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Introduction to the day 

Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Crossing all 

boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of God’s mercy to places we least 

expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus 

promises his disciples that they will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the 

truth. We celebrate that we too have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth, we join 

together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world. 

~Please quiet your hearts, your minds, and your cell phones~ 

 

PRELUDE - Choral Variations 1-4 on "Veni Creator" by Maurice Durufle 

 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

 full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. 

C: Amen. 

P: Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness,  

 let us confess our sin against God and one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P: Eternal God our Creator, 

C: in you we live and move and have our being.  Look upon us, your children, the work 

 of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses and cleanse us from  proud thoughts and 

 empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; 

 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given  to us.  In the 

 mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, 

 God ☩ forgives you all your sins. 

C: Amen 

 

GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

C: Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the 

 world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to 

 proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

 reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 



FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21  (Ready by: Faith O’Connell) 

Originally Pentecost was a Jewish thanksgiving-type festival celebrated seven weeks after 

Passover. On this particular Pentecost, however, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon the entire 

community of believers just as Jesus had promised and the scriptures had prophesied. 

Empowered by the Spirit, the entire community bears witness to God’s activity in multiple 

languages. 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 

rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at 

this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 

native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 

speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 

“What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and 

all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are 

not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 

spoken through the prophet Joel: 

 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your young men shall see visions, 

  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

   and they shall prophesy. 

 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING: Romans 8:22-27 (Ready by: Faith O’Connell) 

By pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts, God gives us the promised first fruit of eternal life so 

that we await God’s future in hope. In the meantime, the Spirit also intercedes for us by carrying 

the prayers of our weak human hearts to God. 
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the 

creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait 

for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen 

is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for 

it with patience. 

  26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, 

knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the 

will of God. 

L: The word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “the Helper” 

and describes the difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in the world. 

P: The holy gospel according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 

truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to testify because 

you have been with me from the beginning. 

 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But now I 

am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I 

have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is 

to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but 

if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 

righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, 

because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the 

ruler of this world has been condemned. 

  12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of 

truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak 

whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, 

because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this 

reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MESSAGE  - "Noise of Pentecost"   Rev. Brian Hooper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY -  “Spirit of Gentleness”   Soloist: Denise Sanders 

 
 

 



APOSTLE’S CREED (Please stand) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

L: Today is Pentecost, the fiftieth day of Easter, and we ask God to send the Holy Spirit on 

 the church, the earth, and all who are in need, responding to each petition with the words 

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

A brief silence. 

L: God of life, we pray for the church around the globe: for the church in Africa, we pray:  

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

L: for the church in Asia, we pray:  

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

L: for the church in Australia and all the islands, we pray:  

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

L: for the church in Europe, we pray:  

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

L: for the church in North, and Central, and South America, we pray:  

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

L: for our congregation St. Stephen the Martyr, we pray:  

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

L: and for all who search for you, we pray:  

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

L: Bless the lands, the seas, and all creatures, too numerous to count. Send your lively Spirit 

 to renew the face of the whole earth. For the earth we pray: 

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

L: Inspire the leaders of nations to strive for justice and equality for all. Bring peace to 

 Jerusalem, to Israel, and to Palestine. Provide a home for refugees. For the nations of the 

 world, we pray: 

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 



L: Instill in our legislators and judges a passion for truth. Grant your Spirit to all who make 

 political decisions in our land, that they discern and walk the way of righteousness. For 

 our government we pray: 

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

L: Unite all peoples around the globe into one humankind of cooperation and care. Teach us 

 respect for those whose language or skin color or culture is different from our own. For 

 the end of prejudice, we pray: 

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

L: Bring an end to the pandemic. Restore those who have contracted the virus. Uphold 

 healthcare workers, and supply vaccines to all countries and peoples. For worldwide 

 health we pray: 

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

L: Visit all who are suffering, all who feel hopeless, and all who face death. Feed all who 

 hunger. Grant jobs to those who are unemployed. Send healing to those we name here 

 before you … For all who are in need we pray: 

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

L: Breath your life into each of us, and receive the cries of our own hearts. Receive our 

 praise for all the faithful who have gone before us, from the first Pentecost, throughout 

 Christian history, and up to this week. That at the end we join with all saints to rejoice in 

 your presence, we pray: 

C: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

P: With confidence in your love and with trust in your mercy, glorious God, giver of live, 

 we offer these prayers through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY  (Thanks for sharing your gifts. Offering envelopes can still be mailed to the 

church, you can use the GIVE + app found on the resource tab at ssmelca.org or you may wish 

to sign up for Simply Giving to have your offering scheduled on an automatic basis.) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 

 whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 

 your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

 Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the 

 body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, 

 that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

 grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

 in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

 so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE - Choral Variation 5 on "Veni Creator" by Maurice Durufle 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 



The Eternal Candle is given by Mark & Patti Winter 

in Honor of their 23rd Wedding Anniversary. 
 

 

 

 

KEEP THESE SSM MEMBERS IN PRAYER 
Suzi Angeletti, Fred Ankebrant, Melissa Cooper, John Drover, Joyce Gagliano, Terry Gillespie,  

Sue Herman, Sue Jarchow, Lynda Johnson, Ken & Carolyn Kahl, Shirley Lieske, Carol Mueller,  

Vic & Sandy Peterson, Teri Peterson, Patrick Rafalski, Shirley Rau, John Rech, Joan Retzlaff,  

El Schneider, JoAnn Soderstrom, Richard Sontvedt, John Winter. 

 

PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY 

Roberta Henrichs, sister-in -law of  Joan Retzlaff 

Laurence Freemont, friend of SSM 

Katie Stull, granddaughter of Phil &  

  LaVerne Morgan 

Jane Janicki, sister of the Winter Family 

Jerelie Caston, daughter of Joan Retzlaff  

Nancy & Mike Andritsch, sister/brother-in-law 

   of Barbara & Dan Davies 

Josh Knapp, friend of Amy Billman 

Karen Stolz, neighbor of Julie Herman 

Roger & Kathy Blanchard, cousin of Bob Lieske 

Billy Waters, husband of Darlene Waters &  

   Stepdad of Lori Salas 

Daniel Kilimann, son of Joy Kilimann 

Carson Wudtke, grandson of Dan & Barb Davies 

Sharon West, friend of Lynda Johnson 

Ted P., brother-in-law of Gail Jakus 

Jay Lessing, friend of LaVerne Morgan 

Jeanne Jimenez, daughter of Shirley Rau 

Cindy Molter, mother of Fred Ankebrant 

Mark Molter, uncle of Fred Ankebrant 

Terry Betchner, friend of Dianne Niese 

Beth Klosinski, daughter of Linda Schmidt 

Nikki Bruneau, friend of Kelly Sachse 

James Haas, friend of Mark & Patti Winter 

John Covert, father of Jason Covert 

Rose Zovi, friend of Shelly Rosenstock 

Peter Salza, friend of Doug Winter family 

Dawn Salopek, sister of Karen Miller 

Janet Heino, great aunt of Stephanie Falksen                

Tinsley Marie, great granddaughter of Sue Herman 

Cathy & Mark Kossow, friends of Lynda Johnson 

Tippecanoe’s “Larry under the bridge”, friend  

   of the Homeless 

Katie Manzeck, friend of Carol Manning 

Susan White, sister of Sally Kowalewski 

Jon Kowalewski, husband of Susan Kowalewski 

Lauryn Ramintho, great-granddaughter of  

   Karen Miller 

Lucy Copeland, granddaughter of Dianne Niese 

Liane Guthrie, daughter of Dianne Niese 

Leroy Robinson, father of Linda Schmidt 

Maria Hill, friend of Lynda Johnson 

Ann Scorzynski, friend of LaVerne Morgan 

Kristin White, daughter of Sue Herman 

Laura Sussman, mother of Kimberly Carroll 

Sharon Maschke, sister-in-law of Pam Maschke 

Tim Ingram, grandson of Carole & Ron Ropel 

Denise Hajos, friend of Kelly Sachse 

Sandy, sister of Kevin Ernst 

Bonnie, friend of Kurt & Jenny Koeff 

Pat Thiede, friend of Nancy Schneider 

Jackie Lucas, friend of Nancy Schneider 

Louie and Beth Baumgartner, family members  

   of the Lieske’s. 

Bob Guiliani, brother of Char Guiliani 

Beth & Kory Buck, cousin of Maren Hooper 

Barbara Goelz, friend of Kelly Sachse 

Peter Misko, friend of Doug Winter family 

Kathy Manders, friend of Doug Winter family  

 


