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6101 So. 51st Street, Greendale, WI  53129; (414) 421-3543; www.ssmelca.org 

Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 

Worship Opportunities at SSM 
Sunday - 9:30 am In-person Worship by Reservation* 

On-line Worship through Zoom 

 

*Contact the church office at (414) 421-3543 to make reservations. 

Special Service Time: 

Sunday, July 4th Worship at 8:00 a.m. 
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Dear Faith Family of SSM, 

Summer is here! At least it feels like it at times. Flowers are in 
bloom, and most of the time the sun is shining. 

As we become fully embraced by the warmth of summer, be sure to 
take the time (whether you are busy or not) to fully enjoy the beauty 
of the world around you. Make an effort to slow down, take a breath, 
pause, and enjoy all that creation has to offer. Sit in a park, do some 
gardening, stop and 'smell the roses' (or any other flower!), or take a 
walk.  

As you enjoy the summer, and as you experience the wonders of the Earth, make an effort 
to do something, anything, no matter how small to take care of God’s beautiful creation.  

As we continue to navigate our ways through the pandemic and as it becomes more and 
more safe to do the things we love to do, I invite you to continue to think about how you 
can connect with each other and this faith community at St. Stephen the Martyr. 

And as we head into the summer months please keep me aware of any particular health 
needs or situations that you might be facing during these warmer months. If you need to 
connect with your pastor, give me a call, text or email. I am with you in whatever the cir-
cumstance may be. 

In June and July, I invite you to some outdoor activities. Are you heading away for the 
weekend? Join us for a Wednesday worship in the prayer garden. We will also have some 
walks and connecting time at Whitnall Park. We will meet at the beer garden for a nature 
walk and enjoy your favorite beverage. 

June 2: Meet at Whitnall park beer garden at 7pm (8831 N. Root River Pkwy) 

June 9: Worship in SSM prayer garden at 7pm 

June 30: Worship in SSM prayer garden at 7pm 

July 7: Meet at Whitnall park beer garden at 7pm (8831 N. Root River Pkwy) 

July 14: Worship in SSM prayer garden at 7pm 

July 28: Worship in SSM prayer garden at 7pm 

Finally, thank you for all the time, service, and energy you put into the church. It has been 
a difficult year, and there will be challenges ahead, but I am grateful for you and your dedi-
cation to the mission and ministry of the church. I hope and pray that these months ahead 
are times of refreshment for all of us-and for the body and soul. Enjoy God’s creation.  

Peace, 
Pastor Brian 
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It’s hard to say “Good Bye” 

This is my last newsletter submission as I “retire” from many years of serving on your 
rewarding, productive and enriching stewardship committee. Yes, it is hard to say 
“Good Bye” to a service of love. 

Over the years, and as a “newbie” to the Lutheran faith, members of St. Stephen the 
Martyr have taught me the intrinsic value of mission and purpose when “We come to-
gether in Word and Sacrament ….” There is something very special about your acts of 
generosity and the positive effects it has on new Lutherans like me. Most importantly, 
I have learned, first hand, how your outreach in sharing your time, talents and money 
has a profound and lasting impact on our ability to share God’s blessings with others. I 
call this a true attitude of gratitude!  St. Stephen the Martyr members have a unique, 
long-standing and area wide reputation for generosity and service to others in need. 
Just ask the Synod leadership.  Just ask our community leaders. In unison they will 
echo what a generous and caring congregation you are. 

That is why in this, my last stewardship article, I prayerfully invite our young families, 
especially, to consider joining the stewardship team; a team that offers a unique oppor-
tunity not only to grow in faith and mission but also to witness the ongoing inner 
workings of the selfless and positive impact our volunteers have on our community 
and beyond our borders. Families grow congregations. Attitudes of gratitude sustain 
congregations. You and our many volunteers make growth and sustainability happen!   

My parting “special ask” is that you please consider visiting a stewardship team meet-
ing to learn more about this enriching service opportunity. It is only a small amount of 
your time spent that yields abundant benefits—spiritually, educationally and in lasting 
friendships.  The benefits are beyond description. Simply, contact our current chair-
person, Barb Fritschel, or our in-coming chairperson, Jeremy Hanna, or team mem-
ber, Kipp Zimmermann. They can be reached through our church office phone: 414-
421-3543 or, email to: office@ssmelca.org.  This is such a great way to “Walk with 
Jesus!” 

As you prayerfully consider joining this amazing stewardship team, please keep in 
mind our mission statement as a congregation: “We come together in Word and Sac-
rament that we might go to live and serve in the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Thank you for this faith-building and rewarding opportunity to serve on your steward-
ship team. 

Blessings, 

Marion Walton 

mailto:office@ssmelca.org
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 
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WOMEN’S MISSION/WELCA 

Loose Ends Luncheon:   

It has been so long since we have been able to do our luncheon following the 
Women's Bible study, the second Wednesday of the month. If anyone would be interest-
ed in attending, beginning with June 9th, we will meet at Benny's Restaurant on S. 27th 
Street.  Anyone interested should contact Karen Hoffman at 414-421-92249 by Monday, 
June 7th, so the required reservation can be made.  We will meet at the restaurant at 
Noon. Looking forward to seeing you there.   
 

Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women's Organization (SWO) 

With the growing vaccination rate, your SWO board has begun to prepare for our Annu-
al Convention to be held on October 9, 2021.  We’re planning an in-person convention 
with the hope that the pandemic will be sufficiently behind us that we will be able to 
gather safely. Board member and convention chair, Vicki Watkins, has several work-
shop leaders who have committed to give us good, informative workshops. Look for 
more information in the June Gleanings and in the September issue. Because of the pan-
demic, the SWO board may have to cancel the convention or possibly have a shortened 
convention with only the business meeting to elect officers & board members and ap-
prove a budget for 2022. Please register as early as possible so that the SWO board has 
an idea of the number of participants. This is especially important for the voting mem-
bers. All checks will be held until after the convention and returned to each participant if 
the convention needs to be cancelled. 

Continue on next page. 

Throughout June, we will continue our Sunday morning services simultaneously in-
person and online (via Zoom). We encourage you to join us in person as you feel com-
fortable. It certainly is a joy to see worshippers in the sanctuary once again. 

Communion is now being offered every other week. If you are worshipping online, you 
can pick up communion packets in the bin outside the front door of the church building 
at any time. 

The Music & Worship committee continues to evaluate the current worship format, in-
cluding additional worship opportunities and communion plans. We welcome your in-
put. Feel free to contact committee chair, Denise Sanders, at 
the.family.sanders@gmail.com or 414-423-0608. 
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Convention Registration Form 

33rd Annual Convention of the  
Greater Milwaukee Synodical Women's Organization 

Theme Verse: 1 Corinthians 16:14 "Let all that you do be done in Love"  

Saturday, October 9, 2021 
Mount Zion Lutheran Church 12012 W. North Avenue, Wauwatosa, WI 53226 

 
Registration begins at 7:30 am - with Opening Worship at 8:30 am 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

"Early Bird" Registration Deadline: Friday, August 20, 2021 ..... $50.00  
Final Registration Date, includes late fee: Friday, September 24, 2021 ..... $60.00 

**Student Fee:  (12-18 year old)........$25.00**  

FOR FIRST TIME ATTENDEES ONLY: REGISTRATION FEE ..... $35.00 

There are no registration refunds ... you can, however,  
transfer your registration to another person. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Return this form, along with your check made out to  
Women of the ELCA to: 

Karen Hoffman, Registrar 
5302 Mansfield Drive Greendale, WI 53129  

All registrations will be acknowledged by e-mail, if provided. 

Check one:  [ ] I am a Voting Member   /    [ ] I am not a Voting Member 

Name __________________________________________ 

Phone #_______________________ 

Address_________________________________________ 

City______________________  State______ Zip________ 

E-Mail Address __________________________________ 

Home Church____________________________________ 

City______________________ 

Is Child Care Needed __ yes ___no.  If the answer is yes … What is the age of the child/

children? Name(s) & Age(s):            
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FOOD PANTRY SUMMER FOCUS: 

Can we help Santa Fe, Bay View and Unity provide food for children this summer? We 

are trying to increase our food and/or money donations to help feed kids during the 

summer. While all food donations are gladly accepted, we could also focus on: 

 

 PEANUT BUTTER, JELLY, CEREAL, AND MAC AND CHEESE 

 

These items can be dropped off if attending Sunday morning services. Also, we will 

have a large light blue container outside the front door labeled “FOOD”. The bin will be 

checked every day or two. 

Thank you for your continued help in feeding the hungry in our area. ♥ 

The Human Concerns Committee 

2021 CONFIRMATION 

Reese Ceku  Vance Ceku 

Andrea Hanna  Mason Resterhouse 

Jordan Schultz  Morgan Schultz 

Danielle Ziegert 

“Continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you 

learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings 

which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus”… 

2 Timothy 3:14-15 
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NEWS FROM MBASSENY  

Pastor Mbise (center of above photo) shared via WhatsApp with me an outreach project 

his parish took on to help a member. In October of 2019 our travel group visited a wid-

ow with 2 special needs children. They lived in a very humble dwelling. We brought 

groceries for them and prayed with them. Her needs continue and now the parish is 

working together to build her a better home. It will have 3 rooms, two bedrooms and a 

sitting room. Elibariki’s brother Wilson (to Pastor Mbise’s right in above photo) 

(Elibariki visited us in 2015) led the planning and work for the building. 

 
Wilson breaking ground. 
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Your church council held a special meeting on May 26 and developed a plan to move 
forward in lessening restrictions for worship services. We hope that this phased plan will 
give us the most flexibility in being a congregation that is welcoming to all while also 
continuing to protect those most vulnerable. If you are not comfortable meeting in per-
son, we will continue to offer our worship service via Zoom. We ask for your continued 
patience as we adjust to and refine our practices and respond to changing pandemic fac-
tors. The council will continue to evaluate this plan monthly. 
 
Phase 1: Updated Mask Guidelines, starting June 6 
For those that are vaccinated, there will be an option once seated to remove your mask 
during worship. We kindly ask that you wear a mask while entering and leaving worship 
and while moving around the building. If you would prefer to wear a mask throughout 
the worship service that is okay too! 
 
Phase 2: Adding Congregational Singing, starting June 27 
Congregational singing will be included in the Sunday worship service. The details of 
this are still being developed, but we are considering a hymn at the end of service to al-
low people to leave the worship area if they are uncomfortable. 
 
Phase 3: Removing Seating Restrictions, starting July 18 
At this point, we plan to remove seating/distancing restrictions and reserving a spot will 
no longer be required. If you arrive and find that the service is fuller than you wish to 
join, seating will be available in the fellowship hall. 
 
Phase 4: Restarting Coffee Hour, starting August 8 
Details are yet to be developed and will be shared at a later date. 
 
Small Group Activities: Small groups are asked to follow the above guidelines, but do 
have some flexibility if the group is fully vaccinated. 
 
Additional Service Time: The council, the church staff, and the music and worship com-
mittee are in discussions about offering a second weekly worship service. More infor-
mation to come. 
 
We ask you to remember that some members of our community remain unvaccinated 
and at higher risk of COVID transmission, particularly individuals with health condi-
tions that reduce the efficacy of their vaccination, as well as children under 12 who are 
not yet eligible for a vaccine. 

THE PLAN FOR LESSENING RESTRICTIONS 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Welcome to summer. Both the Men’s and Women’s Bible Studies will meet through the 
end of June, then take July and August off. The men will meet June 2nd and 16th at 
9:30am and the women will meet June 9th and 23rd at 10:15am. Both groups are meeting 
at church and via Zoom at the same time. Those who usually attend will continue to get 
email reminders with a link and can attend either way. If you have not attended before 
and are interested you can either show up at church or let Kipp Zimmermann know for 
the men or Bonnie Zimmermann know for the women, and you will be added to the list 
to receive emails with the reminder and the link. 
 
Sunday School completed its year at the end of May and will resume again in Septem-
ber. We hope to be back to our usual practice of meeting during the 9:30am Sunday Ser-
vice. Check out the August newsletter for more details. 
 
The Thursday evening group will continue weekly check-in and the discussion of a se-
ries by Adam Hamilton titled “Words of Life, Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Com-
mandments Today”. There is an accompanying book which may be purchased. If you 
are not receiving the links for this group which meets Thursdays at 7pm you can contact 
the office to be put on the email list. 
 
The Monthly Monday group is reading “Making Sense of Martin Luther” by David J. 
Lose. This is a cleverly written, easy to read book written in question-and-answer for-
mat which has led to some interesting discussion. This group is planning to meet in per-
son again in the fellowship hall on the first Monday of each month at 1 pm, beginning 
June 7th.     
 
At this time the plan is to have VBS either the first or second week in August. The 
theme will be Rocky Railway, Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Though. Check out the August 
Newsletter and watch for announcements about this great and fun activity for kids. 
 
Hoping to see you all soon, 
Bonnie Zimmermann for 
Christian Education 
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Billy Burns 
Billy will be graduating from Franklin High School this June. In fall he will be attend-
ing UW-La Crosse studying Business and Marketing. 
 

Sydney Covert 
Sydney has graduated from WU-La Crosse with a degree in Biology. She is currently 
pursuing a job in the healthcare field and plans to attend graduate school in a year. 
 

Abby Hanna 
Abby is graduating from Franklin High School and will be attending Eastman School of 
Music in Rochester, NY in the fall. 
 

Alexis Jajtner 
Alexis is graduating from Muskego High School and will be attending Iowa Communi-
ty College studying a degree program for an Xray technician. 
 

Carlie Krauske 
Carlie graduated on May 14th from UWW with a bachelors in business administrations 
majoring in human resources. She started at Hellermanntyton today as a talent acquisi-
tion specialist.  
 

Nick Winter 
Nick is graduating from Oak Creek High School. He will be attending UW-Parkside for 
secondary education, science major. 

                 2021 GRADUATES 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

02 Heidi Mayer 

04 Karen Foerster 

06 Ryleigh Revers 

 Eric Sanders 

07 Ander Ceku 

09 Jacob Zoske 

11 Sydney Covert 

12 Louise Becker 

 Susan Jachow 

 Diane Stojanovich 

13 Andrea Hanna 

14 Bennett Ceku 

16 Jaxson Easterlin 

 Lynda Johnson 

17 John Winter 

19 Bobbi Jo Hinkley 

 Dalton Hinkley 

 Mason Hinkley 

20 Pamela Gleason 

22 Elyse Walker 

23 Erin Malinowski 

24 Roger Lehman 

We are sorry if we have 

missed your birthday. 

Email/ call the office to help 

us update our records. 
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Your Church Needs YOU! 

As we move to return to full operations, SSM is in need of volunteers to fill positions 
throughout our ministries. We need council members, committee members, worship 
volunteers, and more. If now is the right time in your life to get more involved, please 
contact Jason Covert, president; Denise Sanders, vice president; or Pastor Brian to learn 
more. 

The church council consists of an executive team and committee chairs. This group 
meets monthly and members typically serve three-year terms, though one-year interim 
positions would be considered. Two new council members were elected on May 23: 
Jeremy Hanna as Stewardship Committee Chair and Eric Sanders as Finance Commit-
tee Chair. Unfortunately, at this time, we were unable to fill several other positions: 

Council Secretary takes minutes at all council and congregational meetings, assists 
with congregational communications, and serves as a member of the executive team.  

Evangelism Committee Chair coordinates community outreach, including the church’s 
website and Facebook page. 

Fellowship Committee Chair is responsible for activities and programs (generally so-
cial in nature) that enhance a sense of belonging in the life of SSM.  

Youth & Family Ministries Chair organizes programs and activities for youth and their 
families to promote growth in relationships to the church, community, friends, and self. 

All of the above listed committees, as well as other church committees (Stewardship, 
Property, Music & Worship, Human Concerns, Christian Education) are in need of new 
members. You can learn more about our ministries on our website: www.ssmelca.org. 

As we begin to return to fuller in-person worship, we also need worship volunteers: 
ushers, readers, offering counters, and many more. 

We ask that you prayerfully consider volunteering in the church. Thank you! 

NEWS & NOTES 
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ALUMINUM CANS ARE NEEDED 

Since the “Can Season” opened in April, $47 dollars have been ac-

quired from their sale at the salvage yard. This money will be sent to 

the local food pantries. Please keep saving your cans and leave the 

bags at the door of the church garage. Help save the environment as well. 

Thank you, Bob Rasmussen - Coordinator 

WE ARE NO LONGER COLLECTING USED GLASSES AT SSM 
Thank you to all of you who have contributed eye glasses to this worthy cause, however 
we have received a letter from them informing us that they are no longer accepting do-
nations of used glasses or frames.  They have partnered with a number of major eye 
glass producers who have generously begun making large donations of made-to-order 
glasses.  As it is sometimes expensive and a challenge logistically to distribute used 
glasses, they have decided that they can better use their resources through other means. 
 

Bonnie Zimmermann, on behalf of Human Concerns  

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

01 Owen Sanders 

02 Trent Lisiecki 

05 Kyle Mayer 

06 Char Guiliani 

 Donald Manning 

08 Paige Ceku 

09 Geri Lucchesi 

 Julie Starks 

10 Laura Nehring 

 Gail Zuleger 

11 Kathleen Angeletti 

12 John Rech 

15 Payton Manning-Fuentes 

16 Denise Sanders 

17 Steven Mayer 

18 Dylan Dietrich 

 Heidi Dietrich 

 Kelly Sachse 

19 Paisley Julseth 

20 Patti Winter 

21 John Hoffman 

 Jane Miller 

22 Gary Lentz 

24 George Gifford 

 Billie Jo Kunesh 

25 Tyler Myszkowski 

 Cody Raasch 

26 Clare Stockland 

31 Morgan Gillespie 

 Lisa Lisiecki 

 Patrick Rafalski 

 Jean Switala 

We are sorry if we have 

missed your birthday. 

Email/ call the office to help 

us update our records. 
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NEWS & NOTES, cont. 

 

UNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH/ZIRWES EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP  

 APPLICATION 2021 

Unity Lutheran Church Endowment is offering a Zirwes Educational Scholarship oppor-

tunity for those who are members of the Unity community and partnerships.  Applicants 

must be confirmed and at least 14 years of age or older. The scholarship will be directly 

applied towards education. Applicants are asked to provide detailed evidence on how 

they owned and or participated in actions related to Unity’s mission of Discipleship and 

Servant Leadership through its guiding principles to serve our community over the past 

year (June 2020-June 2021) to be considered. Email the application to:                       en-

dowment@unitymilwaukee.org. 

Entries must be received no later than June 30th 2021 to be considered. 

Email address* 
Name of Applicant* 
Date of Birth* 

Please share and provide evidence in reference to the following mission topics of See, 

Do and Invite: 

See: Where have you seen Jesus in this last year and how has it had an effect on your 

life?* 

Do: What have you personally done to help and participate in our community to serve 

others? Please provide detail as to the events and actions taken and what you took away 

from the experience. (During June 2020–June2021)* 

Invite: When have you given witness to your faith in Jesus and have invited others to 

join or participate in learning more about Jesus and serving our community. Please pro-

vide a specific example (s).* 

Which Unity Partnership Community do you belong to?* 

Unity Lutheran Church, St. Stephen the Martyr, or Faith/Santa Fe 

Phone number to contact you: 
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Minutes of the May 11, 2021 Council Meeting  

Vice-President Denise Sanders called the meeting to order at 6:35 P.M. 

Council members present were: J. Covert, B. Daleness, B. Fritschel, A. Matusiek,          
J. Miller, N. Mineau, J. Muroni, D. Sanders, L. Sweet and B. Zimmermann. Pastor Brian 
also attended.   

Secretary minutes were reviewed and approved. 
 

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 

Financial Secretary – April giving was higher than budgeted amount and we are catch-
ing up on year-to-date giving. 

Treasurers Report – We have received a lot of donations to food pantries and were able 
to disburse almost $6,000 to a variety of charities this month. Also paid down the bal-
ance of the organ loan by $7,000 due to ongoing donations. 

Treasurer’s report was approved. 

 

PASTOR’S TIME: 

In Person worship services along with the Zoom sessions are going well. We will contin-
ue to assess the needs for online worship but do not expect any changes in the near fu-
ture. Confirmation will be held June 6 for the class that was to be confirmed last October 
and the next class will be confirmed in October 2021. The Synod Assembly was held 
April 30 and May 1 virtually. We are continuing our study of the Ten Commandments in 
our Thursday night book study.    

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Along with the church opening for in person worship, small groups are starting to meet 
in the building as well.  

We have only found one volunteer to fill a council position (Jeremy Hanna will take 
over Stewardship). The other five openings still need to be filled. We will go ahead with 
the Congregational Meeting scheduled for May 23 and hope to get additional volunteers 
by then or at that meeting. 

 

CONDENSED MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING    


