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  Maundy Thursday, April 1st 
        Online Zoom service, 7:00 p.m. 
  Good Friday, April 2nd 
              Ecumenical Cross walk, Noon at St. Thomas of  

       Canterbury, 7255 W. Grange Ave., Greendale 
               Ecumenical service, 1:00 p.m. @ St. Alphonsus 
               Online Zoom service, 7:00 p.m. 
  Easter Worship, April 4th 
    Online Zoom service, 9:30 a.m. 
  (See pg 5 for how to pick up communion kits for Maundy Thursday and Easter) 

 
  Online Worship Services: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
 All online services can be accessed by telephone: 1 312 626 6799                   
   Meeting ID: 836 8428 1788   

In-Person Worship Services: starting April 18th at 9:30 a.m. 
  (Reservations are required, see page 4 for more information) 

 

Christian Education Opportunities in April 
 

Men’s Zoom online Bible Study: 4/7 & 21 @ 9:00 am 
Women’s Zoom online Bible Study: 4/14 & 28 @ 10:15 am 

 Confirmation Zoom online Class: 4/7 & 21 @ 7:00 pm 
Thursday Night Online Congregation check -in each week @ 7:00 pm 
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Pastor’s Ponderings… 

Welcoming all, Worshiping God, Serving others 

Dear SSM Faith Community, 
 

This week I was reflecting about how it was one year ago, 
March 13, 2020, that due to the pandemic we decided to can-
cel worship for the upcoming weekend. That was a difficult 
decision at the time and we had hoped that it would be just 
for a weekend or two. Unfortunately, over the past year can-
celations and postponements became a new reality in life.   
 

Recently, life during this pandemic has begun to change a bit.  
More and more people have received vaccination shots, and 
COVID cases have decreased a bit in our area as well. Soon 
there will be fans at Brewer games. After careful consideration the church council has 
decided to again hold limited in-person worship gatherings following safety protocols 
beginning on April 18. More information about the in-person worship gatherings can be 
found in this newsletter (page 4). 
 

We have learned and grown as a faith community even though we have not been able to 
physically gather at times. If you told me two years ago that we would be able to hold a 
virtual service online, I might have not believed you.    
 

Paul’s words in Romans 8 resonate with me today: Nothing in all creation can separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord: neither life nor death, and we could 
probably add, physical separation, illness, fear, loss, and injustice. God remains faithful 
to us in life and death. This is the promise of baptism and the hope to which we cling. 
 

I know it is a bummer that we will not be worshipping in-person for Easter worship 
again this year. We have held onto hope and brighter days are ahead. Our Holy Week 
and Easter worship will be special. 
 

The Three Days of Jesus’ Death and Resurrection (Maundy Thursday evening through 
Easter Day) are the very heart of our Christian life. In the midst of challenges locally and 
globally, I invite you to be open to the ways the mystery of Christ’s dying and rising in-
tersects with our lives, even as we are physically separated from each other.    
 

As you prepare for the liturgies of the Three Days, let us engage our senses of sight, 
smell, taste, sound and touch. Perhaps in your home you could set-up a small altar to 
make sacred space. Include any of these items: a candle, bible, cross, bowl of water, or 
incense. You can use a dark red cloth to cover your altar on Maundy Thursday, keep the 
altar bare on Good Friday, and use a white cloth for Easter. 
 
A Fellow Servant, 
Pastor Brian 
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Stewardship News - Walk with Jesus 

2021 April Martyr Monthly - St. Stephen the Martyr 

Easter song 

I have a secret.  My sister’s cat, Mina, attends our Sunday worship services via Zoom. I 
suspect there are many other pets who do so. She is not into sermons (sorry Pastor) but 
runs to the computer every time the organ plays. She listens attentively and sometimes 
does a little dance. This should not surprise us. When we read the Psalms we hear all of 
creation praising God, the hills and mountains, the forests and seas. 

The focus last year was on the pandemic and rightly so. But as spring approaches per-
haps it is time to be reminded that God has given us the responsibility to care for all 
creation. How much difference those sunny days in the 40s and 50s have made. Seeing 
the snow melt and hearing the birdsong has lifted my spirit. Days like these make it 
easy to believe creation is praising God. All look forward to the time when God’s reign 
starts and there will be no more tears. 

As spring approaches, spare some time to reflect on the changes in nature you see. Stop 
by the prayer garden and listen. How can we help the rest of creation to remain healthy 
and strong so it may join us in the Easter song? 

Alleluia, Allelu, cats* join in and the angels too. Alleluia, Allelu, everyone sings Alle-
lu. (Hint: sing it twice while washing your hands –it is a little longer than 20 seconds.) 

*you can change to your favorite creature although hippopotamus has too many sylla-
bles. 

Barbara Fritschel 

Women’s Ministries 

The women’s Bible Study continues to 
meet via Zoom for the month of April on 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesday at 10:15 am. 
During the month of April, we will discuss 
our plans going forward. The hope is that 
we can meet in person beginning soon and 
that we will have the ability to stream the 
meeting live over Zoom for those who wish to join from home. How exciting!. 

Bonnie Zimmermann 
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In-person Worship - Starting April 18th  
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED 

 
We are pleased to announce the return of in-person worship opportunities. We ask for 
your continued patience as we adjust to a modified version of our worship services, 
continue to refine our practices, and respond to changing pandemic factors. 
 
Worship Dates and Times 
Thanks to a team of volunteers, we have developed a process for simultaneous in-
person and online worship. This one service will be offered Sunday mornings at 9:30 
a.m. Note that this service will be recorded and is available online (YouTube and Fa-
cebook) for two weeks after the service. Worshipers may be seen on camera, depend-
ing on where you sit in the sanctuary. 
 
Online worship will continue to be offered via Zoom. Pastor Brian sends out the link 
and bulletin each week. If you are not receiving the worship emails or need assistance 
setting up your electronic device to access the services, please let Pastor Brian know 
and he will connect you with someone to assist you. 
 
Guidelines for Attending In-person Worship 
All in-person worshipers are expected to follow these guidelines: 

• You must register to attend so that we can maintain small numbers. We ask that 
you are flexible regarding weekly attendance to allow more people to participate in 
person at this time. 

• If you are feeling ill, please stay home and attend worship online. 
• Masks covering your nose and mouth are required while inside the building. 
• Practice physical distancing (no congregating for conversations before or after the 

service) inside the church building. 
A more detailed list of guidelines is available from the church office. 
 
Making Reservations for In-person Worship 
To reserve your spot at an in-person worship service: 

• Call the church office at (414) 421-3543 by the end of the day on Thursday. 
 Provide the name (s) of all worshipers. Remember that the services will be 

kept to under 40 people. 
• If you talk to Mimi, our office administrator, she can confirm your attendance. The 

best times to reach Mimi are Mondays, 9:00–Noon and Wednesdays, 9:00–2:00. 
• If you leave a message, Mimi will call you back by Friday to confirm your attend-

ance.  

Return to In-Person Worship 
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Easter Giving Parade 

April 3, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

** March 31, 4:30-5:30 p.m. **ADDED Date 

We are hosting an Easter drive-thru event at SSM. We hope you’ll stop by to share some 
Easter Joy. The event will include: 
 

Treats for the Kids 
Each child will receive an Easter take-home activity and a special treat. 
 

Food Drive 
Bring non-perishable food items and/or monetary donations. These donations will be dis-
tributed to the Bay View Food Pantry, Unity, and Faith/Santa Fe. 
 

Make a Gift 
Consider donating to one of the following special funds: 
• Mission Endowment Fund: SSM’s endowment fund was established to enhance the 

mission outreach of SSM and to provide for long-term growth of the church. 
• Mbaaseny Education Fund: This fund supports our Meru partner's students with their 

secondary school education (high school level) fees and tuition. 
• Organ Fund: We have raised nearly half the cost of the new pipe organ. All dona-

tions to the fund will help us pay off the organ loan early. 
• South Milwaukee Human Concerns Food Pantry or the ELCA Lunchbox program: 

Additional food programs in need of support. 
• Human Concerns: Gifts designated for this committee will be directed to urgent com-

munity needs. 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion Kits 
Pastor Brian will lead the congregation in the sacrament of Holy Communion during the 
online, Zoom worship service on Easter (April 4). He will consecrate the cups prior to 
distribution and a note will be included with a prayer and words for home distribution if 
you are not able to participate in the Zoom service. 
 

**NEW We will celebrate Holy Communion at the Maundy Thursday service on April 
1. To pick up a communion kit prior to that service, come to the parade on 3/31 or stop 
by the church office during regular office hours that week. 
 

How to Participate 
Drive into the SSM parking lot any time during the dates and hours listed above. Signs 
and arrows will lead you to stations for giving and receiving. You will not need to get out 
of your car. Please wear your mask for interacting with the volunteers. 
 
Thank you for your generous spirit. 
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Mount Meru Coffee Project 

 

Join the Volunteer Team! 
 

COFFEE ORDER PROCESSING OPERATIONS  
 

Schedule  The Mt. Meru Coffee Project operates every Monday and Tuesday from 9-
11am in the lower level of Martin Luther Lutheran Church at 92nd and Bluemound Rd.  
This schedule may vary seasonally. Volunteers are able choose which day they prefer to 
work, how many days a month, etc. Schedules come out quarterly.  
 

Volunteer Tasks  These functions can be performed singularly or combined with other 
tasks. Training and shadowing is available. 
 

Labeler: Place stickers on flat bags that will be filled with coffee. Assemble box-
es for special holiday packs. 

 

Picker: Take a customer order form and “pick” the specific coffee items from the 
shelves and bins in preparation for packaging to ship or deliver the order. 

 

Packager: Bag and label orders that are to be picked up. Select and assemble 
shipping box; pack order. Weigh box and record weight and order number. 

 

Deliverer: Select a preferred geographic region and deliver coffee orders to con-
gregations, their ambassadors, or other customers within that area. 

 

Pull Orders/Create Invoices and Receipts: Log into email accounts and print 
new coffee orders. Log into “Shopify” (our online store) and print out online or-
ders. Using QuickBooks, create invoices and/or sales receipts for each customer 
order. Must be comfortable with computer work. 

 

Order Fulfillment “Prepper”: Record each order on the weekly log. Review 
each order, using a color code system, highlight regular, decaf, flavored, and spe-
cialty items, to enhance accuracy in processing orders. Alert coffee Grinders to 
large quantity orders and prepare large bags with order number. 

 

Shipping Labeler (Tuesday only): Using UPS and USPS online systems, input 
customer information and print shipping labels for weekly orders.   

 
To learn more about volunteering with coffee order processing operations, contact:    
Rick Frowein rick.frowein@gmail.com  
 

mailto:rick.frowein@gmail.com
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Christian Education 

As we begin to open up the use of our building to small groups, we can look forward to 
meeting in person soon for our bible studies and other classes. Check out the listing be-
low for more information. 
 

Sunday School: Sunday School will continue to be virtual for the time being as, for now, 
we will have limited attendance at in-person worship services. Watch Pastor’s Friday 
worship information email for a link to the video for each week. If you do not have the 
materials for the rest of the Sunday School year you can contact the office and arrange to 
pick them up. Each week a member of the Sunday School prepares a short video lesson 
based on the materials and the week’s scripture readings. 
 

The Thursday evening group will continue weekly check-in and conversation. If you 
want to be included in this group, call Mimi or email the office and she will make sure 
that you get the link for zoom every week. 
 

The Men’s Bible Study continues to meet via Zoom at 9:30 am on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month. They will have discussions during April to decide how they 
want to continue, so watch for more information. For now, they continue to look at the 
book of Genesis via zoom meetings. If you would like the link information to this study, 
and are currently not getting it, give Kipp Zimmermann a call or text at 917-805-5998 or 
send him an email at kippzee@gmail.com. (If texting be sure to include your name and 
email address.) 
 

The Women’s Bible Study meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month at 10:15 
am. They will also discuss when or if they want to start meeting in person. The hope is 
that this study, once in person, can be streamed for those who cannot meet in person. The 
women are also studying Genesis, which is full of interesting stories, many of which you 
did not hear in Sunday School. If you are not currently on the list to receive the link to 
this meeting call or text Bonnie Zimmermann at 917-805-5994 or send an email to  
bonniezimmermann426@gmail.com. (If texting be sure to include your name and email 
address.) 
 

The Monthly Monday group is reading Making Sense of Martin Luther by David J. 
Lose.  This is a cleverly written, easy to read book written in question-and-answer format 
which has led to some interesting discussion. This group meets on the first Monday of 
each month at 1 pm. Watch this space as this group may begin meeting again in May.   
 

At this time the plan is to have VBS either the first or second week in August. The theme 
will be Rocky Railway, Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Though. Watch for more information as 
volunteers and supplies will be needed. What a blessing the return of this wonderful 
week of fun and lessons will be. 
 

Stay safe -  
Bonnie Zimmermann for Christian Education  

mailto:kippzee@gmail.com
mailto:bonniezimmermann426@gmail.com
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Mbaaseny Partnership Notes 

Part of our special offering for Easter is designated for our partner congregation in Tan-
zania, Mbaaseny. Pastor Mbise shared the following priorities for gifts received at this 
time (via the Easter offering): 

1. Education support for secondary school tuition 
2. Canaan kindergarten (a sub-parish of Mbaaseny 
3. Emergency support due to Covid-19 challenges, 

especially for elders and the poor 
 

The virus is hitting Tanzania and the area of Meru hard 
right now. We are 
hearing of more 
cases, being called 
pneumonia due to 
lack of testing fa-
cilities, and difficulties in treatment because few 
hospitals have oxygen treatment.  

Pastor Mbise and his congregation continue to pray 
for us, we need to do the same for them!  

Please use your special envelopes and give as you 
can for our friends in Meru. 

News & Events 

ALUMINUM CANS ARE NOW NEEDED 

Once again my wife and I will be collecting and selling empty aluminum cans to the 
West Allis Salvage yard. This annual ministry earns several hundred dollars each 
year—money that goes to support our local food pantries. 

So beginning April 1st, please deliver your bags of cans to the church garage in the 
lower parking lot and place them outside the side door. No steel cans please, no bakery 
”tins” or balls of aluminum foil. 

April 1st is our start date as the weather is improving. Please help with your cans to 
feed the hungry. 

Thank you, Bob Rasmussen - Coordinator 
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Human Concerns 

Thank you for all the various forms of support extended during the February Drive Thru 
event. We as a committee are hopeful that this will continue in the next Drive thru 
March 31st (4:30-5:30) and April 3rd (10am-12noon). 

At present, the Unity clothing room is not open but food bags are being distributed. 
SSM has also been able to help the South Milwaukee Human Concerns Food Pantry. 
We are planning to continue our emphasis on food pantries at this critical time. 

Please be reminded that the Special Offering envelopes that are included in the envelope 
box have been designated for special causes. They are: 

 Lent:  Outreach for Hope–Greater Milwaukee Synod 

 Palm Sunday:  Lutheran Social Services Refugee Fund 

 Maundy Thursday:  Repairs of the Breach 

 Good Friday:  Bread of Healing Clinic 

 Easter:  Mbasseny Parish & ELCA World Hunger Appeal 

And then later in the year: 

 Thanksgiving:  Hunger Task Force 

 Christmas:  1/3 to Sunday School Animal Project, 1/3 to Santa Fe Church 

Karen Rasmussen 

News & Events cont. 

Celebrate Earth Day 2021 with Greendale Schools! 

Greendale Schools Sustainability Team invites you to celebrate Earth Day on Thursday, 
April 22, with these special outdoor activities! Join us at the Greendale School Garden, 
located behind the high school. We will open the garden gates from 2:45pm to 4:15pm. 
Check out this event schedule: 3:45 pm: Take a Tour of Our School Garden, 4:00 pm: 
Learn About Composting. 

The celebration will also feature an “Explore the School Garden” Scavenger Hunt, Seed 
& Plant Exchange (bring your seeds or plants along to share, and nature-focused craft 
activities. Prizes and outdoor garden fun guaranteed! 

Questions? Contact Heidi Hennessy at heidi.hennessy@greendaleschools.org 
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CONDENSED MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 

  Minutes of March 9, 2021 Council Meeting 

President Jason Covert called the meeting to order at 6:33 P.M. 

Council members present were: J. Covert, B. Daleness, J. Dose, B. Fritschel,, J. Miller, J. 
Muroni, P. Nelson, D. Sanders, L. Sweet and B Zimmermann. Pastor Brian also attended. 

Secretary minutes were reviewed and approved with one correction. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 

Financial Secretary – February giving was down slightly because counts were only done 
once in February.  

Treasurers Report – Scrip funds were moved to the General Youth account. 18K of organ 
donations were used to pay down the principal of the organ loan. Organ loan payments are 
coming from the Building Capital Reserve fund. 30K in special donations were moved to 
the Mission Investment Savings Fund in order to earn interest.   

Treasurer’s report was approved. 

PASTOR’S TIME: 

There were 18 cars participating in the drive through communion offered on March 7. Pas-
tor plans to do some more of these. Pastor is planning Holy Week services now.  The new 
web site is still being worked on and should be ready soon. April 11 the Synod will provide 
an online worship service. April 18 we plan on opening the church to no more than 40 peo-
ple for in person worship. We hope to livestream that service to those at home via Zoom 
using purchased and borrowed equipment. 

The Synod Convention will be held April 30 and May 1. SSM can send two delegates. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Council discussed having a Super Rally Day in the Fall to celebrate being able to get togeth-
er in person again. Also discussed ways to remember those who passed away during this 
difficult year. 

The Annual Meeting went well via Zoom. We will continue to have a budget review the 
week prior to the annual meeting going forward. 

Please submit names to Pastor or Jason for nominees for expiring council positions. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: 

Easter bags have been put together for the Sunday School children and will be distributed at 
the next Drive Through Event on March 31 and April 3. 

MUSIC AND WORSHIP: 

Our next drive through event will be held March 31 and April 3. Communion kits will be 
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CONDENSED MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING, cont.  

distributed. Open Sanctuary hours are on Mondays but so far no one has visited. 

Holy Week services: Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 via Zoom; Good Friday service at 
7:00 via Zoom. There will be an ecumenical service in the afternoon at St. Al’s. Easter ser-
vice at 9:30 via Zoom. 

PROPERTY: 

The roof repair has been completed and awaiting final bill. 

STEWARDSHIP: 

M. Walton is leaving the committee. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:00.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Bonnie Daleness 
Council Secretary  

April Birthdays 

April 19    Molly Myszkowski 

April 20    Allen Behling 

    Mercedes Hanna 

April 21    Shelley Burns 

    Dennis Lucchesi 

April 22    Philip Morgan 

    David Salas 

April 23   Robert Gleason 

    Jacob Malinowski 

April 24    Kristy Knipple 

April 25    Donna Carver 

    Ayla Dose 

    Dick Rutzen 

    Linda Sweet 

April 26    Andy Stockland  

    Brenda Sweet 

April 27    Mary Freiburger 

April 28    Andrea Woerpel 

April 29    Hannah Anderson 

    Terri Larson 

April 30    Jason Covert  

April 01    Kurt Koeff   

    Nancy Schneider  

April 02    Nancy Rutzen  

April 04    LaVerne Morgan  

    Emma Ulch   

April 05    Reese Ceku   

    Vance Ceku   

    Carolyn Kahl   

    Judy Lehman   

    David Simley   

April 06    Michael Onsager  

    Hans Tanke   

April 08    Gordon Flohr 

April 11    Karen Miller 

    Andrew Wassweiler 

    Christy Zoske 

April 12    Susan Stasiewski 

April 14    Fred Ankebrant 

    Sue Herman 

April 15    Kyle Gorecki 

    Jeff Sweet 

April 18    Chelsea Gagliano 

    Benjamin Hooper 

    Carlie Krauske 


