resterhouse, Adam and Andrea Woerpel, 

and Jim Hennessy for their time, use of equipment, and 

working on a Saturday to remove 7 dead ash trees from the 

property.  This was done as a preventive measure before 

they fell causing damage and to save money by not having 

to bring in a tree removal company.   

Property 



 

 

President Jason Covert called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. 
 

Council members present: J. Covert, J. Dose, J. Hanna, J. Miller, N. Mineau, J. Muroni, D. 
Sanders, E. Sanders, B. Zimmermann. Pastor Brian was in attendance. 
 

The minutes of the October 12 council meeting were reviewed and approved. 
 

Financial Reports  
Miller reviewed the Financial Secretary’s report and Muroni reviewed the Treasurer’s  
reports. The financial reports were approved. 
 

Pastor’s Time 
Pastor Brian reviewed his report, noting the recent celebration of several faith milestones: 
four youth were confirmed, five children received their first communion, and seven  
children received Bibles. Additionally, six families have indicated an interest in membership. 
 

Pastor Brian will be attending a Leading Well continuing education event in Arizona,  
November 15-21. Vanessa Harris from ERAS will give a presentation to SSM on January 
15 and 16. 
 

Current Action Items 
Reopening Church – Current plans include reopening the nursery (unstaffed), the reintroduc-
tion of donuts to coffee hour in January, and the addition of more music to worship  
services. The council will continue to watch pandemic and vaccination markers and  
consider guidelines from the CDC and local health department. 

Condensed Minutes of the Church Council 
Tuesday, November 9, 2021  
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Christmas Eve Services  

4pm and  9pm 

Christmas Day Service9:30am 
*As we anticipate a greater number of children at 

the 4:00 p.m. service, we kindly ask all in attendance 
to wear masks for the safety of all. 

Please note, there will NOT be a service on  
Sunday, December 26. 
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Renewing and Strengthening Connections – Council agreed to personally connect with members 
by making phone calls to inform them of the times for our Christmas services. 
 

Welcoming Visitors – Pastor Brian provided two documents with ideas for implementing a 
more intentional welcoming atmosphere. This conversation will continue in future months. 
 

Technology Grant – Pastor Brian will inquire with the Greater Milwaukee synod office to  
determine if the purchase of a sanctuary laptop and webcam will meet the criteria. 
 

Budget Overview – Committee budget planning will be distributed within the next two weeks 
with feedback returned to E. Sanders prior to the next meeting. 
 

Annual Meeting Planning – The meeting will be held on January 30, with a budget preview 
meeting the week before (January 23). There will be no meal. Simultaneous Zoom participa-
tion will be available. Annual report materials should be sent to the Ministry Assistant by 
January 3rd. 
 

December Newsletter – A reminder that the newsletter deadline is November 15. 
 

Council Members – All current council members were reminded to seek out individuals for the 
open positions (Secretary, Youth and Family, Evangelism, Fellowship). 
 

Committee Comments 
The Property committee completed tree removal, installation of water and heat sensors, and 
the contract for snow removal. Projected work includes boiler replacement and parking lot 
repair. 
 

Stewardship committee will be sending out thank you letters to all who pledged. 
 

Human Concerns is sponsoring a live auction to benefit the Meru/Mbasseny partnership 
and supporting Christmas gift giving with Bay View in December. 
 

Music & Worship is preparing for upcoming Christmas decorating and worship services. 
 

The Finance committee work was noted earlier in the meeting (budget overview).  
 

Christian Education noted that Sunday School is going well; 32 students are registered. Ad-
ditionally, Bible studies are all back and meeting regularly. 
 

President J. Covert adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Denise Sanders, Vice President 

Condensed Minutes of the Council Continued 
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9:00-2:00    M-Th 

9:00-12:00 F 

Brian Hooper, Pastor  

       pastorbrianhooper@gmail.com 

Tabatha Moldenhauer, Music Director 

Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician  

Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance 

Bonnie Zimmermann, Ministry  Assistant              

 office@ssmelca.org 
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