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Saturday, In-Person Worship - 5:00 pm 

Sunday, In-Person Worship and Online - 9:30 am 
 

St. Stephen the Martyr Lutheran Church ELCA 

6101 S. 51st Street, Greendale, WI  53129; 414-421-3543; www.ssmelca.org 

Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 

Join us for 

Mega Meeting 

(Church Committees and Teams) 

 

Tuesday, Oct. 5, 6:30 pm 

 

All Are Welcome! 
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Pastor’s Ponderings... 

 

Dear SSM Faith Family, 

It is hard to believe but fall is once again coming fast upon us. I have 
already seen some leaves beginning to change colors and fall from 
trees.  

In October we celebrate the reforming church on Reformation Day, 
October 31. The Reformation is a day that protestants generally, and Lutherans specifi-
cally, have been observing for over 500 years. Martin Luther was a leader of the refor-
mation. Luther came to understand that we receive forgiveness through God’s love and 
grace. This grace is not a free pass to do whatever we like, for we are called to love God, 
and to love and respect each other.   

On Reformation Day we will also celebrate five youth (Alex Matusiak, Hannah Lentz, 
Hannah Tanke, Tessa Hryniewicki, and Norah Hooper) in a service of confirmation as 
they affirm their faith.  

In October we will also hold First Communion Classes. I have sometimes heard the 
question, “Is there a certain age a child should be before they receive first communion?”   

The ELCA makes the following statement regarding the practice of word and sacrament:  
“Baptized children begin to commune on a regular basis at a time determined through 
mutual conversation that includes the pastor, the child, the parents or sponsors involved, 
within the accepted practices of the congregation. Ordinarily this beginning will occur 
only when children can eat and drink, and can start to respond to the gift of Christ in the 
Supper.”   

Receiving communion is a way that helps to connect us to worship in our hearts and 
minds. If you believe your child is ready to receive communion, I invite you to take part 
in our upcoming First Communion classes on October 10 and 17 at about 10:30am fol-
lowing our worship service and Sunday School. Parents, please contact me to be part of 
the class, or if you would like to have further conversation. 

We continue to navigate together during the pandemic. Thanks for your faithfulness and 
dedication to the mission of SSM. “Welcoming All. Worshiping God. Serving Others.” 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Brian 
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Stewardship    Walk with Jesus  

Dear Members of St. Stephen the Martyr: 

Generosity is all around us, but sometimes we have to look for it. In the feeding of the 
5,000 story in the Bible, significant generosity happened once the child shared (John 
6:9). That is how it is here. Once we begin to share, we will see that God has blessed us 
with plenty. 

Building a Culture of Generosity is the theme of our fall stewardship appeal. This theme 
points us to the generosity that we have witnessed around our church over the last year, 
but also points us to know that we can grow into this in even more profound ways. 

When the pandemic began in March of 2020, many of us worried there would not be 
enough. Our ministry remained strong and in fact, many of us recognized just how criti-
cally important this community is to our faith. 

Our grateful response in generosity helps to demonstrate to us and to the world around us 
that in fact God has provided us everything and we have enough, even enough to share. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Jeremy Hanna 
Stewardship Chairperson 

October 2021 Confirmands 

 

 Norah Hooper 
 Tessa Hryniewicki 
 Hannah Lentz 
 Alex Matusiak 
 Hannah Tanke 
 

We will be celebrating the affirmation of faith of 
our church youth at a special Confirmation service 
on Sunday, October 31 at 11:00 am. Family mem-
bers, mentors, Sunday School teachers, and friends 
are welcome to attend. 
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Music & Worship 

We will adorn the church in red in commemoration of the Protestant Reformation during 

the weekend of October 31st. The reformation offers the promise of God’s love that 

makes possible a life of “living, daring confidence in God’s grace.” The Affirmation of 

Baptism service for our confirmands will be held at 11:00 am that morning. 

Holy Communion Update: Later in the month of October, we hope to transition to a dif-

ferent form of Holy Communion distribution (at least partially). We need volunteers to 

make this happen – servers will pour wine during the service and offer words of institu-

tion; set-up volunteers spend some time before the service setting up the cups and wafers 

and cleaning up after. 

If you are able to assist with either or both of these tasks please contact Denise at 

the.family.sanders@gmail.com. Training will be provided and the more volunteers we 

have, the less frequently everyone is scheduled. 

Blessing of the Animals 

Saturday, October 9, 2021 

9:30am in the prayer garden (6101 S. 51st Street, Greendale) 
 

All pets and their owners are invited to participate in a “Blessing of the Animals.” 

All are welcome! 

The event is celebrated in connection with St. Francis who lived in the Thirteenth Cen-

try and is celebrated in the church as a patron saint of animals and the environment. 

A Personal Thank You 

Our heartfelt thanks for your thoughts, prayers and memorial gifts for our daughter 

Beth and my brother's deaths.  They are all a great blessing. 

 ~ Bob and Shirley Lieske  
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Electronic/Mobile Giving 

Vanco’s New Mobile App is Here! 

Vanco, our eGiving provider, has 
launched an updated mobile app called Vanco Mobile to replace GivePlus.  

You can download the Vanco Mobile app for free from the App Store or Google Play. 
There are several Vanco apps listed in the stores—the correct version to download is 
Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement. From there, you can make a one-time donation or 
set up recurring giving right through the app. Just select your fund and amount, enter a 
payment method and complete the donation.  

Please download Vanco Mobile by September 30. Vanco will be retiring GivePlus 
Mobile after this date.  

Note that this change does not impact or change Simply Giving. 

Thank you for your patience during this transition. If you have any questions, please 
contact our Financial Secretary, Jane Miller at 414-425-2342 or jusjmiller@aol.com. 

Building & Grounds 

Calling all Lumberjacks 

We are looking for volunteers with experience, knowledge, and the necessary equip-
ment to remove 7 dead ash trees from the property. As these trees have been dead for a 
couple of years, they are good candidates for autumn bonfires and winter fireplace 
burning.  

If you are available to take down the trees and/or are able to assist with the processing 
and removal of the wood, please contact Jeff Dose; call or text 262-497-8788, or email 
thefeff@sbcglobal.net, with some available dates between now and the end of October.  
Jeff will coordinate with volunteers to select a date for this to be done.  Processed wood 
will be divided among the volunteers. 

Regards, Jeff Dose 
Property Chair 



Women’s Ministries/WELCA 

Human Concerns 

Shirley and Bob Lieske and the Human  Concerns Committee want to give a BIG thank 

you to everyone who donated school supplies, money, fabric and their time to help make 

our School Bag Project a success! We are very hopeful to fill over 200 bags in October. 

 

Also, we continue to collect food items and money for our food pantries. Thank you to 

all who have donated.  

Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 
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Women of St. Stephen the Martyr, 

Please join other Lutheran Women for a day of fellowship at Zion Lutheran Church on 
Saturday, October 9th. The cost is $60.00. You will have a chance to listen to a variety of 
interesting speakers on: human trafficking, mediation, Bee Ministry, and the lead pipe 
problem. 

Lunch will be available for purchase from the Corner Bakery. We will follow the CDC 
guidelines and masks are required. Please contact Karen Hoffman (414-421-9249 or 
ksh3231gw@sbcglobal.net) for registration information.  

Loose Ends Luncheon 

The Loose Ends Luncheon will be on Wednesday, October 13th at noon at Red Lobster,  

4645 S 76th Street. Contact Mary Luedtke at (414) 281-5898 or (414) 399-2943 to indi-

cate you are coming.  

Our Newest Staff Member 

SSM has hired Bonnie Zimmermann as Ministry Assistant. She will manage many ad-

ministrative and communications functions for the church, as well as recruiting and co-

ordinating ministry volunteers, and assisting Pastor Brian with other ministry tasks. 

Welcome to the staff, Bonnie! 



Christian Education 
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We are getting back to a more typical type of operation and are raring to go as we begin 
October. 
 
Sunday School – Sunday School has begun. Classes meet in the classrooms downstairs 
at 9:30 (the same time church starts). You can enter through the doors off the back park-
ing lot or the upper-level entrance. All children and teachers will continue to wear masks 
to keep our kids safe. The children will be learning about the same lessons that will be 
read in church each Sunday. You can register your kids, grandchildren, neighbors and 
anyone 3 years or older any time, it is never too late.  
 
More adults are needed to help with Sunday School. It would be wonderful to have a 
few more adults and/or young adults to help with Sunday School so that we could do 
some rotating to allow teachers and assistants to periodically attend church. Please con-
tact Bob DeFrank or me to talk about this if you are interested in dedicating an occasion-
al Sunday to the kids. 
 
The Monthly Monday Study will meet next on the 4th of October at 1pm at church and 
the first Monday of each month going forward. The group has started a new book about 
women in the early church. This would be a great time to join this group of curious folks 
for some wonderful discussion. 
 
The Men’s Bible Study group and the Women’s Bible Study got off to a rather rocky 
start in September due to unavoidable circumstances, but both groups are ready to run 
for the rest of the season. The men are discussing the works of Paul and the women are 
taking a look at angels, both in scripture and in popular culture. The men meet on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of each month at 9:30am (October 6 & 20) and the women meet the 
2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month at 10:15am (October 13 & 27). Both groups meet 
in person in the fellowship hall and at the same time over Zoom. If you would like to 
join either group via zoom you can contact Kipp Zimmermann for the men’s group or 
Bonnie Zimmermann for the women’s group for Zoom information. 
 
Join any of these groups to explore the wonders of our God and share your faith journey. 
Bonnie Zimmermann for Christian Education 
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Our partner, Unity Lutheran, annually seeks applicants for their Zirwes Scholarship 

Fund. Over the past few years they have expanded their acceptance of applicants to in-

clude our partners in the Diocese of Meru. Two applicants have received awards for their 

higher education efforts. 

Tareto Nassari is the headmaster of Kikititi Second-

ary School and the Chair of the Education Committee 

in the Diocese of Meru. He just defended his thesis on 

Management of Human Resources with Diminishing 

Job Opportunities (I abbreviated the full, very long ti-

tle) and will receive his Master’s in Education Manage-

ment Degree from Tumaimi University Makumira in 

November. Tareto has visited the Milwaukee area a few 

times as a delegate from the Diocese. I met with him 

and his family, in his home, on our trip in 2019 to offi-

cially share with him the award letter. 

Assistant to the Bishop 

Ndelekwa Pallangyo, 

our former partner pas-
tor, now leads the Usa 

River Cathedral parish while working on his PhD focus-

ing on Christian Education. Pastor Pallangyo also leads 
the Partnership Committee for the Diocese as a part of 
his many duties as Assistant to the Bishop. His path to 

this PhD requires 4 years of study, he begins his second 
year soon. Here he is pictured with his advisor Dr. Cyn-
thia Holder from Tumaimi University Makumira. Pastor 

Pallangyo is thrilled to have received a Zirwes Scholar-
ship award for each of his first two years of study. Dur-
ing the pandemic he created at-home study materials for 

the children of his parish and is dedicated to the inclusion 
of children in services as a way to strengthen the 
church’s future. 

News from Meru 
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October Birthdays 
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Mask Policy 

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) acknowledges the closer you are to others, the 
greater the need to wear a mask or face covering to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
SSM’s current mask policy is as follows: 

Vaccinated persons are encouraged to wear a mask. Non-vaccinated persons are 
required to wear a mask. We deeply appreciate you doing so. 

We trust that you will make a safe and healthy choice to protect yourself and others as 
we continue to we support families and children who are not yet eligible for the vac-
cine, as well as anyone with a compromised immune system who may not be able to get 
the vaccine or has a reduced efficacy to the vaccine. 

And, as always, the council will continue to monitor local conditions and guidance and 
update policies as needed. The most up-do-date information can be found on the en-
trance doors. 

 

   

1 Penny Dowling 

5 Saul Ortega 

7 Vincent Ortega 

9 Jenny Andersen 

 Scott Ziegert       

11 Tom Zuleger  

13 Shelly Rosenstock  

15 Adalyn Kopplin 

16 Ryan Flohr  

 Brian Hooper 

17 Patricia Lewandowski 

 Jacob Stuedeman  

 Melinda Winter  

21 Amy Billman 

 Maren Hooper 

22 Jacki Lentz 

23 Carol Mueller 

26 Hadley Kreiter 

 Lauren Revers 

27 David Birk 

 John Drover 

 Emily Kling 

 Jenny Resterhouse 

 Diane Sundquist 

28 Carol Kucharski 

 Adam Woerpel 

29 Mary Rockstad 

30 Gunnar Raasch 

31 Carol Malinowski 

 Judy Merritt 

 Kelsey Nehring 

      

 

 

 

 

We apologize if we missed 
anyone’s birthday. Please call 
the office and help us make 
sure our records are up-to-
date. Thanks. 
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Condensed Council Minutes - September 14, 2021 

President Jason Covert called the meeting to order at 6:37 p.m. 

Council members present: J. Covert, J. Dose, J. Hanna, J. Miller, N. Mineau, J. Muroni, D. Sand-
ers,  E. Sanders, B. Zimmermann. Pastor Brian also attended. 

The minutes of the August 10 council meeting were reviewed and approved. 

Financial Reports: J. Miller reviewed the Financial Secretary’s report. J. Muroni reviewed the 
Treasurer’s reports. The financial reports were approved. 

Pastor’s Time:  In addition to Sunday services, Wednesday evening worship in the Prayer Garden 
continues to be held every other week, and Saturday evening worship services resumed. Pastor 
hosted the “Clergy of the Greens” at SSM and attended the Greater Milwaukee Synod rostered 
leaders meeting. Confirmation kick-off was held, with planning continuing for Confirmation Day 
on October 31. Meetings were held regarding fall stewardship planning, Sunday School curricu-
lum, Rally Day, Caring Visitors, and Worship and Music.  

Current Action Items   

Reopening Church: We want to be welcoming but also want people to feel safe as we move for-
ward with Saturday services, Sunday School, Confirmation classes, and Rally Day. Due to contin-
ued elevated COVID numbers, we discussed revised wording for the mask signage.   

Ministry Assistant Position: Congregation members have been covering the office duties. Candi-
dates have been interviewed with one identified as the best fit. 

Council Openings: The following council positions remain open: Secretary, Evangelism, Fellow-
ship, and Youth & Family. We are actively trying to fill these expired positions. 

Committee Comments 

Worship and Music: The choir will sing on September 19 in addition to the Gospel acclamation 
and hymn at end of service. Bell choir will start the week after. We will not hold a Christmas 
Concert or Children’s Program this year due to the uncertainty of COVID. We are hoping to re-
turn to non-prepackaged Communion sacraments in mid to late October with a revised procedure 
for distribution. 

Christian Education: Rally Day kicks off our return to in-person Sunday School. With a reduced 
number of students, Sunday School will break into two multigrade groups. Additional adults may 
be needed to help with the groups. Since students are too young to be vaccinated at this time, they 
will go directly to their classroom. Pastor Brian will visit the groups periodically and will distrib-
ute Communion to students at that time. 

Human Concerns: We have enough supplies to fill approximately 200 school bags. It hasn’t been 
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Council Minutes, continued 

decided if students should fill the bags or if the committee will coordinate with adults to com-
plete the task this year. We continue to collect food and funds for the food pantries.  

Finance: Ten members have agreed to return to counting as we begin to count on a more fre-
quent basis.   

Stewardship: The new stewardship program “Building a Culture of Generosity” is moving for-
ward as Zoom meetings with the committee and GSB team are being held. New ideas to spur 
pledges are being considered.  

Property: We are still looking at acquiring the sensors from Church Mutual. We continue to look 
for a tree service to cut down and remove six dead ash trees and to trim branches away from the 
church. And potential vendors for this year’s snow removal have been identified, with the next 
step to get bids from each. 

President J. Covert adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jane Miller, Financial Secretary 

Caring Visitors Group 

This team of volunteers visits home-bound members monthly 
and shares communion with them using a pre-printed short ser-
vice. 

With the pandemic, our in-person visits slowed until vaccina-
tions were completed. With Zoom, more of our home-bound 
members remain connected but a visit, a delivery and sharing of 
communion are important to the spiritual health of all involved. 

We are seeking individuals/couples who are interested in being a part of this min-
istry. Our goal is to visit once per month. Visits are scheduled at convenient times to 

visitor and those being visited, lasting 30-60 minutes. Training is 
provided and a background check is a part of this ministry. 

Are you interested in more information? Please contact Julie 
Starks, jastarks39@gmail.com, 414-254-2533. And watch for an 
information session to be scheduled later in October (sorry for the 
delay!).  



CHANGE SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

the Martyr Monthly  

SSM WEBSITE:  www.ssmelca.org  

E-mail: office@ssmelca.org 

Place label here 

October 2021 

 

Brian Hooper, Pastor 

 pastorbrianhooper@gmail.com 

Tabitha Moldenhauer, Music Director 

Mark Breutzmann, Saturday Musician 

Bonnie Zimmernann, Ministry Assistant 

Jim Hennessy, Church Maintenance 
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