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Worship Opportunities at SSM 
Sunday - 9:30 am In-person Worship by Reservation* 

On-line Worship through Zoom 
 

*Contact the church office at (414) 421-3543 to make reservations. 
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Dear SSM Faith Community, 
 
Today it is April 21 and it is snowing!  April showers bring May flowers, 
but what do April snow showers bring?  Hopefully some warm weather 
and soon!  After a long spell of cool temperatures, and being stuck in-
side, we are ready to be outside!    
 

This day we are still celebrating Easter, and the good news that: Allelu-
ia! Christ has risen! The resurrection is not simply a one-time-event 
but, as author Gail Ramshaw puts it, "is the continuing power of God in the believing commu-
nity". 
We are Easter people, but recent events including shootings, illnesses, and injustices might 
cause us to pause and sigh.  
 

According to one source, “A sigh is just a deep breath which starts out as a normal breath but 
extends when we inhale more air before letting it out. And while you may not realize it, most of 
us sigh once about every five minutes, or approximately twelve times an hour, regardless of 
whether we are sad or depressed.” It turns out, that sighing is actually healthy for your lungs 
and mental health. 
 

In Romans 8: 26 we read, “ Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.”  
 

This verse is comforting, as we trust that the Holy Spirit intercedes (prays) for us when our 
sighs are the only “words” we have to offer. Sometimes there are no words to express our deep-
est longing, our greatest sorrow, or our hopes and expectations.   
 

In the moments when we feel we do not have the words to pray, perhaps we can remember 
something like this, “Oh God, in a time like this, when our sighs are too deep for words and we 
do not know how or what to pray, we trust that your Holy Spirit intercedes for us.” And perhaps 
let out a sigh after the prayer.  
 

It is true, we often do not know how or what to pray, but the Spirit is praying with us and for us 
in each of those deep sighs. I used to think I was not a “good pray-er.” I didn’t take time out 
each day to speak to God, and I often didn’t know what to say. But prayer is not only about the 
words we speak. Prayer is also about the silence we keep and sighs we make. 
 

Imagine your deep sighs as prayers, inviting the breath of the Holy Spirit into your body. The 
spirit of God, which we celebrate on the day of Pentecost, May 23, breathes life into you and 
into our faith community.  Indeed, what a gift it is to have the Holy Spirit praying with us and 
for us throughout all of our life. 
 
Peace, Pastor Brian 



 

 

STEWARDSHIP  -  Walk with Jesus 
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We have just come through what is considered the most Holy season of the church 
year. We’ve told the story that has traveled through the centuries in the telling and re-
telling, and through the impact that its telling has had upon the people and events of 
time. We in fact are the beneficiaries of the telling of that story. Those disciples of old 
were altered by the miracle of Jesus’ death and resurrection and clung to the hope of 
that story which enabled them to face death by gladiator, by lion, by burning and by 
crucifixion. These were those who faced down the fear of destruction and torture and 
added another chapter of the story. They nurtured the generations that followed to the 
third, the fourth generations of those who loved the Lord unto our own generation. 
 

These disciples became the Stewards of the Mysteries that God has had in store for the 
world that God loved most dearly. Today we who stand in the procession of this glori-
ous Mystery are now to carry the torch and the cross into the next generation of those 
whose lives depend upon it. In many ways it appears that we have not been doing such 
a good job of stewarding that message. We are constantly reminded in the church of 
those who are taking other routes. This generation is coming to be known as the “the 
nones” because of the tendency to check “none” when asked about religious affiliation 
on many forms. Many churches around us are folding for lack of participants. Many 
people say that “religion has become irrelevant;” “organized religion” has lost its 
strength.  Perhaps “religion” has become less than important in the world; but what 
about FAITH. Has that one all important element faded? Have we failed to be 
“stewards of the faith”?   
 

In this Most Holy Season of Easter, hear the call of God to have faith. Just as Jesus the 
Christ rose from the dead, so we too have been given the promise of victory over death.  
But much more than that, Christ’s resurrection can seep into every aspect of our lives:  
into the little deaths that we experience in fear that evil is about to consume the world 
in hate. We can know the love that we stewards in the world can transform our own 
lives and lives of those around us. As we steward love for our neighbor, we also stew-
ard the peace of Christ to those we encounter. As we steward generosity and compas-
sion in the world, we also steward help to the those who are so painfully struggling and 
hope that the new world has begun to dawn in the stewardship of the Lord’s disciples 
today. 
 

Alleluia now we cry to our Lord immortal, 
Who, triumphant, burst the bars of the tomb’s dark portals; 
Alleluia with the Son, God the Father praising;  
Alleluia yet again to the Spirit raising. 
 

The peace of Christ’s rising be with you, fellow stewards of the Mysteries! 
 

Rev. Dr. Kipp W. Zimmermann 



 

 

MUSIC & WORSHIP 

ORGAN COMMITTEE 
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Many have heard the new Organ. If your only 
experience has been hearing by phone or com-
puter, ask for the CD to enable hearing on a good 
system. We’ve recorded several CDs.   
 
At the present time we have seen contributions 
through individual giving amounting to 
$76,671.50. 
 
The Casavant has added beauty to our worship 
and has truly highlighted Tabitha’s skill as an 
organist. I can add on my own behalf that it is a 
joy to play. 
 
As Covid retreats we can once again join togeth-

er in the sanctuary. Please help by making the organ fund a part of your giving and en-
joy the music. If you give by Give + there is a special giving choice on the app. 
 
Kipp Zimmermann, Chair Organ Committee 

For the month of May, we will continue our Sunday morning services simultaneously 
in-person (limited attendance, reservations required) and online (via Zoom). We en-
courage you to join us in person as you feel comfortable. It certainly is a joy to see 
worshippers in the sanctuary once again. 
 
The Music & Worship committee will be evaluating the current worship format and 
planning for future services, including various communion options, at our next meet-
ing on Tuesday, May 4th at 6:30 p.m. (via Zoom). If you would like to participate in 
our meeting and/or join our committee, please call Denise Sanders at 414-423-0608 or 
the.family.sanders@gmail.com. 
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We are pleased to announce the return of small group gatherings (20 people or fewer) 
inside the church building. We ask for your continued patience as we adjust and re-
fine our practices, and respond to changing pandemic factors. 
 
All activities must be scheduled with the church office. Please provide the date and 
estimated number of participants. A maximum of two groups can be in the building at 
the same time. 
 
Guidelines for Attending a Small Group Gathering 

• If you are feeling ill, stay home. 
• Masks covering your nose and mouth are required while inside the building. 
• Practice physical distancing. 
• All participants must sign in upon entrance to the building. 
 

A more detailed list of guidelines is available from the church office and will be pro-
vided to all group leaders. 

IN-PERSON SMALL GROUP GATHERINGS 

HUMAN CONCERNS 

Thanks to all for the generous donations of money and food at our last Drive Thru Event.  

We delivered two car loads of food, toiletries and socks to Unity and Bay View. 

It was brought to our attention that toiletries and children’s snacks are a popular item re-

quested by people using the food pantries. 

Unity Update: At present, Unity is giving out food for families from their food pantry. 

They use money to buy this food from Feeding America. However, they are in the pro-

cess of planning to cook warm meals to be given out at the door. That date is undeter-

mined. 

Lastly, as we continue to open SSM for limited worship, food and toiletries may be 

dropped off at that time or given to the staff when the office is open if you are not attend-

ing worship. 

Thank you for helping feed and support the needy in our community. 

Nancy Mineau 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 Council has decided that we are ready to again meet in small groups in the church build-
ing. Hurray!  Some of our Christian Education groups will begin to do so in May. Note that 
we will use reasonable precautions, participants will: 

• Sign in upon entering the building, 
• Wear masks covering both mouth and nose (masks are available if needed), and 
• Remain socially distanced. 

Sunday School: Sunday School will continue to be virtual for the remainder of the school 
year.  Watch for the link to the lesson for kids each week in an email from pastor, usually 
the same email that has the Sunday worship information. If your family needs the accompa-
nying materials contact the church office to arrange to pick them up. 

The Thursday evening group will continue weekly check-in and conversation. This group 
will discuss a series by Adam Hamilton titled “Words of Life, Jesus and the Promise of the 
Ten Commandments Today”. There is an accompanying book which may be purchased. If 
you are not receiving the links for this group which meets Thursdays at 7pm you can contact 
the office to be put on the email list. 

The Men’s Bible Study continues to meet at 9:30 am on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the 
month. In May that will be the 5th and 19th. They will decide during April on how they want 
to continue to meet but will probably meet in person in the church with a live connection via 
Zoom for those who will participate from home. They continue to look at the book of Gene-
sis. If you would like the link information to this study, and are currently not getting it, give 
Kipp Zimmermann a call or text at 917-805-5998 or send him an email at 
kippzee@gmail.com. (If texting be sure to include your name and email address.) 

The Women’s Bible Study meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month at 10:15 am. 
In May that will be on the 12th and 26th. The have decided to begin meeting in person in 
May with a Zoom link, so that the study can be attended from home as well. The women are 
studying Genesis, which is full of interesting stories, many of which you did not hear in 
Sunday School. If you are not currently on the list to receive the link to this meeting call or 
text Bonnie Zimmermann at 917-805-5994 or send an email to bonniezimmer-
mann426@gmail.com.  (If texting be sure to include your name and email address.) 

The Monthly Monday group is reading “Making Sense of Martin Luther” by David J. 
Lose. This is a cleverly written, easy to read book written in question-and-answer format 
which has led to some interesting discussion. This group is planning to meet in person again 
in the fellowship hall on the first Monday of each month at 1 pm, beginning May 3rd.  If the 
weather permits, they may meet outside.  

At this time the plan is to have Vacation Bible Sschool either the first or second week in 
August. The theme will be Rocky Railway: Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Though. Watch for more 
information.  

Hoping to see you all soon, 
Bonnie Zimmermann for Christian Education  

mailto:kippzee@gmail.com
mailto:bonniezimmermann426@gmail.com
mailto:bonniezimmermann426@gmail.com
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NEWS & NOTES 

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

Thrivent members be reminded that your Choice Dollars are earned throughout the 
year and you may donate them at any time. We recently have done this and more than a 
hundred dollars was earned in two months for SSM. Refer to the February or March 
Martyr Monthly for detailed directions for online donation or call 1-800-847-4836 and 
a representative will help you. 

Bob and Karen Rasmussen 

 

ALUMINUM CANS ARE NEEDED 

Now that Wisconsin winter has drawn to a close, we are again col-
lecting aluminum cans. Please leave your bags at the door of the 
church garage. This ministry earns several hundred dollars that sup-
port local food pantries. It also improves the environment. 

Thank you, Bob Rasmussen - Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

PERSONNEL CHANGES 

Our office administrator, Mimi Garcia, has given notice of her resignation, effective at 
the end of the summer. We greatly appreciate Mimi’s service to SSM over these past 
several years and wish her well as she moves on. Hopefully, as we begin returning to 
more in-person opportunities, you will be able to stop in the office and say good-bye 
before Mimi leaves us. 

As we look toward the future of the church, we are considering some alternative per-
sonnel options. A small team has been formed to review the current office administra-
tor responsibilities, the responsibilities of a faith formation coordinator (a position ap-
proved in January 2020, but put on hold due to the pandemic), and other current and 
future needs. The team will then develop recommendations on a position or positions to 
be filled and present those recommendations to the congregation at the congregational 
meeting scheduled for May 23. 

If you are interested in working with this personnel planning team, please contact Den-
ise Sanders (414-423-0608) or Pastor Brian. 
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WOMEN’S MISSION/ WELCA 

The Women’s Bible Study will begin to meet in person with a simultaneous Zoom op-
tion on May 12th at 10:15 am. Going forward meetings will continue on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of each month. The study continues to read and discuss the book of Genesis.  
Please consider joining this group if you want to develop a deeper understanding of our 
faith and want some good fellowship. 
 
Usual COVID precautions will be followed: attendees must sign in upon entering the 
building, masks are required (covering mouth and nose) and physical distancing will be 
practiced. Everyone is welcome. If you want to join via Zoom, please contact Bonnie 
Zimmermann at 917-805-5994 or via email at bonniezimmermann426@gmail.com.   

We will hold a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, May 23, 2021 at 10:15 a.m. 

(following the 9:30 service). The meeting will be held on Zoom (using the worship ser-

vice link) and will also be available to those present in-person that morning. We will: 

• elect members of the church council, and 

• review staffing recommendations. 

It is important that all confirmed members of St. Stephen the Martyr attend and vote at 

this meeting. An invitation to attend will be mailed to all members in early May, 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING NOTICE 

Suzi Angeletti, Melissa Cooper, Joyce Gagliano, Terry Gillespie, Sue Herman, 
Sue Jarchow, Lynda Johnson, Ken & Carolyn Kahl, Shirley Lieske, Vic & 
Sandy Peterson, Teri Peterson, Patrick Rafalski, Bob Rasmussen, Shirley Rau, 
John Rech, Joan Retzlaff, Richard Sontvedt, Barbara Stein, Nancy Rutzen, 
John Winter. 

KEEP THESE SSM MEMBERS IN PRAYER 

mailto:bonniezimmermann426@gmail.com
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Investing in Our Meru Partnership 

 
 

Harambee means “lifting together.” In a six-part Harambee video series, we will share 
the three mission priorities of our partners in Tanzania as “a community working to-
gether for the common good.” The first priority is training future leaders. The second is 
supporting their vital medical ministries. The third is providing a bridge for minis-
tries challenged by the COVID economy. 

The first video was released on April 7 and can be found on the Greater Milwaukee Syn-
od YouTube channel, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ajHZufjgLY8, on the Partners 
with Meru Facebook page and on the SSM Facebook page. Videos will be released 
weekly. 

Video 1 description: In the Tanzanian culture, the church is responsible to bear the cost 
of educating future pastors. Meet two pastors who have benefited from the Meru Partner-
ship Committee Professional Education Fund. Discover the need to train more pastors to 
serve the growing number of Lutherans in Tanzania. 

Giving is easy. You may send your check for “Investing in Meru Partnership” to The 
Greater Milwaukee Synod, PO Box 341695, Milwaukee, WI 53234. 

You can also contribute online on the Greater Milwaukee Synod website: https://
milwaukeesynod.org/giving, scroll down to Meru Diocese Gifts, select Investing in Meru 
Partnership. 

Asante sana! Thank you very much! The GMS Meru Partnership Committee 

OUR MERU PARTNERSHIP 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ajHZufjgLY8
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmilwaukeesynod.org%2Fgiving%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1tOJx4tNvZYc4aJkjaCCQOXBpAPf4fSIuVojyIts2TIKlZvUw3Ex3f1KU&h=AT35vSKnMqnVenG4BB1qhuE2VnPcfkgkmiqeT32xyXZBgfRNZFICJBPWWLzplyZEP7J1pt34XATyt3ilxa1wfK-DsWdx8QeXh8ZNA665nw6Gjud
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmilwaukeesynod.org%2Fgiving%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1tOJx4tNvZYc4aJkjaCCQOXBpAPf4fSIuVojyIts2TIKlZvUw3Ex3f1KU&h=AT35vSKnMqnVenG4BB1qhuE2VnPcfkgkmiqeT32xyXZBgfRNZFICJBPWWLzplyZEP7J1pt34XATyt3ilxa1wfK-DsWdx8QeXh8ZNA665nw6Gjud


 

 

CONDENSED MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING  
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Minutes of the April 13, 2021 Council Meeting  

  

Vice-President Denise Sanders called the meeting to order at 6:33 P.M. 

Council members present were: B. Daleness, J. Dose, B. Fritschel, A. Matusiak, J. Mil-
ler, N. Mineau, J. Muroni, D. Sanders, L. Sweet and B. Zimmermann. Pastor Brian also 
attended.  J. Resterhouse came to observe and D. Kroll came to discuss the new website. 

Secretary minutes were reviewed and approved. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 

Financial Secretary – March giving was up from February but still a little lower than 
budgeted.  

Treasurers Report – All payments have been made for the roof project.  Some of the 
funds in special donations may be moved to the Building Capital Reserve Fund. Cur-
rently half of Pastor’s insurance is being paid for by the church where Maren is Interim 
Pastor. Checking account and Benevolence reports were reviewed. 

Treasurer’s report was approved. 

Dick Kroll gave the council a look at the new website and asked us for feedback on any-
thing that we think should be changed before the website goes live. 

PASTOR’S TIME: 

Holy Week and Easter services went well.  The ELCA Youth Gathering has been post-
poned until 2022 in Minneapolis.  Youth can begin meeting and planning fundraisers 
soon now that we are opening the church up to small groups. The Thursday Book Study 
group will be reading and discussing Words of Life which is a study of the Ten Com-
mandments beginning next month.    

NEW BUSINESS: 

On April 18 we will open the church to no more than 40 people for in person worship. 
Other small groups will also begin to meet in April and May. Instructions for how these 
groups can meet safely will be provided to the leaders of the groups.  

Mimi has submitted her resignation effective August 27. A Personnel committee will be 
formed to begin discussing if her replacement could include both secretarial and faith 
formation coordinator responsibilities. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

A Council Retreat will be scheduled for sometime this summer to include the new coun-
cil members. We are actively trying to fill expiring positions. 

 



 

 

CONDENSED MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING  [Cont.] 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 

Women’s Bible Study may start meeting in person at church in May with the sessions 
also available on Zoom. Vacation Bible Study is being planned for the first or second 
week of August. 

HUMAN CONCERNS: 

N. Mineau will meet with J. Muroni to discuss disbursing funds to food pantries. 

PROPERTY: 

The compressor that operates a good portion of the HVAC system needs to be replaced. 
There was some discussion about transitioning to electric controlled valves which do not 
need a compressor. The cost would be over 20K. Due to the expense this would need to 
be a future consideration. Council approved the replacement of the compressor at a cost 
not to exceed 4K.  

Meeting was adjourned at 8:26.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Bonnie Daleness, Council Secretary  

2 Bob DeFrank 

3 Derrick Mayer 

      Dianne Niese 

4 Isabelle Wassweiler 

5 Aliana Andersen 

      Shirley Devecka 

      Cathy Peterson 

6 Rachel Ziegert 

7 Cherish Lehocky 

8 Wayne Lunde 

12 Dan Resterhouse 

15 Herb Leppien 

16 Simone Haasch 

17 Vic Peterson 

      Anthony Revers 

19 Nancy Burgajski 

      Paula Ulch 

21 Lee Foerster 

22 Pat Burns 

      Derek Dietrich 

      Anthony Gagliano 

24 Jordan Easterlin 

       Hayes Kreiter 

25 Ken Kahl 

      Mary Luedtke 

26 Sara Raasch 

27 Madelynn Lentz 

28 Nora Ferguson 

      Robert Gray 

29 Janel Sweet 

30 Joyce Gagliano 

      Austin Larson 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 


